
School Health Related to COVID-19 (TEA Public Health Planning Guide) 

● If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school 

will notify the local Health Department in accordance with applicable federal, 

state, and local laws and regulation, including confidentiality requirements of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act and Family Education Rights and Privacy Act. 

 

● The school will close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the 

lab-confirmed case (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those 

areas can be disinfected, unless more than seven days have already passed since that 

person was on campus. 

 

● Upon receipt of informa on that any teacher, staff member, student, or visitor at a school 

is test-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school must submit a report to the Texas 

Department of State Health Services via an online form. The report must be submitted 

each Monday for the prior seven days (Monday-Sunday). 

 

Return to School Criteria (TEA Public Health Planning Guidance) 

● Any individuals who themselves either: (a) are lab-confirmed to have COVID-19; or (b) 

experience the symptoms of COVID-19 must stay at home throughout the infection 

period, and cannot return to campus until the school system screens the individual to 

determine any of the below conditions for campus re-entry have been met: 

 1.) In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual 

 may return to school when all three of the following criteria are met: 

  ■ at least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (resolution of fever 

   without the use of fever-reducing medications); 

  ■ the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of 

   breath); and 

  ■ at least ten (10) days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

 



2.) In the case of an individual that is asymptomatic but has received a positive 

COVID-19 test result, the individual may not return to the campus until ten (10) days 

have passed since a positive test. 

 

3.) In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who 

is not evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such 

individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the individual may not return to the 

campus until the individual has completed the same three-step set of criteria 

listed above. 

 

4.) If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to 

school before completing the above stay at home period, the individual must 

either (a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return 

based on an alternative diagnosis, though for health privacy reasons the note 

does not need to indicate what the alternative diagnosis is, or (b) obtain an acute 

infection test (at a physician’s office, approved testing location, or other site) that 

comes back negative for COVID-19. 
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