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AP English Literature and Composition: Summer Reading (Class of 2023) 

Hello, Class of 2023! I’m Cherith Ferguson, your AP English Lit teacher. My hope is that this assignment will 
allow you to read a work you’re interested in (hence the choices) and practice literary analysis. 

 I can’t wait to talk about these books with you and start our year together. 
 

The AP English Lit course will be a culmination of the work you’ve done for the past three years. You will analyze 
a text to explore how the parts create the whole; creatively synthesize and defend your analysis in a fully formed 
argument about overall significance; and evaluate whether this process and the text affect your views of the 
world and yourself. For the AP English Lit exam, you will need to know how to closely analyze passages of fiction 
(as well as poetry), and you will need to be able to fully analyze and discuss several major fiction works from 
memory. This assignment will help you with both of those goals (which will also help prepare you for college!). 
 
 

PICK A WORK (CAREFULLY!)  
 

You will select one major fiction work from the list of five below, chosen because of the continued relevance 
of their themes. You’ll be working with this text for several assignments, so select the work that interests you 
the most. To choose your novel or play, do some research. Read summaries and excerpts before you decide. 
Don’t pick a work just because it looks “easy,” or your friend already had a copy; take advantage of this 
opportunity to make a decision that will affect your life (and grades) for the next several months. Once you 
choose, if you can purchase your own copy, you can write in the text as you read and use the novel for later 
assignments. If you do purchase a copy or still have your library copy, please bring it with you during the first 
week of school. (Descriptions and quotes below are from Amazon.)   

 
 

o Purple Hibiscus, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  
 

 

o The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood 
 

 

 

“In the world of the near future, who will control women's bodies?”  

This dystopian novel was written in 1985 about a totalitarian U.S. in which birth rates are declining. 

“At once a scathing satire, an ominous warning, and a tour de force of narrative suspense, The 

Handmaid’s Tale is a modern classic.”  (Note from CFerg: The “Historical Notes” section is the 

end of the novel and not an optional addendum. Read it because it contains important 

information for the plot.) 

First published in 2003, Adichie’s debut novel describes teenager Kambili and her older brother Jaja 

as they “lead a privileged life in Enugu, Nigeria” in a large, beautiful house and “attend an exclusive 

missionary school. They're completely shielded from the troubles of the world. Yet, as Kambili 

reveals in her tender-voiced account, things are less perfect than they appear. This is a book about 

the promise of freedom; about the blurred lines between childhood and adulthood; between love and 

hatred, between the old gods and the new.” (Note from CFerg: Adichie often includes words in the Igbo 

language. If you Google “Purple Hibiscus Igbo Guide” you will find some great glossaries, but if you would 

rather immerse yourself in the novel, Adichie often implicitly or explicitly explains what the italicized Igbo 

words mean.)  
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o Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry  
 

 
 
 

 

o 1984, George Orwell 
 
 
 

 

 

If you’re having trouble choosing your summer reading work, maybe this will help! 
 

If this describes you You might consider reading 
I’d like to read something that’s free (and I don’t 
have access to the Metropolitan Library).   

▪ Jane Eyre (free on Project Gutenberg and 
some copies are available in HCP’s library)  

I’m interested in a work that would be considered 
PG (rather than PG-13). 

Note: If you’re concerned about triggers, please 
consult me before choosing.  

▪ Purple Hibiscus  

▪ Jane Eyre 

▪ A Raisin in the Sun  

I’m interested in reading a play (rather than a novel). ▪ A Raisin in the Sun  

I’m interested in reading a work by a Black author. ▪ Purple Hibiscus 

▪ A Raisin in the Sun 

I’m interested in reading a work from the 20th or 21st 
century. 

▪ Purple Hibiscus 

▪ The Handmaid’s Tale 

▪ A Raisin in the Sun 

▪ 1984 

I’m interested in a work that includes a famous love 
story. 

▪ Jane Eyre  

I’m interested in dystopian fiction. ▪ The Handmaid’s Tale 

▪ 1984 

“A pioneering work by an African-American playwright, the play was a radically new representation of 

black life.” 

This play, first produced in 1959, follows three generations of a family in Chicago’s South Side. 

Hansberry “was the youngest American, the fifth woman, and the first black playwright to win the New 

York Drama Critics Circle Award for the Best Play of the Year.” 

“WAR IS PEACE. FREEDOM IS SLAVERY. IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH.” 

This 1948 dystopian novel follows Winston Smith as he starts to question the Party that controls every 

aspect of life. It is such an influential text that many of the phrases in the novel have become common 

allusions in our society.   

