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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 

 
November 9, 2020 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 5:54 p.m. Mr. Frazier convened the regular meeting of the district Board of Education. 

Mr. Frazier asked everyone to keep the Edgewood family in their prayers due to the passing of 

Angela Francis and husband of Angela Billingsley. Mr. Frazier opened the meeting with a word 

of prayer. Board members present were, Ms. Boone, Mr. Hartsfield, Ms. Tillman, Mr. Milner, 

Ms. Whitaker and Mr. Moore. School administrative personnel present were Mr. Hayden, Mr. 

Tietz, Ms. Merritt, Ms. Sanders, Ms. Shaw, Ms. Williams, Mr. Cooper, Officer Arnold, Ms. 

Bailey and Mr. Webb. Mr. Dale Ellis from the P.B. Commercial was in attendance. 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 

President. According to Administrative Policy (1.2.a. and 1.2.c), Directors are qualified 

to be President in rotation after three years of service, and each year the qualified director 

who has served on the Board longest without being President shall be elected to the office 

of President. This year the board member that is eligible for President is Kevin Moore. 

Mr. Frazier asked for a motion. On a motion by Ms. Boone and a second by Mr. 

Hartsfield, the board voted 7-0 to elect Mr. Moore as President. Mr. Frazier then turned 

the meeting over to Mr. Moore. Mr. Moore presented Mr. Frazier with a plaque for his 

service as President. Mr. Frazier stated that it was a very enjoyable experience. 

 

Vice President. According to Administrative Policy (1.2.b.), Directors are qualified to be 

Vice-President after two years of service. Mr. Moore opened the floor for nominations. 

On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 7-0 to elect 

Sandra Boone as the Vice-President. 

 

Secretary. Mr. Moore opened the floor for nominations for Secretary. On a motion by Mr. 

Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 7-0 to elect Goldie Whitaker as 

the Secretary.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes. The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 7-0 on a 

motion by Ms. Boone and a second by Mr. Hartsfield. 

 

Financial Statement. Dr. Guess presented the financial statement for the month of 

October, reporting $1,520.771.02 in revenue and expenditures of $1,406,187.11 in the 

non-activity funds, leaving an ending balance of $8,590,013.59. Dr. Guess stated the 

district is being very frugal and checking every requisition to make sure we are not going 
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over the budget. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Frazier, the board voted 

7-0 to approve the Financial Statement for the month of October. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

Ready for Learning Committee. Chair Committee, Ms. Sanders gave an update from last 

month’s report. The district has 1,011 virtual students. 92 have returned to onsite 

instruction since October and 362 have returned since school started. Dr. Guess started a 

campaign to get Principals to bring students back after report cards came out. When 

Elementary students come back, it is easier to schedule. When Secondary students come 

back it is harder to put them on a new schedule and there has been a waiting list. There 

was a second survey sent out with 101 responses. 91% said they had reliable internet and 

98% said their student could log in. 43% said they were extremely satisfied with teachers 

responding to questions and 80% said they will not send their child back on campus. 

Guiding Coalition is a new process in place to work with DESE and Solution Tree to 

ensure all students learn. We have one consultant per campus that helps with 

assessments. They use essential standards and take one bite at a time. They use periodic 

assessments to see what needs to be done to meet essential standards. They use RTI to 

reteach standards to catch the students who didn’t get it the first time. The board thanked 

Ms. Sanders for her work.  

 

Vacant. Consideration of appointment to vacant board zone 3. Mr. Frazier said Ms. 

Tillman has done a commendable job and he made a motion to appoint her to another 

term for zone 3. On a second by Ms. Boone, the board voted 7-0 to appoint Ms. Tillman 

to zone 3 for another term. 

 

Resolution. Dr. Guess recommended approval of the attached resolution governing 

ethical guidelines. Dr. Guess stated that the legislation requires that any school employee 

that has any possible relationship with the district must be documented. He stated there 

were 4 employees that have relationships. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by 

Ms. Boone, the board voted 7-0 on the resolution.  

 

PPC REPORT & CPPC 

 

Several concerns came from faculty and Ms. Hemphill met with Dr. Guess to discuss, 

therefore she has no report.  

 

 

BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

 

The Holiday meals with parents will not take place this year due to Covid-19. Holiday 

meals will be served to students only. 

The ASBA Annual Conference will be December 9-12 virtually. If you would like to 

attend and have not already notified Jamie, please do so as soon as possible.  
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PERSONNEL 

 

Dr. Guess received a letter of resignation from Bruce Rollins, Bus Driver. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Frazier and a second by Mr. Hartsfield, the board voted 7-0 on the 

personnel recommendation. 

 

Dr. Guess recommended the termination of Julie Stroud, Cafeteria, due to the inability to 

perform her job.  

 

On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Hartsfield, the board voted 7-0 on the 

termination recommendation. 

 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

Dr. Guess stated the district sent a survey from DESE about Covid to the certified staff 

and will send it to the parents. AAA gave a choice to schools for playoffs and we will 

play Vilonia Friday night. ROTC had their inspection this week with people from 

Houston. They did a wonderful job and got a letter stating how great the program is. They 

were designated as an Honor Unit with National recognition. Our enrollment is at 2169 as 

of today, which is down from last year but stable. WC was not on the list of active Covid 

cases out of 84 districts that were. He gave credit to the hard work of the staff. 

Thanksgiving break is coming up and Christmas break will be soon.  

 

ADJOURNMENT.    

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Jerry Guess and Norma Walker. 

 

 

 

 

Goldie Whitaker, 

Board Secretary  


