
 

 

 

August 30, 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
In spring 2019, Goddard Public Schools adopted Benchmark Advance as our new K-6 English 
Language Arts (ELA) curriculum.  The selection of this resource was the culmination of an 18-
month research and pilot process involving over fifty kindergarten through sixth grade teachers in 
our district who worked diligently to ensure the selection of the resource which will best meet the 
needs of Goddard Public Schools students.   
 
With the implementation of this new resource, student resources, classwork, and homework may 
look slightly different from what you’ve seen in the past. This is because they are designed to reflect 
the increased rigor and key instructional shifts identified in the Kansas English-Language Arts State 
Standards.   
 
Some of the exciting features of Benchmark Advance include: 

 Units: Benchmark Advance is comprised of ten, three-week units.  Each unit focuses on one 
knowledge strand, or one topic—so students will build deep content knowledge by reading a 
variety of text types centered on one single topic. Both striving readers as well as those who 
need to be challenged will have ample time to internalize main vocabulary and concepts using 
oral language in collaborative conversations.  Each unit is organized by an Essential Question 
and enables students to dive deeply into each of the unit topics, which include Next Generation 
Science Standards as well as social studies standards.  Students will build knowledge in these 
knowledge strands not only within a grade level, but also across their elementary and 
intermediate school careers.                                                              
                     

 Vertical Alignment: Benchmark Advance provides a framework that develops students’ content 
knowledge over time. Instruction occurs in the context of ten content-focused knowledge 
strands that increase in complexity and build knowledge over time, within a grade level and 
also across grades K-6.  Students are provided wide, deep, and meaningful engagement with 
high-quality literary and informational texts that build knowledge. Whole-group instruction 
focuses on core, grade-level texts. Small-group instruction provides a wealth of leveled texts at a 
variety of levels and reader's theater to support differentiation. All texts are connected to the 
unit topic.  As students move to the next grade level, they will revisit these strands through the 
lens of the unit topic and an Essential Question that builds from prior years of instruction, 
supports grade-level standards and expectations, and promotes thinking about a topic or 
concept from many perspectives simultaneously.       
       

 Write-In Text Sets: Students will receive their own books they can own and write in. With 
these books, students are taking responsibility and ownership for their learning, using a 



 
 

powerful tool that takes the place of a simple workbook. Annotation helps the reader slow 
down in order to deepen understanding. The Texts for Close Reading and My Shared Reading 
components provide space for students to write, highlight, circle, and underline. The 
paragraphs are numbered so that they can have conversations and easily cite evidence.  
             

 Online Resources: Your child will receive a Benchmark Universe account which will allow 
them to have access to reading and literacy materials for classroom instruction, additional 
practice and family reading time.  We encourage you to log in and view your child’s library, read 
online texts, and explore the full range of interactive options that make learning fun!  Your 
child's teacher will communicate more information about the available digital features and 
login information in the near future. 

For more information, you may visit the Benchmark Advance website 
(https://www.BenchmarkAdvance.com).  Please do not hesitate to ask your child's teacher any 
questions you might have about the program. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Julie D. Cannizzo  
Assistant Superintendent of Academic Affairs 
jcannizzo@goddardusd.com 
(316) 794-4000 
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