
Summer Reading: Pre-AP English II 

Dear HCP Sophomore Student, 

Welcome to Pre-AP English II! We will read poetry, non-fiction articles, short stories, novels, and 

plays in this course. We will be writing poetry, narratives, essays, and a research paper. My hope is 

that you will be challenged by both the work in the class and the content of the reading. It will be a 

demanding class, but it will prepare you for the challenges of the Advanced Placement courses that 

you will take. This summer reading assignment is designed to provide you with an opportunity to 

demonstrate and practice your skills, knowledge, and work ethic. 

This assignment has two parts: reading and note taking. 

Part One — Pick a book to read. Research the books from the list below and carefully choose the 

best option for you. All books are available in any library or bookstore, although Amazon may be 

the cheapest option. Please choose a book that you have not read before. 

You may choose from: 

• Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens (you must borrow or buy on your own) 

• The Help by Kathryn Stockett (you must borrow or buy on your own) 

• I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai (you must borrow or buy on your own) 

• The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak (you must borrow or buy on your own) 

• Catch 22 by Joseph Heller (you must borrow or buy on your own) 

• A Separate Peace by John Knowles (in our library) 

• The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck (in our library) 

• Lord of the Flies by William Golding (in our library) 

• The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan (in our library) 

Part Two — Take Cornell notes as you read. 

You should take Cornell notes over the events of the book and the main character’s development. 

You should also include two examples of literary devices from the book (a quote and what type of 

device is present in the quote) per page of notes. You should also include three questions (try to use 

Costa’s level-two or level-three questions) in the margins of each page of notes. I will not accept 

typed notes; all notes must be handwritten. Your notes should cover the whole book; you should 

have at least five (complete and single-sided) pages of Cornell notes with a total of ten identified 

literary devices and fifteen Costa’s questions. 

There is a list of literary terms attached for suggestions. Look up any that are unfamiliar. 

Notes will be due at the beginning of class on the first day of school. 

On the fourth day of school, you will respond to an FRQ question over the book you read. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me over the summer. Although I will check my 

email periodically, I will not be checking it daily, so do not procrastinate. 

Please note: emails should contain a greeting (Dear Mr. Walsh), your question, and your name. I will 

not answer your email if you do not introduce yourself in it. 

I hope that you enjoy the book you choose, 

Mr. Walsh 


