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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 

 
July 13, 2020 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 5:57 p.m. Mr. Frazier convened the regular meeting of the district Board of Education. 

Board members present were, Ms. Boone, Ms. Whitaker, Mr. Milner, Mr. Hartsfield, Ms. 

Tillman and Mr. Moore. School administrative personnel present were Mr. Hayden, Mr. Tietz, 

Ms. Williams, Ms. Sanders, and Mr. Webb. The press was not in attendance. 

Mr. Frazier announced new board member Morgan Tillman. He stated that the board intends to 

give proper recognition in honor of Ronnie Reynolds next month. The plaque was not available 

for this meeting.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes. The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 7-0 on a 

motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner. 

 

Financial Statement. Dr. Guess presented the financial statement for the month of June, 

reporting $1,985,102.19 in revenue and expenditures of $3,038,704.64 in the non-activity 

funds, leaving an ending balance of $6,726,960.42. Dr. Guess stated the larger 

expenditures was because of the summer payrolls and the district had a good ending 

balance that will help with loss of revenue due to loss of students. Mr. Hartsfield asked 

how many students the district lost this year and Dr. Guess responded about 225 students. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Bond. Leigh Ann Biernat from Stephens presented the winning bid of the bond 

ordinance. Dr. Guess recommended approval and acceptance of the bid on the refunding 

bond ordinance. Ms. Beirnat gave a report and stated they had four bids and savings just 

under $318,000. On a motion by Mr. Moore and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 

6-0 to approve the winning bid of the bond ordinance. Mr. Frazier recused himself due to 

being a financial advisor. 

 

 

Teacher Hearing. Mr. Charline Wright requested a board hearing to appeal the 

Superintendent’s denial of her grievance appeal. Ms. Wright requested an open hearing. 

Whitney Moore, attorney presented documents to support the district’s stance on the 

grievance. Mr. Wright presented her grievance over not getting paid for additional duties. 

After all evidence was heard, the board adjourned to executive session to discuss the 
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grievance. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 7-

0 by show of hands to deny Ms. Wright’s grievance.  

 

Ready for Learning Committee. Chair Committee, Ms. Sanders gave a brief report on the 

upcoming school year. Mr. Hartsfield asked if all teachers will be on campus and teach 

some virtual and some in class. Ms. Sanders stated the orientation will be this week then 

the district will know how many students will be virtually and how many will be on site. 

Then the district can determine how many teachers will teach just virtually and how 

many will teach in class. Students will have to follow a schedule as if they were in 

school. There will be no more AMI packets. The training process will be the same for 

virtual and on site. We plan to provide hot spots for those without internet. Mr. Moore 

asked what if parents have to work and can’t get them to the spot. Ms. Sanders stated 

they will suggest onsite learning because the district cannot provide internet to every 

student. Ms. Whitaker asked if they can switch between virtually or onsite. She stated 

they will encourage semester changes but will have some flexibility. Mr. Moore asked if 

we had motion light switches and Ms. Sanders said yes. He asked if doors could be 

propped open to avoid touching door knobs and she said some with good classroom 

management could. Dr. Guess said everything changes from day to day. 

 

Student Handbook. Dr. Guess recommended the approval of the attached changes to the 

2020-2021 Student Handbook. No questions were asked. Ms. Williams stated vaping and 

virtual attendance were the main changes. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by 

Mr. Moore, the board voted 7-0 on the changes to the 2020-2021 Student Handbook. 

 

New Calendar. On a motion by Mr. Moore and a second by Mr. Milner, the board made a 

motion to amend the agenda to add a New Business item.  

Dr. Guess recommended the approval of the amended school calendar for the 2020-2021 

school year to reflect the Governors delay of school starting. He explained that 

instructional days were replaced on what was PD days during the year and the end date is 

June 3rd. PD days were added before school starts. The district will request a waiver to 

adjust the quarter days. Ms. Hemphill from the PPC asked members of the PPC to email 

with objections and she hasn’t received anything. On a motion by Ms. Boone and a 

second by Ms. Whitaker, the board voted 7-0 to amend the school calendar for the 2020-

2021 school year.  

 

 

PPC REPORT & CPPC 

 

Frankie Hemphill asked if the district had AMI days and Dr. Guess stated DESE said 

virtual learning will take place if we have bad weather.  

 

 

BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Ms. Boone stated that there is still talk about consolidation and we are the only district 

not under state control. She stated we need to not sit back and do nothing, but be 

proactive. She is not sure what we need to do but needs to be on the agenda next month to 
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determine what we can do to keep the solidarity of the community. Mr. Frazier is on the 

committee and can’t state anything but appreciates that the board wants to do something.  

Mr. Frazier commented on our Valedictorian-McKenzie Allmond and Salutatorian-

Ky’aria Ginger and congratulated them on their efforts. Markevian “Tink” Hence signed 

a huge contract with the Cardinals for baseball. He is very proud of the students of 

WCSD.  

 

PERSONNEL 

 

Dr. Guess received letters of resignation from Ernie Murry Jr. and Marsha Strickland.  

The board needs to consider employing 5 Elementary Teachers, an Asst. Principal, a 

Dean of Students, and a Cafeteria Substitute.  

 

1. Danyell Hughes as an Elementary Teacher 

2. Brandi Knight as an Elementary Teacher 

3. Sarah Michael as an Elementary Teacher 

4. Takela Moreland as an Elementary Teacher 

5. Jami Steward as an Elementary Teacher 

6. Jeremy Vincent as an Asst. Principal 

7. Prestard Jordan as a Dean of Students 

8. Chelsey Dixon as a Cafeteria Substitute 

 

On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Moore, the board vote 7-0 on the 

personnel recommendations.  

 

 

 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

Dr. Guess stated it is not going to be business as usual. Changes are happening every day. 

It is going to be a tough year, but we have great people working hard. Mr. Frazier 

thanked the entire staff for their hard work. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 8:23.    

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Dr. Jerry Guess and Norma Walker. 

 

 

 

 

Mack Milner, 

Board Secretary  


