
Summer Assignment for Honors 2
Mrs. Callahan

hcallahan@vidorisd.org

“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson

The Summer Reading Assignment: After carefully reading, please complete all of the guided
reading questions. Be sure to give specific text references to support your answers. These will
need to be typed in a Google Document and shared to me on or before the first day of school.
They will be due the FIRST day of school. Email me with any questions you may have.

Part1
1. Define the terms tradition and ritual. Provide an example of traditions and rituals that
are celebrated in your own culture.

2. Should traditions ever change? Provide specific reasons why you feel this way.

3. Look up the definition of a dystopian society and briefly summarize THREE key
elements that characterize a dystopia.

4. Based on the description of the setting provided in the first paragraph, what is the
mood of the story? Be sure to support your answer with evidence from the text.

Mood: The emotional atmosphere in a literary work (how the work makes the reader feel).

5. Who is Mr. Summers? Provide a brief description; be sure to identify his role in the
story.

6. Read carefully the paragraph that begins, “There was a great deal of fussing…” (2)
and explain how the author uses specific words and details to reinforce the importance
of the lottery in this small town.

7. How is Tessie Hutchinson characterized in the story? Identify three characteristics of
Tessie and explain how they contribute to your understanding of her character.

Characterization: The way an author helps the reader to learn about the characters.
Direct characterization - The author directly states the character’s traits.
Indirect characterization - The author reveals the traits of a character through methods
that require the reader to draw conclusions about the character (i.e. dialogue, a
character’s actions, a character’s thoughts, and what characters say about him or her).



8. What is the significance of Old Man Warner’s reaction to Mr. Adams stating, “…that
over in the north village they’re talking of giving up the lottery” (4)? What does Old Man
Warner’s reaction reveal about his characteR AND  his values? Cite specific evidence
from  the text.

9. How does the reading of the names add tension to the story?

Tension: A mood that is created by an author to engage the reader in an anxious
anticipation of the outcome of a story line or an interesting character. Authors use
suspense and tension to hold the reader’s interest throughout the plot developments.

10. What do you think the black box symbolizes? Identify and explain the significance of
one additional symbol in the story.

Symbolism: The use of any object, person, place, or action that has meaning in itself
while standing for something larger than itself, such as a quality, attitude, belief, or value.

11. How does the mood change from the beginning of the story to the end? Use at least
two quotations to support your answer.

12. When does Tessie Hutchinson’s view of the lottery change from the beginning to the
end of the story? Use at least two quotations from the story to support your answer.

13. Consider the significance of stoning in the story? Why do you think this community
conducts a lottery where one person is chosen to be stoned? Why do you think the
townspeople are willing to follow the ritual?

14. What is a little bit ironic, or unexpected, about Tessie’s final scream, "It isn't fair, it
isn't right….” (5); why do you think Tessie says these words at this specific moment in
the story?

15. A parable is a short story that is intended to reveal a truth or a moral message. What
is the lesson Shirley Jackson wants the reader to learn?

Theme: A declarative statement that reveals universal meaning by addressing questions
such as, "What does literature suggest about the human experience? What does
literature suggest about human nature? What does literature suggest about the human
condition? What does literature suggest about people in general?"



Part 2-Further Analysis Questions
Directions: Complete the questions in the same Google Doc or start a separate one.

1. SETTING: Refer back to paragraph 1. Now that you know how the story ends, what seems
odd about the first paragraph?

2. FORESHADOWING: What details about the villagers’ behavior in paragraphs 2-4 foreshadow
the outcome of the lottery?

3. Why do you think the children are so casual and playful about collecting the stones that they
know will be used to kill one of their neighbors later in the day?

4. FORESHADOWING: “There was a general sigh through the crowd” when the villagers
realized that little Dave Hutchinson had been spared from the lottery. What does this reveal
about the villagers’ feelings at this moment?

5. What message do you think the author is conveying by making Tessie the only individual to
state that this tradition is wrong?

Part 3-Independent Practice: Answer the short response prompt for “The Lottery.”

