
Honors 1 Summer Reading Assignment
Mrs. Callahan

Story: The Most Dangerous Game
Work should be typed into a Google Document and shared to me at
hcallahan@vidorisd.org.
It is due the first day of school. You can share it to me anytime before.

Part 1: Complete the following questions:

1. Analysis of Quotes- Select two or more notable quote(s) that are important to the plot or
theme of the novel. Provide at least a 2-sentence analysis/explanation for each quote that
explains what the quotes mean and how they relate to the novel as a whole (theme).
Remember, you must cite your quote with the page or paragraph. Be Picky!

2. Personal Response- Make one personal response to the reading by making a comparison
between the text and something else that you’ve read or studied (or make a connection to your
life experiences). What did the reading mean to you? What is your opinion, final thought, big
question, or personal connection?

3. Plot Analysis
a. - In “The Most Dangerous Game,” a lot of things the reader encounters have a
symbolic meaning. Identify two or more symbols in the novel, and give an analysis of the
meaning of each. Be Specific and detailed! (more analytical or interpretive than the
personal response).

b. Conflict- Identify one example of internal and one example of external conflict that
takes place in the novel. Specifically label each conflict (Example- Rainsford vs. General
Zaroff (Man vs. Man), and explain the conflict in detail.

4. Visual- ”The Island of No Return” (setting review):
Using details from the story, draw and color (by hand) your interpretation of what the
island looks like. Then, draw and label the important places in the story (General
Zaraoff’s mansion, the cliffs, the surrounding ocean, where Rainsford sets his traps, the
tree he hid behind, etc.). Next to each location you labeled, write a short quote from the
text that either describes the location or gives a significant piece of dialogue that
occurred in that place (minimum 5).
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Part 2: “I Am” poem (characterization review):
1. Following the directions below, compose an “I Am” poem from the point of view of the
character of Rainsford. Each line has a specific purpose and requires you to think deeply about
the character. Make sure you read the directions thoroughly and complete the self-check on
your final draft.

I AM POEM

On a separate sheet of paper, complete the I Am Poem from the point of view of Rainsford.
Each line should be descriptive and provide insight into his thoughts and feelings. At least
THREE of your lines should include direct quotes from the text.

I am (name and describe Rainsford)
I wonder (describe something Rainsford finds curious or interesting)
I hear (think of what might be heard on the island or more abstractly what Rainsford might hear
inside his head)
I see (look through the text to pinpoint what Rainsford would see)
I want (describe Rainsford’s ambition, wish, or yearning)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

I believe (describe something Rainsford feels strongly about toward the beginning or middle of
the text)
I feel (name and describe an emotion Rainsford would experience in the text)
I touch (describe a touch in the text that is a turning point … not just “I touch the leaves in the
jungle.”) I worry (describe something that bothers Rainsford)
I lament (describe something that makes Rainsford sad)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

I understand (describe something Rainsford understands toward the end of the text)
I claim (describe something Rainsford believes in toward the end of the text)
I dream (describe something Rainsford would dream about at the end of the text)
I strive (describe something Rainsford will show great effort to achieve)
I hope (describe something Rainsford might hope for in the future)
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

Self check:
● Do at least three of my lines include exact quotes from the text (hint: use dialogue)? If

not, go back and make changes.
● Are there any words I could make stronger? (Using a thesaurus, go back and change at

least three words to include stronger word choice.)
● Did I use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling?



Part 3-Writing Expectations:
● Choose one of the following writing prompts to respond to.
● Write in complete sentences using proper grammatical mechanics.
● Cite evidence from the text to support your response.
● Respond and organize your writing as if you were writing an essay! You are to write at

least 3 paragraphs (5-7 sentences) for whichever prompt you choose. Have fun and be
creative with this writing assignment to demonstrate your knowledge of plot structure and
your comprehension of the text and of the characters!

● Use the text to guide your writing.

1. News Story: Create a headline (ex: Hunter Missing - Presumed Dead or Famous Hunter
Lives to Tell Shocking Tale) with a news story that goes along with it. Be sure to supply specific
textual information from the story by citing evidence from the text. This is a chance to recap and
explain various moments of the story!

2. Message in a Bottle - You are Sanger Rainsford stranded on “Ship Trap Island” and you
have one chance to write a letter asking for help off the island. Be sure that your letter includes
details from your experiences that will be convincing enough for a search party to rescue you
from the clutches of General Zaroff. Include at least three references from the story. The must
be written in friendly letter format.

3. Sequel - Write a sequel to this short story. Make sure to have it start off drawing from the
story’s plot and be a realistic continuance of the actual story. What might happen after Rainsford
wins? What if Ivan survived? Does Mr. Whitney search for Rainsford? Use textual evidence to
reference moments of the plot, as well as inferences (guesses made based off of clues in the
story) that you the reader have made about the plot and characters.

4. Alternate ending - Write a different ending for the story. What would happen if Rainsford
didn’t go back to sea, or didn’t show up in Zaroff’s bedroom, for example? Provide evidence
from the text to draw upon within your new ending. Knowing these characters now, how else
could the story have ended?



Part 4 Essay Question-THIS PLANNING SHEET NEEDS TO BE FILLED OUT BY THE
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. Pick one or the other. WE WILL WRITE THE ESSAY WHEN WE
GET BACK TO SCHOOL.

Essay Question #1: Does Rainsford value human life?
Essay Question #2: Are Rainsford and Zaroff similar? Why or why not?

a. Claim: your answer to the
essay question (yes he does
value human life or no he
does not)

b. Premise: the reason you
agree or disagree with the
essay question ( he does
because….. or he does not
because……..)

c. Text evidence #1: a quote
from the text (does not have
to be dialogue) that supports
your claim and premise.
Make sure to include the
page #.

d. Text evidence #2: a quote
from the text (does not have
to be dialogue) that supports
your claim and premise.
Make sure to include the
page #.


