
ENGLISH III – ADVANCED PLACEMENT                     SUMMER READING REQUIREMENTS 

Dear Future AP Students, 

First, let me congratulate you on accepting the challenge of English III AP. You have taken the first step on a new journey! To begin, 
let me address some things for you to know for the summer in preparation for the class. The first thing to remember is this class is 
about language and its use in the hands of remarkable writers. Second thing to remember is you are writing about writing, not writing 
about literary elements. Third thing to remember is it does not matter whether you like the writer or the writing, only that you can 
write about both. 

The focus for the reading will be along the lines of style analysis, so you should be able to identify, discuss, and write about the 
following: 

1. Author’s use of details and diction to establish his or her own distinctive style 
2. Author’s use of figurative language and imagery to capture the reader’s attention and add to his or her style 
3. Author’s unique syntax – employment of syntactical devices and variety in the sentence structure 
4. Author’s use of appeals (logos, pathos, ethos) to aid in the development of an argument 

 
You need to have these selections read, not scanned, by the first day of school. You should not rely on any form of “notes” 
available either in print or on-line to replace the actual reading of these selections.  
 
You have the following selections to read for the summer – 1 nonfiction book, and 4 essays. 
 

• Nonfiction: Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs, 3rd edition. This book can usually be found on Amazon for a good deal, 
but since annotation is part of your grade, it DOES need to be a new or clean copy. The instructions for this assignment can 
be found on the following pages. You are only responsible for Chapters 1-18, and I highly recommend that you complete this 
part of the summer assignment first. 

• You will also read the following essays. These are all included in the text 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology.  Be ready on the 
second day of school to answer the question listed for each essay in addition to the annotations – questions and an 
explanation of the annotations are on the next page.  
 

   “Serving in Florida,” by Barbara Ehrenreich 

                          “How it Feels to be Colored Me,” by Zora Neale Hurston 

                          “A Modest Proposal,” by Jonathan Swift 

                          “Learning to Read and Write,” by Frederick Douglass 

 
 
Read your book, make notations so you can be ready for class, and remember that what you do not know, I will teach you. Have a 
great summer, and I’ll see you in August. Should you need to reach me over the summer, email me at esanderson@vidorisd.org. 
 

Ms. Sanderson 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AP Language & Composition – Summer Assignment 2021     
Please read carefully! 
 

1. Thank You for Arguing (TYFA) by Jay Heinrichs: Purchase a copy of Third Edition (Copyright 2017).  
 

Assignment: You will read and annotate the Preface through Ch. 18 & hand in your book on the first day of 
school.  Keep in mind that some of topics Henrich’s uses for examples are just that: examples. Additionally, it is 
imperative that you read the chapters in their entirety as we will be working with these concepts for the remainder 
of the school year. There will be a test over the book the second day of school.  Read & annotate carefully! The 
test will be over the study guide (listed below). You don’t need to answer the questions (unless you want to), 
but you should annotate the book specifically for these items.   
 
**Chapter Two has a small section which contains slightly adult content. If you feel that this would offend you 
or your parent, you may skip this chapter. You will not be penalized for not reading this chapter, and it will not 
be on the test. 
 
Introduction 
      What does the quote before the introduction mean?  
Chapter 1 - Open Your Eyes 

1. Define Rhetoric.  
2. Know the history of rhetorical study on pages 4-5.  

 Chapter 2 - Set Your Goals 
        3) What is the difference between fighting and arguing?  
        4) What does persuasion try to do? 

   5) What is deliberative argument? (Hint: You’ll have to use context clues to build your  
 definition.) 

                    6) Why should you only “concede a point that will not damage your case/argument  
  irreparably? 
        7) What are Cicero’s 3 goals for persuading people?  
                    8) How does “changing the mood” help your argument?  
 Chapter 3 - Control the Tense 
        9) What are the three types of issues established by Aristotle? Why are knowing these  
  important?  
                   10) Why is it important to establish what core issue you are arguing about?  
       11) How can changing the tense (past, present, future) help you be more successful? 
       12) What is the purpose of forensic, demonstrative, and deliberative rhetoric? 
       13) What type of rhetoric is “the rhetoric of choice”? Why? 
 Chapter 4 - Soften Them Up 
      14) What is argument by logic (logos), character (ethos), and emotion (pathos)? 
      15) Why is concession the most powerful tool of logos? 
      16) How does “align[ing] yourself with your listener’s pathos” help you in an argument?  
 Chapter 5 - Get Them to Like You 
      17) What components make up decorum? 
      18) Why must you change your decorum based on your audience’s expectations?  
 Chapter 6 - Make Them Listen 
    19) Identify and define the “3 essential qualities of persuasive ethos.” 
 Chapter 7 - Use Your Craft 
     20) What is practical wisdom?  
     21) Why is practical wisdom important to building one’s ethos? 
 Chapter 8 - Show You Care 
     22) Why is ethos most important than any other aspect of rhetoric? 
     23) How can dubitatio function in an argument?  
 Chapter 9 - Control the Mood 
    24) According to Aristotle, where do emotions come from? Is this an accurate statement? Why? 
    25) Why is a “detailed narrative” the best way to change the mood of your audience?  
                 25) Understand the statement: “When you argue emotionally, speak simply.”  