“Widely regarded as a revolutionary novel, Brontë’s 1847 masterpiece introduced the world to a 

radical new type of heroine, one whose defiant virtue and moral courage departed sharply from the 

more acquiescent and malleable female characters of the day. Passionate, dramatic, and surprisingly 

modern, Jane Eyre endures as one of the world’s most beloved novels.”  
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THE ASSIGNMENTS  

❖ Critical Reading and C-Notes: Read your chosen novel/play critically and thoroughly and take Cornell 

notes. A cursory reading or merely viewing a film/TV version will not be acceptable. I expect at least eight 
pages of handwritten, single-spaced pages in ink (each side of your paper counts as a page). You may not 
type your notes. Your notes must cover the whole book. Use common sense in evaluating whether your 
notes are lengthy and thorough enough depending on factors such as handwriting size, column size, etc.  

Your c-notes will be due the first day of school. 

 
As with all c-notes, the right-hand column will contain a clear summary of the novel. Take notes over the 
plot as well as literary devices – especially why the author is employing those devices (what is the 
purpose, effect, etc.?). Use the left-hand column of your c-notes wisely; if you include only oversimplified 
headers or chapter numbers you will not receive full credit. Ask questions, make comments and 
connections, and interact with the text in the left column.  One way to think of this is to use the right-
hand column to explain WHAT is happening and the left-hand column to discuss and question HOW and 
WHY.   
 
Consider what the author is saying about society.  Though each of these works is radically different, each 
author is discussing themes that continue to be relevant.  What is the author’s overall message, meaning, 
and/or purpose? How does tone contribute to the work?  How do literary devices support the overall 
message? What are your own reactions?  
 
You should also consider the following elements:   

 

• Date/Time Period of Work 

• Genre, Type of Plot, Author’s Style 

• Point of View  

• Characters and Descriptions 

• Setting  

• Symbols  

• Themes  

• Significant Quotes (including page number, 
speaker, situation, and importance)  

• Your own reflections on the text, including 
questions and opinions 

 
 

❖ Fall FRQ: Though I’m still planning the year, you may be responding to a Free Response Question 

over your text at the beginning of the fall semester. This would be your first (and only) writing grade 
for the first few weeks, which is 40% of your overall grade. You must be able to use specific evidence 
from your work to fully answer the question. Therefore, if you do not take adequate notes, you will 
not pass this essay. 

 
 

❖ Research Paper: Though I’m still planning the research paper assignment, it may involve analysis of 

your summer reading novel/play (yet another reason to take excellent notes!).  
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OTHER DETAILS  
 

Academic Integrity  Plagiarism, which includes stealing words or ideas from other students or from any 
source (including but not limited to Wikipedia, SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, etc.) other than your novel/play 
will result in your failure of the assignment (0%).   
 
Questions?  Email me (politely!) with any questions (cferguson@hardingcharterprep.org).  Don’t 
procrastinate. This assignment is for your benefit: it will profoundly affect your grade throughout the 
semester, it serves as my first impression of your work, and it will broaden your knowledge base for the AP 
test.   

 
Appendix: Helpful Literary Terms and Rhetorical Devices 

 
Below are a number of terms to assist you in your analysis and c-notes.  You should be familiar with the 
majority of them but look up those that are unfamiliar to you.  You do not need to use all of them; this 
list is for your reference only. 
 
Again, remember that it’s not enough to simply identify these elements; you must also explain why the 
author chose to use them and what impact they have.  Make sure avoid freshman-level analysis (e.g., 
“The author uses imagery because he wants us to be able to picture the scene.”).  Instead, consider 
the specific words and images used, what tone they suggest, atmosphere they create, or purpose 
they serve, and then explain why. 
 
 

• Alliteration (or other 
sound devices) 

• Allusion 

• Characterization  

• Description 

• Dialect 

• Dystopia  

• Euphemism 

• Figurative language 

• Flashback 

• Foil 

• Foreshadowing 

• Hyperbole 

• Imagery 

• Irony –  dramatic, verbal, 
situational 

• Jargon 

• Juxtaposition 

• Metaphor 

• Metonymy  

• Motif 

• Organization 

• Paradox 

• Parallelism 

• Personification 

• Proverb / aphorism 

• Satire 

• Simile 

• Slang 

• Style 

• Symbol 

• Synecdoche  

• Syntax (always include an 
adjective to describe the 
syntax; ex: staccato) 

• Theme 

• Tone (always include an 
adjective to describe the 
tone; ex: ominous) 

• Understatement

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


