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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 

 
June 8, 2020 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 At 5:58 p.m. Mr. Frazier convened the regular meeting of the district Board of Education. 
Board members present were, Ms. Boone, Ms. Whitaker, Mr. Milner, Mr. Hartsfield and Mr. 
Moore. School administrative personnel present were Mr. Hayden, Mr. Tietz, Ms. Howington, 
Ms. Williams, and Ms. Bailey. The press was not in attendance. 

Mr. Frazier stated that the district will miss Mr. Ronnie Reynolds with his passing and the board 
intends to give proper recognition in July. 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

Minutes. The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 6-0 on a 

motion by Mr. Frazier and a second by Mr. Milner. 
 
Financial Statement. Dr. Guess presented the financial statement for the month of May, 
reporting $1,587,061.79 in revenue and expenditures of $1,297,855.21 in the non-activity 
funds, leaving an ending balance of $7,780,566.87. Norma Walker mentioned the district 
will end better than expected because of spending less and Covid cut off expenses and 

this will help with the shortfall in the next school year. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield 
and a second by Ms. Boone, the board voted 6-0 to approve the financial statement for 
May. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
Resolution to Refund. Dr. Guess recommended the board’s approval of the attached 
Resolution to Refund Outstanding Bonds in Order to Produce Debt Service Savings. 
Leigh Ann from Stephens presented the refunding of bonds on 2016 bonds and the 
savings amount. Mr. Frazier stated that Stephen’s was looking out for  the interest of the 
district. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 5-0 

on the resolution to refund outstanding bonds. Mr. Frazier did not vote because he is a 
financial advisor 
 
Resolution. Dr. Guess recommended the board’s adoption of the attached resolution for 
the suspension of district policy to align with emergency COVID-19 legislation and 
statutory/rule waivers. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Moore, the board 

voted 6-0 on the resolution. Mr. Frazier stated that ADE said we could have blended 
learning and this helps in decisions the district has to make for next school year.  
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Student Insurance. Dr. Guess recommend the board’s approval of the attached student 
accident insurance from Monarch Management Corporation. Ms. Boone asked if this was 
the same company and Norma Walker stated it was a new company last year and this was 
a renewal. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Hartsfield, the board voted 6-

0 to approve the student insurance.  
 
Wellness Committee. The Wellness committee has reviewed the District Wellness Policy. 
The committee has no additional recommendations for the 2020-2021 school year. Dr. 
Guess recommended the board adopt the attached current District Wellness Policy. Mr. 
Frazier stated the committee does a great job and he appreciated their work. On a motion 

by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Moore, the board voted 6-0 to adopt the wellness 
policy.  
 
Food Service Bid. The district received the attached bids for the food service program for 
next year. Dr. Guess recommended the district purchase dairy products from Highland 
Dairy, bread products from Bobby Hamilton Distributors, food products/supplies from 

Tankersley, Sysco, and Ben E Keith, and dish machine and cleaning chemicals from Eco 
Lab for the 2020-2021 school year. Ms. Boone wanted to know Ms. Bailey’s thoughts on 
the feedings during COVID. Ms. Bailey stated food service couldn’t have done it without 
bus drivers and they served 500 breakfasts and lunches daily. Ms. Boone asked if we had 
volunteers to help and Ms. Bailey stated they used staff. Ms. Boone commended the team 
effort and a job well done. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Hartsfield, 

the board voted 6-0 on the food service bids for 2020-2021. 
 
Jenkins. Dr. Guess recommended the board’s approval of the attached contract from 
Jenkins Memorial Center to supply the special needs services for the 2020-2021 school 
year. On a motion by Ms. Boone and a second by Mr. Moore, the board voted 6-0 on the 
contract for Jenkins.  

 
Chromebooks. Dr. Guess recommended the board’s approval for purchase of 1100 
Chromebooks to replace existing inventory and in preparation to send devices home in 
the event we do not have traditional school in the fall. On a motion by Mr. Moore and a 
second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 6-0 to approve the purchase of Chromebooks. 
 

