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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 

 
October 12, 2020 

 

REPORT TO THE PUBLIC & MASTER FACILITIES UPDATE 

 

 Mr. William Tietz, Assistant Superintendent gave an overview of the district. He 

introduced the Superintendent and the School Board. He discussed accreditation, the budget and 

audit report, salary schedules, enrollment, attendance, graduation and dropout rate, 

homeschooled, demographics, teacher educational backgrounds, class size, academic services, 

graduation credits, concurrent credits, advanced classes, parental involvement, ACT,  special 

programs such as Gifted & Talented, Special Education, ESL, Dyslexia, and Food Service. Ms. 

Boone asked how the district determined if someone is homeless. Kerri Williams described this 

process. A member of the audience asked if all that students including virtual have been seen for 

services. Mr. Tietz stated not all of the virtual students have been seen but they will be soon. Ms. 

Boone stated that Ms. Bailey has done an awesome job with Food Service. Mr. Frazier thanked 

Mr. Tietz for his work on the presentation.  

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 6:20 p.m. Mr. Frazier convened the regular meeting of the district Board of Education. 

Mr. Milner started the meeting off with a word of prayer. Board members present were, Ms. 

Boone, Mr. Hartsfield, Ms. Tillman, Mr. Milner and Mr. Moore. Ms. Whitaker was absent.  

School administrative personnel present were Mr. Hayden, Mr. Tietz, Ms. Sanders, Ms. Merritt, 

and Mr. Webb. Ms. Eplumus Colvin from the P.B. Commercial was in attendance. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes. The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 6-0 on a 

motion by Ms. Boone and a second by Mr. Moore. 

 

Financial Statement. Dr. Guess presented the financial statement for the month of 

September, reporting $1,239,274.88 in revenue and expenditures of $1,389,406.62 in the 

non-activity funds, leaving an ending balance of $8,475,479.68. On a motion by Mr. 

Moore and a second by Mr. Hartsfield, the board voted 6-0 to approve the Financial 

Statement for the month of September. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Public Communication. Ms. Latoya Morgan addressed the board about some concerns. 

She had concerns about the parking lot at L.L. Owen. She thanked Ms. Shaw and for 

having it repaired. She wanted to know who the school board members were and what 

zones they represented. This information has now been added to the website. She had 

several concerns and was disappointed that parents weren’t at the public report. She 

wants to have a town hall forum to ask parents what they wanted in the schools. She 

wants to have a volunteer plan. She said the website was very hard to navigate and that 

needs to be addressed. She is upset that the dyslexia students at home were not serviced 

for the first nine weeks. Mr. Hartsfield stated it was the parents’ choice to keep their 

students at home. He said they can get the services if they come to school. She said that it 

is the law to support and offer services to those children. Ms. Boone stated that Ms. 

Morgan was trying to blame the school and parents need to take responsibility too. The 

district cannot provide back and forth during the day for those. Mr. Hartsfield stated we 

have offered free meals and parents won’t pick them up. Ms. Morgan stated that they 

could drop them off to the neighborhoods and Mr. Hartsfield stated it would cost money 

the district does not have.  

 

Ready for Learning Committee. Chair Committee, Ms. Sanders gave an update from last 

month’s report. The plexiglass has been put in place in the Elementary schools. She had 

feedback from the progress reports and as a result virtual students have either improved 

grades or came back to onsite learning. She stated there are 1134 virtual students, 262 

have returned back onsite, and 150 have had to go to virtual learning. DESE has 

introduced Engage Learning and their plan has included things the district has already 

been doing. There was a survey sent out to virtual students and parents and only 16 

parents responded. The next survey will be November 2nd and will advertise more in 

advance before it is sent out. There will be virtual Parent Teacher Conferences. The 

district is dismissing early so they will start earlier so teachers can talk to more parents 

and virtual students can do theirs during the week. Dr. Guess stated the teachers have 

worked so hard and are frustrated. Mr. Boone commended Ms. Sanders and the staff for 

doing all they can do in this unusual year.  

 

Resolution. Be it resolved that the Watson Chapel School Board, in accordance with 

Arkansas Code 6-13-635, has reviewed the required Cognos report which identifies those 

employees receiving a 5% or greater increase in salary from fiscal year 2019 to fiscal 

year 2020 and approves those increases in total based upon the reasons stated on the 

accompanying spreadsheet as required. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by 

Ms. Boone, the board voted 6-0 to pass the resolution.  

 

Statement of Assurances. Dr. Guess recommended approval of the attached Statement of 

Assurances. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Hartsfield, the board voted 

6-0 to approve the Statement of Assurances.  

 

PPC REPORT & CPPC 

 

No report. Mr. Frazier thanked the committee for their work. 
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BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

 

The ASBA Annual Conference will be December 9-11 virtually. Ms. Boone said 

congratulations to Mr. Milner on his ordination. Mr. Frazier commended on the 

consolidation meeting and thanked the staff and board members for coming. He thanked 

Dr. Guess for speaking up and addressing issues. He congratulated the homecoming 

queen Quanterrika Littleton, and court. He asked for prayers for the teacher battling 

Covid. He had a one page form to help market the school and show what is being offered.  

 

The WC School Board will need to select a board member to serve as an official delegate 

at the 2020 ASBA Delegate Assembly. Ms. Boone was nominated on a motion by Mr. 

Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 6-0 for Ms. Boone to be the 

official delegate.  

 

PERSONNEL 

 

Dr. Guess received a verbal resignation from Hope Hodges. The board needs to consider 

employing a Nurse. 

 

1. Olivia Morris Jackson as a Nurse 

 

On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Moore, the board vote 6-0 on the 

personnel recommendations.  

 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

Dr. Guess stated that October 15th was the end of the 9 weeks. The district was closed 

October 16th for the fall holiday. Parent Teacher Conferences will be October 22nd and 

the district is releasing two hours early.  

 

ADJOURNMENT.    

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Jerry Guess and Norma Walker. 

 

 

 

 

Mack Milner, 

Board Secretary  


