
Liberty Middle School
Electives (2022-2023)

Art (grades 6, 7, 8) - This course is visual art (drawing, painting) and some crafts (origami,
paper sculpture, paper mache’). You will be introduced to different mediums such as oil
pastels, charcoal and acrylic paint. You do not need to be able to draw but willing to
participate and learn new art techniques. I do have high expectations when it comes to your
artwork and want you to show it through participation, neatness and hardwork. Projects
will count the majority of your grade and will be completed in class. —Mrs. Angela Brooks

Band (grades 6, 7, 8) - This course teaches music through instrumental performance. We
will have quarterly performances or evaluations. This course is divided into sections -
Beginning Band is for students who have not participated in a band class before, Symphonic
Band is for those students who are continuing their participation in the program in 7th and
8th grades. You do not need to know how to play an instrument to sign up for Beginning
Band, we will teach you! Participation in band requires dedication to both practice and
performance. Band provides a unique opportunity to join a team where every single member
is important and valued, and helps people develop a life-long love of music that is valuable
for both personal enjoyment and as a marketable skill.

Choir (grades 6, 7, 8) - Choir is a performance-based class that is graded mostly on
participation. You do not have to know how to sing to be in choir, we teach you how to sing!
One of the key advantages of joining choir is developing a life-long money making skill. We
also have quarterly performances or evaluations.Another key advantage of choir is you are
not required to sing by yourself! There are several competitions you can participate in. All
individual competitions are optional, but are highly encouraged! *Choir also is a “no
homework” class. —Mr. Mark Patterson



Elective Wheel (grade 6) - The Elective Wheel is a 9-week rotation of 4 different courses:
Fundamentals of Chess, Career Investigations, Reader’s Theater, and Road Trip USA.

Fundamentals of Chess - The goals of Fundamentals of Chess class are to:
● aid in the development of both memory and logical thinking
● promote imagination and creativity

In this nine week class students will be introduced to the fundamentals of the game:  piece
movement, chess notation, basics of both the opening and endgame, and eventually strategy
and tactics.  Students will learn these concepts both over the board and through digital
instruction.  The course will end with a Swiss-style tournament held in the classroom.

Career Investigations - The goals of Investigating Careers class are to:
● help students take control of their future and prepare for college,
● help students become organized and become better learners,
● provide students with an opportunity to research careers that interest them, and to

begin preparing for them now, and
● help students become aware of real financial issues, and to learn skills that will help

them in the future.
Mastering organization skills, thinking ahead to their futures, and learning about career
choices helps the students in middle school, high school, college, and beyond.

Reader’s Theater - The goals of Reader’s Theater students learn to give effective oral
presentations and explore various aspects of script writing.
Students:

● work successfully in flexible collaborative groups
● develop convincing attributes that assist in adding credibility to a character
● incorporate weekly themes into a script
● establish and develop a plot and setting
● provide constructive feedback to presenters
● willingly receive constructive feedback from peers
● connect verbal communication to nonverbal messages
● cultivate academic courage

Each class begins with Silent Sustained Reading. Selected books are based on student choice.
Every week students are assigned new groups to develop a script. All group members
contribute their ideas to the final writing of the script.



Road Trip USA - In this 9-week class, students plan a virtual road trip across several
states. They map their route, balance a budget, book hotels, select state attractions to visit,
and create an album of their adventures. It's a very fun way to "experience" parts of the
country and learn about states and regions.

Theater (grades 6, 7, 8) - Theater is both a performance-based and hands-on course. In
theater, you will have the opportunity to be on stage for one large ensemble play and one
small ensemble play.  In addition, you will also have the opportunity to learn how to run
lights and sound.  Basic costuming and set design will also be included during the course of
the year.  You will learn the ins and outs of creating a character and learning how to connect
your character with an audience.  Above all, you will have FUN, whether it be on stage or
behind-the-scenes!!

