
U.S. Presidents
1897-1921

The History.com video, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8VE9aObwfU, you will watch today will 
document the presidencies of the 25th-28th presidents of the United States: William McKinley, 
Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Woodrow Wilson.

Before starting the video, scan this paper to make yourself aware of the information you are to acquire.
There are two definitions you need to study:

Imperialism-the policy of extending the rule or authority of an empire or nation over foreign countries, 
or of acquiring and holding colonies

Progressive-favoring or advocating progress, change, improvement, or reform, as opposed to wishing 
to maintain things as they are, especially in political matters: a progressive mayor. 

Complete the following:

1. Place the names of the presidents and the years they were in office in the appropriate places.

2. Who was president during the Spanish-American War?

3. In what country was the Spanish-American War fought?

4. What countries did the U.S. Acquire by winning the Spanish-American War?

5. How did Theodore Roosevelt become president in 1901?

6. What group of people did Theodore Roosevelt believe held too much power in the U.S.?

7. What Latin American canal was Theodore Roosevelt instrumental in getting built?

8. What doctrine did Theodore Roosevelt invoke to protect the western hemisphere?

9. What was the name of his policy to back this doctrine?

10. What book did Upton Sinclair write, exposing the evils of the meat industry?

11. Which president started the effort to preserve our national parks?

12. Who did Theodore Roosevelt want to be his successor? Why?

13. Did Taft like being president?

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/progress
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8VE9aObwfU


14. How many parties had candidates running for president in 1912? What were the parties' names 
and who were their candiates?

15. What was Wilson's domestic policy called?

16. What year did World War I start?

17.What year did the U.S. Enter World War I?

18. The reason Wilson gave when asking Congress for a declaration of war was “The world must 
be made safe for _______________________.”

19. Wilson's plan for peace included a _______________ ____ _________________, an 
international body for settling disputes without war.

20. The Alien and Sedition Acts passed by Congress during WWI made it a crime to criticize the 
_________________________________.

21. What physical malady did President Woodrow Wilson suffer late in 1919?

21. Did the U.S. Congress sign the Treaty of Versailles?

22. In the following table, write PROGRESSIVE and/or IMPERIALIST beside each president's 
name.

William McKinley
Theodore Roosevelt
William Howard Taft
Woodrow Wilson