PROMPT: You have just read “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson. How does the foreshadowing in
“The Lottery” affect readers? Use textual evidence to support your response.

Make sure your paragraph is complete by:
● starting with an argument that clearly answers all parts of the prompt
● including two pieces of evidence that support your argument
● using transitions to help readers follow your ideas
● explaining how your evidence supports your argument

CHECKLIST FOR WRITING A COMPLETE PARAGRAPH:
❏ Did you begin with an argument that clearly answers all parts of the prompt?
A. YES!
B. No, I will go back and add that.
❏ Did you include at least two pieces of evidence that support your argument?
A. YES!
B. No, I will go back and add that.
❏ Did you use transitions to help readers follow your ideas?
A. YES!
B. No, I will go back and add that.
❏ Did you explain how each piece of evidence supports your argument?
A. YES!
B. No, I will go back and add that.



Part 4-“I Am” poem (characterization review):
1. Following the directions below, compose an “I Am” poem from the point of view of the
character of Tessie Hutchison. Each line has a specific purpose and requires you to think deeply
about the character. Make sure you read the directions thoroughly and complete the self-check
on your final draft. You can put this in a separate Google Doc or start a new page in the existing
one.

I AM POEM

On a separate sheet of paper, complete the I Am Poem from the point of view of Rainsford.
Each line should be descriptive and provide insight into his thoughts and feelings. At least
THREE of your lines should include direct quotes from the text.

I am (name and describe Tessie)
I wonder (describe something Tessie finds curious or interesting)
I hear (think of what might be heard on the island or more abstractly what Tessie might hear
inside his head)
I see (look through the text to pinpoint what Tessie would see)
I want (describe Tessie’s ambition, wish, or yearning)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

I believe (describe something Tessie’s feels strongly about toward the beginning or middle of
the text)
I feel (name and describe an emotion Tessie would experience in the text)
I touch (describe a touch in the text that is a turning point … not just “I touch the leaves in the
jungle.”) I worry (describe something that bothers Tessie)
I lament (describe something that makes Tessie sad)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

I understand (describe something Tessie understands toward the end of the text)
I claim (describe something Tessie believes in toward the end of the text)
I dream (describe something Tessie would dream about at the end of the text)
I strive (describe something Tessie will show great effort to achieve)
I hope (describe something Tessie might hope for in the future)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

Self check:
● Do at least three of my lines include exact quotes from the text (hint: use dialogue)? If

not, go back and make changes.
● Are there any words I could make stronger? (Using a thesaurus, go back and change at

least three words to include stronger word choice.)
● Did I use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling?



Part 5-Writing Expectations:
● Choose one of the following writing prompts to respond to.
● Write in complete sentences using proper grammatical mechanics.
● Cite evidence from the text to support your response.
● Respond and organize your writing as if you were writing an essay! You are to write at

least 3 paragraphs (5-7 sentences) for whichever prompt you choose. Have fun and be
creative with this writing assignment to demonstrate your knowledge of plot structure and
your comprehension of the text and of the characters!

● Use the text to guide your writing.

1. News Story: Create a headline (ex: Why does everyone die the same day?) with a news
story that goes along with it. Be sure to supply specific textual information from the story by
citing evidence from the text. This is a chance to recap and explain various moments of the
story!

2. Message in a Bottle - You are Tessie Hutchison, and you have one chance to write a letter
begging for your life. Be sure that your letter includes details from your experiences that will be
convincing enough for a search party to rescue you from the clutches of the mob. Include at
least three references from the story.

3. Sequel - Write a sequel to this short story. Make sure to have it start off drawing from the
story’s plot and be a realistic continuance of the actual story. What might happen after Tessie is
sacrificed?t What will the Hutchison household be like now? Use textual evidence to reference
moments of the plot, as well as inferences (guesses made based off of clues in the story) that
you the reader have made about the plot and characters.

4. Alternate ending - Write a different ending for the story. What happened if someone stepped
up to prevent the lottery? Provide evidence from the text to draw upon within your new ending.
Knowing these characters now, how else could the story have ended?






