
Diorama – Individual project 

 

Create a diorama of the set  

• choose a scene from the play that appeals to you 

• create a diorama or 3D version of what the set would look like for that scene 

• make sure you include all necessary features, props, and details 

 

Requirements for a High School Diorama Project 

X 
By Dana Schafer, eHow Contributor | updated September 22, 2011 

Visual 

The visual aspect of a high school diorama usually illustrates a scene from a book or an 
interpretation from an event or story. The images are constructed as two-dimmensional or three-
dimmensional views using some sort of box, depending on the size needed. A shoebox can be 
used; however, a larger box will give more space for details. The box should be painted on the 
outside and inside. Cover the interior of the box with either construction paper or foam before 
painting. You can use clay or dough to form images, models and structures, or you can purchase 
items at a craft store. Creativity in your display is key to the visual aspect. In addition, the 
diorama's visual portion should display thorough knowledge of the topic at hand. 

Writing 

Accompany the box diorama with a description of the scene or story in the visual representation. 
Type this portion of the project to ensure that it is clean and legible. Make sure to explain the 
setting. Include direct quotations, if you are using a scene from a book. Include the page numbers 
where the captions can be found. Attach the written portion to the side of the diorama box. 

Oral Presentation 

Present the diorama project to your class. Prepare a speech that is at least three minutes long, 
unless otherwise directed. Explain to your audience why the scene or book was chosen. Explain 
the exact scene in your diorama. Read the description that you included with the box. Before 
ending your presentation, ask the class if there are any questions. 

Evaluation 

The diorama will be evaluated based on the artistic presentation of the diorama box itself and the 
attention to detail. In addition, the written portion will be evaluated based on your reasoning for 
using the topic, the organization of the description and grammar. Furthermore, your oral 
presentation must be clear, concise and accurate, and agree with the information presented in 
your written portion. Follow the guidelines and instructions of your specific diorama project in 
order to obtain a good grade 

http://www.ehow.com/info_12087626_requirements-high-school-diorama-project.html


Diorama Rubric 

Student Name:     ______________________________  

 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  

Quality of 
Construction  

The diorama shows 
considerable attention to 
construction. The items are 
neatly trimmed. All items are 
carefully and securely 
attached to the backing. 
There are no stray marks, 
smudges or glue stains. 
Nothing is hanging over the 
edges.  

The diorama shows 
attention to construction. 
The items are neatly 
trimmed. All items are 
carefully and securely 
attached to the backing. A 
few barely noticeable stray 
marks, smudges or glue 
stains are present. 
Nothing is hanging over 
the edges.  

The diorama shows some 
attention to construction. 
Most items are neatly 
trimmed. All items are 
securely attached to the 
backing. A few barely 
noticeable stray marks, 
smudges or glue stains are 
present. Nothing is hanging 
over the edges.  

The diorama was put 
together sloppily. Items 
appear to be just "slapped 
on". Pieces may be loose 
or hanging over the edges. 
Smudges, stains, rips, 
uneven edges, and/or stray 
marks are evident.  

Creativity  Several of the objects used 
in the diorama reflect an 
exceptional degree of 
student creativity in their 
creation and/or display  

One or two of the objects 
used in the diorama reflect 
student creativity in their 
creation and/or display.  

One or two objects were 
made or customized by the 
student, but the ideas were 
typical rather than creative 
(.e.g, apply the emboss filter 
to a drawing in Photoshop).  

The student did not make 
or customize any of the 
items on the diorama.  

Design  Objects are an appropriate 
size and interesting shape 
and are arranged well. Care 
has been taken to balance 
the diorama scene.  

Objects are an appropriate 
size and interesting shape 
and are arranged well. 
The diorama, however 
does not appear balanced.  

Objects are an appropriate 
size and shape, but the 
arrangement of items is not 
very attractive. It appears 
there was not a lot of 
planning of the item 
placement.  

Objects are of an 
inappropriate size and/or 
shape. It appears little 
attention was given to 
designing the diorama.  

Time and Effort  Class time was used wisely. 
Much time and effort went 
into the planning and design 
of the diorama. It is clear the 
student worked at home as 
well as at school.  

Class time was used 
wisely. Student could have 
put in more time and effort 
at home.  

Class time was not always 
used wisely, but student did 
do some additional work at 
home.  

Class time was not used 
wisely and the student put 
in no additional effort.  

Attention to 
Theme  

The student gives a 
reasonable explanation of 
how every item in the 
diorama is related to the 
theme and scene. For most 
items, the relationship is 
clear without explanation.  

The student gives a 
reasonable explanation of 
how most items in the 
diorama are related to the 
assigned theme. For many 
of the items, the 
relationship is clear 
without explanation.  

The student gives a fairly and 
reasonable explanation of 
how most items in the 
diorama are related to the 
assigned theme.  

The student's explanations 
are weak and illustrate 
difficulty understanding 
how to relate items to the 
assigned theme.  

Oral 
Presentation 

The student speaks clearly 
and loudly. It is obvious that 
the student has vast 
knowledge of the topic and 
is prepared to present. The 
student presents a well- 
organized explanation and 
stays on topic the entire 
time. 

The student 
mispronounces one or two 
words, but is loud enough 
to be heard by the 
audience. The student 
exhibits good knowledge 
of the content and seems 
fairly well-prepared. The 
information is organized 
and mostly on topic.  

The student mispronounces 
a few words and is hard to 
hear at times. There are 
some discrepancies in the 
students’ knowledge and 
several pauses throughout 
the presentation. The 
information is somewhat 
organized and sometimes 
off-topic.  

The student does not 
speak clearly or loudly 
enough to be heard. The 
information presented is 
often incorrect and the 
student is clearly not 
prepared to present. The 
information is unorganized 
and often off-topic.  

 