                 27) What is the problem with humor? 
     28) What is unannounced emotion?  
 Chapter 10 - Turn the Volume Down 
     29) Why is the passive voice so useful? 
     30) How might you use the backfire technique in an argument? 
 Chapter 11 - Gain the High Ground 
      31) Why must you keep the motivation of your audience in mind when trying to persuade  
  them? 
                  32) What is “rhetorical commonplace?” Explain.   
 Chapter 12 - Persuade on Your Terms 
       33) Understand definition/redefinition.  
        34) Why must you as a “persuader” identify commonplace words? 
       35) What tense is best when addressing values? Why? 
 Chapter 13 - Control the Argument 
       36) What is a syllogism?  
       37) What is an enthymeme? 
       38) Know the difference between inductive & deductive logic.  

      39) What key word easily identifies the proof in an argument? 
 Defense  

Chapter 14 - Spot Fallacies  
   40) What are 4 questions that can help you determine if there is a fallacy in an argument? How  
 can you use these in everyday life?  

    41) What are the 3 identifiers associated with logical fallacies? 
    42) Understand: The False Comparison, The Bad Example, Ignorance of Proof, Tautology 
    43) Understand the following devices: 
a. Many questions 
b. False dilemma 
c. Complex cause 
d. The red herring 
e. Straw man 
f. Slippery slope 
   Chapter 15 - Call a Foul 
      59) What is the purpose of argument?  
      60) Explain the Fallacy of Power. .  
      61) Explain the Foul: Wrong Tense & Explain the Foul: “The Right Way.”  
      62) Explain innuendo, the threat, and utter stupidity. 
 Chapter 16 - Know Whom to Trust 
      63) When in an argument, and ethos is used, what is the first thing to look for to determine if  
  ethos is accurate? How could this be applied to your life?  
      64) Explain, define, and give an example of “virtue” according to Aristotle. 
      65) Explain the quote from Aristotle: “There’s virtue in moderation.” 
 Chapter 17 - Find the Sweet Spot 
      66) Explain “practical wisdom” or phronesis.  
      67) What is the most important trait of practical wisdom? Why?  
      68) What are the steps to evaluating ethos? 
 Chapter 18 - Deal with a Bully  
     69) How can you personally benefit from a bully? 
 
 

 

 

 



2. 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, 3rd or 6th edition. You will be assigned four essays to read and 
annotate, identifying the thesis statement/argument; author’s use of details and diction; author’s use of 
figurative language, syntax, and imagery; and the author’s use of appeals (logos, pathos, and ethos) to 
aid in the development of their argument or the main idea of their essay.  

 

In addition, you will be answering one to two questions specific to each essay. You will be tested over the 
questions and above annotations on the second day of class. 

The essays are:   “Serving in Florida,” by Barbara Ehrenreich 

                           “How it Feels to be Colored Me,” by Zora Neale Hurston 

                           “A Modest Proposal,” by Jonathan Swift 

                           “Learning to Read and Write,” by Frederick Douglass 

 

 “Serving in Florida” – Barbara Ehrenreich     
Ehrenreich builds her argument about the difficulties of living on minimum or near-minimum wage 
through her use of examples. Her argument is well-constructed and her examples plentiful, but the 
effectiveness of many of her examples comes from their being part of a story. By looking closely at one 
of the stories she tells about her experiences and the experiences of the men and women she works with, 
describe how Ehrenreich embeds examples in stories about individuals. 

 
“How It Feels to be Colored Me” – Zora Neale Hurston  

Consider Hurston’s use of imagination in her descriptions of the white neighbor, her experience at the 
jazz club, and in the final paragraph. How does she use specific details to ground these flights of 
imagination? How does she use these imaginative moments to make her points? 

 
“A Modest Proposal” – Jonathan Swift  

List the ways in which Swift’s proposal is presented that make it appear rational. Also, explain how 
Swift’s persona in the text (the impartial “rationale” who merely creates and offers his solution) uses 
irony to make a political point. 

“Learning to Read and Write” – Frederick Douglass  
List the different ways Douglass taught himself to read and write. Who else in the text undergoes a 
“learning” process and what are the results? What did you learn from this text? How can what you 
learned from Douglass’ essay apply to the WE Community Service Project, which focuses on literacy 
and accessibility to books for all Vidor children? (This year’s AP 3 Class will be participating in this 
project). 
 

 
 


