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K. Courts - kcourts@vidorisd.org

Welcome to AP English IV! I am excited to share our journey together!

As preparation for the types of assignments we will be doing during the year, you do
have an assignment for the summer. I advise that you purchase your own copy of the book you
choose to make annotating it easier.

Read and annotate either Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte OR Invisible Man by Ralph
Ellison. Please note that Invisible Man does contain some mature/violent content so please
investigate before you choose which one you want to read. Both of these novels are frequently
referenced on the AP Literature exam.

Annotations can either be written in the novel or on post-it notes. They should be your
notes where you mark different techniques the author is employing and the effect of those
techniques. The expectation is to see notes for techniques like figurative language, sensory
imagery, characterization, attitude, motifs, symbols, tone shifts, and narrative shifts, but it is not
enough to simply identify the technique! Annotations that specifically address tone, theme,
or purpose are preferred. Highlighting a phrase or merely labeling a technique without
explaining its holistic effect does not count as annotating and will not receive credit when
graded. Every chapter should have at least one. These will be a daily grade and are due
August 19th.

On August 23rd you will be given a timed writing (Open-ended Question 3) that
discusses and analyzes the novel you read for thematic worth. This essay will be a test grade.
I am including in this assignment some possible prompts:

*Works of literature often depict acts of betrayal. Friends and even family may betray a
protagonist; main characters may likewise be guilty of treachery or may betray their own values.
In a well-written essay, analyze the nature of the betrayal and show how it contributes to the
meaning of the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary.

*”You can leave home all you want, but home will never leave you.” Sonsyrea Tate
Tate’s statement suggests that “home” may be conceived of as a dwelling, a place, or a state of
mind. It may have positive or negative associations, but in either case, it may have a
considerable influence on an individual. Choose a novel in which a central character leaves
home yet finds that home remains significant. Write a well-developed essay in which you
analyze the importance of “home” to this character and the reasons for its continuing influence.
Explain how the character’s idea of home illuminates the larger meaning of the work.
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*A bildungsroman, or coming of age novel, recounts the psychological or moral
development of its protagonist from youth to maturity, when this character recognizes his  or her
place in the world. Select a single pivotal moment in the psychological or moral development of
the protagonist of a bildungsroman. Write a well-organized essay that analyzes how that single
moment shapes the meaning of the work as a whole.

*Many works of literature contain a character who intentionally deceives others. The
character’s dishonesty may be intended to help or to hurt. Such a character, for example, may
choose to mislead others for personal safety, to spare someone’s feelings, or to carry out a
crime. In a well-written essay, analyze the motives for that character’s deception and discuss
how the deception contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.

*Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has written that
“Exile is strangely compelling to think about but terrible to experience. It is the unhealable rift
forced between a human being and a native place, between the self and its true home; its
essential sadness can never be surmounted.” Yet Said has also said that exile can become “a
potent, even enriching” experience. Select a novel in which a character experiences such a rift
and becomes cut off from “home,” whether that home is the character’s birthplace, family,
homeland, or other special place. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the character’s
experience with exile is both alienating and enriching, and how this experience illuminates the
meaning of the work as a whole.