Computer (grades 7 & 8) - Computer class is a fun and challenging course to take here at
LMS.  As you progress through this class you will develop a much greater understanding of
today’s technology and how to interact with it responsibly.  The first semester we work with
computer software:  office applications and 3D modeling are covered in detail.  The 3D
modeling unit is always a big hit with students, especially when it comes time to printing our
creations on the 3D printer.  The second semester is devoted to programming.  You will learn
to use HTML, CSS and javaScript to design your own website, create animations and even
your very own video game from scratch!  The only limit to how far you can go in my class is
your imagination, focus and hard work. --- Mr. Justin Armstrong

Newspaper / Yearbook (grade 8) - Newspaper and Yearbook class is an elective for 8th
grade students who have a desire to express themselves through a variety of means.  Instead
of writing newspaper articles, we create monthly newscasts to keep our fellow students and
faculty informed about current events on our campus.  There are opportunities for those
interested in front of the camera at the anchor desk or as reporters as well as behind the
camera as a video editor, camera operator or script editor.  In addition to the newscasts, we
have the responsibility of creating the school yearbook.  You will learn proper photography
and editing techniques to get the most from your photos.  Students selected for this class
should possess a very good work ethic and strong ELA skills.---Mr. Justin Armstrong



Beginner Piano (grades 7 & 8) - Beginner Piano is a hands-on introductory class where
students learn beginning piano skills and fundamentals of music literacy.  The focus is on
piano basics including learning to read notes, read rhythms, play scales, play basic chords,
and other tools essential to learning to play the piano.

College and Career Awareness (grades 7 & 8) 1 semester, matches with
Leadership - Welcome to the world of College and Career Awareness! The goal of this
course is to create a culture of high expectation and continuous improvement that provides
middle school students with a foundation for success in high school, future studies, and
careers. Students explore college and career planning. The students research labor market
information, learn job-seeking skills, and create documents required for employment.
Students use self-knowledge to explore and set realistic goals.

Leadership (grades 7 & 8) 1 semester, matches with College and Career
Awareness - Leadership provides opportunities to study, practice and develop group and
individual leadership and organizational skills. These skills include decision-making skills,
problem-solving techniques, communication skills, leadership roles, human relation skills
and understanding the need for civic responsibility. The course will apply a hands-on, active
learning approach to leadership.

Unified Champion Sports / Adaptive PE (grade 8, by application) - Unified Youth
Leaders are students that show leadership qualities, have a desire for helping others and
making an inclusive school for all students. They are students that can be counted on to be
role models for all students. They will be a presence on campus by modeling positive
behavior and being facilitators for learning experiences by instructing and working
alongside our students with special needs during one class period during the school day, as
well as going to tournaments to participate in sporting events such as bocce, bowling,
basketball and soccer. Unified Youth Leaders act as a bridge for students with and without
special needs, with support from the current Unified Sports coordinator, Ms. Abel, and staff.
For the 2020-2021 school year. The Unified Youth Leaders will work with students daily
during 6th period. This will be in place of one elective. Unified Youth Leaders are students
that feel compelled to be active community leaders alongside our students with special needs
through sports activities that can create and lead others to make our school a Unified Sports
Champions School.



Student Aide / Office. Library, Teacher (grade 8, by application) - This course will
provide students with life experiences as they learn to be prompt, dependable and efficient.
Students will receive training in communication skills, time management, and
organizational skills, while assisting staff members in the office, library and classroom.
Students who are selected as aides are helpful, respectful, and trustworthy. They must have
good attendance records and be passing all classes. Office , Library, and Teacher Aides are
part of the first impression people have of Liberty Middle Middle, so we need students who
behave appropriately at all times and follow student dress code. Aides are also expected to be
trustworthy and responsible. They must be friendly as they deal with parents, guests, and
students.
Front Office Aide - deliveries, student/parent tours, welcoming visitors to the building, make
copies, help teachers, collecting attendances
Library Aide - help Librarian with shelving and checking out books and other Library duties
Teacher Aide - help teachers with activities in their classrooms (labs, filing, preparing items
for lessons, peer tutoring, etc.

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources (8th grade) - High School
Course, Credit 1.0
Principles of agriculture, food, and natural resources will allow students to develop knowledge
and skills regarding career and educational opportunities, personal development, globalization,
industry standards, details, practices, and expectations.  To prepare for careers in agriculture,
good, and natural resources, students must attain academic skills and knowledge in agriculture.
To prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, experience, apply, and
transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings.

Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance (8th grade) - High School Course,
Credit 1.0
In Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance, students gain knowledge and skills in
economics and private enterprise systems, the impact of global business, marketing of goods
and services, advertising, and product pricing. Students analyze the sales process and
financial management principles. This course allows students to reinforce, apply, and
transfer academic knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant activities,
problems and settings in business, marketing, and finance. Students entering the Business
Financial Pathway will need to take this course prior to BIM I. Students entering the Business
Management Pathway will need to take this course prior to Accounting I.