K-6. Dr. Guess recommended the board’s approval for purchase of the K-6 math program 
from Great Minds. This program has a virtual on-line learning piece included that could 
possibly be needed in school is disrupted again in the future. Ms. Boone asked if Mr. 
Tietz thought it was a good curriculum and he said it was very rigorous and this would be 
an additional resource. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Hartsfield, the 
board voted 6-0 to approve the purchase of the K-6 math program.  

 
 
PPC REPORT & CPPC 
 

Frankie Hemphill gave a report. She stated some concerns were presented by Elementary 
Teachers and Dr. Guess answered their concerns.  
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BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Mr. Frazier stated there was 186 Seniors and the district had a 95% graduation rate. 
$1,251,500 in scholarships was awarded to graduates. He thanked the Counselors and 

Career Coach for their help.  
Ms. Boone commended Mr. Webb and staff on the virtual graduation. She said it was 
really nice and a job well done. 
Mr. Hartsfield asked for a moment of silence for Ronnie Reynolds and stated that he will 
missed. 
Mr. Milner spoke and stated he is still baffled that Ronnie is gone. He was here one 

meeting and then gone the next meeting. He stated that we do not know when our time is 
up and he is thinking of his family and noted that peace comes from the word. 
Mr. Frazier stated he served with him for 5 years and didn’t realize he worked for the 
Sheriff’s Department and he appreciated the work he did for the kids. 
Ms. Whitaker stated that he was her friend and was always for the kids and always saw 
the positive in things. She thanked the other board members for checking on him. 

Ms. Hemphill stated he was a friend for the teachers and always thought the teachers 
deserved more and voted that way. 
 

PERSONNEL 
 
Dr. Guess received a letter of retirement from Brenda Taylor. Dr. Guess received letters 

of resignation from Elizabeth Denney, Anthony Fleming, Tinthy Harper, Kentra Jackson, 
J. Keith, Caden King, Kristi Massey, Jeffrey Neal (Bus Driver only), and Iva Williams 
Dr. Guess recommended the approval of the following non-renewals by Reductions in 
Force: Linda Davis and Charline Wright 
 
The board needs to consider employing a High School Head Baseball Coach, a 

Secondary Instructional Facilitator/AP Coordinator, an Asst. Coach/Teacher, a Speech 
Pathologist, a Bus Driver, a Cafeteria Manager, and a High School Cheer/Dance Sponsor. 
 

1. Ben Fox as a High School Head Baseball Coach 
2. Barbara Varnell as a Secondary Instructional Facilitator/AP 

Coordinator 

3. Benny Arnold as an Asst. Coach/Teacher 
4. Kimberly Stepps as a Speech Pathologist 
5. Billy Williams as a Bus Driver 
6. Diane Pendergrass as a Cafeteria Manager 
7. Felicia Shelton as a High School Cheer/Dance Sponsor 
 

On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Ms. Boone, the board vote 6-0 on the 
personnel recommendations. Mr. Frazier stated that Ben Fox is a graduate of the WCSD 
and he was glad to see he is being moved up the ladder.  
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SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 
 
Mr. Tietz stated the district is waiting on recommendations from the state and the 
Governor stated doors will be open. Mr. Hartsfield stated to say a prayer for Dr. Guess 

during surgery. Mr. Frazier welcomed Mr. Hartsfield back. Ms. Hartsfield said he was 
blessed and very lucky. Ms. Boone recognized Alderman Steven Mays at the meeting. He 
stated that Ronnie was a good friend and loved Watson Chapel and said he would help 
with anything from the city. Ms. Whitaker stated he helps with the kids and Watson 
Chapel with Judge Brown.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 8:39.    
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by, Dr. Jerry Guess and Norma Walker. 
 

 
 
 
Mack Milner, 

Board Secretary  


