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Comparison of Prohibition as Described in United State History: Reconstruction to the Present  

and Life Lived in the Cat City Hills

A colorful era in world history envelopes the first decades of the twentieth century. As 

American society took on the attitude that government should “fix” the problems of society such 

as inequality in worker treatment and wages, big business regulation, women's rights,  corrupt 

government, and the society's class differences, one issue that was popularly believed to have a 

negative impact on society was the drinking of alcohol. In an effort to correct this societal 

problem, the eighteenth amendment to the US Constitution was ratified in 1919, prohibiting “the 

manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors” within, into, or out of the United 

States and its territories (Lapsansky-Werner C23). This is called prohibition.

Prohibition was supposed to make society better by reducing alcoholism and the diseases 

resulting from drinking. But, people drank even though it was prohibited so demand remained 

high.  Because it could not be manufactured or sold legally, it became a dangerous business, but 

high risk brought great profit (Lapsansky-Werner 342). During the decade of the 1920s, the 

American farmer was not making wealth equal to industry workers in the urban areas. 

Prohibition offered many such people the chance to make “more money than most . . . country 

boys had ever seen” (Jenkins 10) or at least “to provide for his family” (Jenkins 73).

Actually, prohibition hurt society in many ways. First, because a man could make “more 
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money than most . . . country boys had ever seen” (Jenkins 10), the risk of breaking the law, 

getting caught and being punished was worth the crime of making the illegal liquor. The book, 

Life Lived in the Cat City Hills, explains how a farmer and his neighbor, living near Caddo, 

Oklahoma, were caught after a gun battle with federal revenuers and charged with illegal 

bootlegging. Once sentenced by the court at McAlester, Oklahoma, the neighbor received a ten 

year sentence because this was not his first warning, while the author's dad paid a fine from his 

billfold and was given a five year suspended sentence (Jenkins 27-28).

Secondly, organized crime soared during this period. It was spotlighted by crime 

syndicates such as Al Capone's. 

The problem was that under the guise of providing a glass of beer or scotch, 

organized crime spread into other areas of society. Capone's other 

“businesses”included prostitution, drugs, robbery, and murder. Thus, Prohibition 

contributed to the growth of organized crime in America. (Lapsansky-Werner 

342)

The providers of the illegal liquor were as much a part of organized crime as was Capone's 

syndicate. Jenkins tells the story of his dad and his business partner checking their guns before 

going into the woods where the federal revenuers were investigating their illegal still and hearing 

shots as a gun fight ensued (25). Another story he tells involves horse back riders who “had too 

much wild cat whiskey under their belts” riding by his family's house one night, shooting 

through the house before riding on (28). Much criminal activity was generated because of illegal 

bootlegging. 
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Prohibition was supposed to be the answer to society's ills as described by the 

progressives of the early twentieth century (Lapsansky-Werner 341) but, as one reads works such 

as Life Lived in the Cat City Hills, as well as the textbook, prohibition actually became the root 

of organized crime of the 1920s and 1930s. Both books explain this reality: the textbook more 

from a national point of view while Life Lived in the Cat City Hills explains local involvement 

and consequences.
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