
COMANCHE ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD 
SCHOOL BOARD PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD POLICY 

 
I. Purpose 
 

The Comanche Academy School Board ("Board") recognizes the important of citizen 
participation in Comanche Academy matters. In order to assure citizens are heard and 
board meetings are conducted efficiently and in an organized matter, the Board will set 
aside specific time for public comment. The purpose of this Public Comment Period Policy 
(“Policy”) is to ensure that Comanche Academy and the Board have a consistent approach 
to public comments during Board meetings, while also staying in compliance with the 
applicable laws of the Comanche Nation and the State of Oklahoma. 

 
II. Definitions 
 

A. Public Comment Period: The designated time period during both Regular and 
Special Comanche Academy School Board meetings when members of the public 
are given the opportunity to address the Board. 

B. Members of the Public: Any individual physically present at a Comanche Academy 
School Board meeting who is not there in an official capacity as a representative, 
employee, or agent of the Board, or as a special guest, invited by the Board to give 
a speech or presentation on a pre-determined matter. 

 
III. Statement/Description of Policy 
 
Within the discretion of the Board, during the designated Public Comment Period, members of the 
public may address the Board on any open session agenda item (“Agenda Item”) on any regular 
meeting agenda, and may also address the Board on any matter not listed as an Agenda Item if the 
Board determines in its discretion to allow comment on the topic. In order to speak during the 
Public Comment Period on any matter not listed as an Agenda Item, the Member of the Public 
must submit the topic on which they would like to communicate to the Board Clerk via email at 
least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting. Then, the Board, in its sole discretion, will make 
a final determination on whether or not to allow the person to speak on that topic at the Board 
meeting. If allowed to speak, each Member of the Public shall have a time limit of three minutes 
to speak. At the end of the three-minute time period, if the Member of the Public has not finished 
speaking, the Board will stop the speaker. However, the Board will also be allowed to grant the 
speaker more time if the Board feels it is necessary and a proper use of the Board's time.  
 
The Board has significant interest in maintaining the decorum of its meetings, and it is expected 
that the Members of the Public and the Board will address each other with civility. The orderly 
process of the Board will not be interfered with or disrupted by any public comment. Only 
individuals recognized by the Board President at the meeting will be able to speak. Comments by 
others are out of order. Any person who fails to relinquish the podium or cease speaking, or 
engages in loud or boisterous behaviors, or performs any act which is disruptive to the orderly 
conduct of the Board’s business will be in the first instance asked to sit down and be quiet. If the 
person or persons persist the individual(s) causing the disruption will be asked to leave the Board 



meeting. If they refuse to leave, police will be called to take the person into custody and arrested 
for Disorderly Conduct, or as appropriate, harassment of public official. Defamatory comments 
may be subject to legal action.  
 
No member of the public shall be allowed to use names of specific employees of the School during 
their comments unless previously approved by the Board.  
 
NOTE: Members of the Public do not have a legal right to participate in Board meetings. 
The Board needs to make a determination how best, if at all, to involve the public in their 
Board meetings. This Policy may be amended at any time by a majority vote of the Board 
present at a Board meeting and will go immediately into effect at that time.  
 
NOTE: NO COMMENT FROM THE BOARD IN RESPONSE TO ANY PUBLIC 
COMMENT SHOULD BE EXPECTED AND IN MANY CIRCUMSTANCES MAY NOT 
BE ALLOWED.  
 
 
Adopted on: 5/19/2022 
  



 


