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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 

 
February 10, 2020 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 6:00 p.m. Mr. Frazier convened the regular meeting of the district Board of Education. 

Board members present were, Ms. Boone, Mr. Hartsfield, Ms. Whitaker, Mr. Moore, Mr. 

Reynolds and Mr. Milner. School administrative personnel present were Dr. Guess, Mr. Tietz, 

Mr. Webb, Ms. Bailey, Ms. Williams, Mr. Branch, Ms. Dunn and Mr. Hayden. The press was 

not in attendance. 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes. The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 7-0 on a 

motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Hartsfield. 

 

Financial Statement. Dr. Guess presented the financial statement for the month of 

January, reporting $1,985,860.89 in revenue and expenditures of $1,487,735.11 in the 

non-activity funds, leaving an ending balance of $7,955,444.90. The board voted 7-0 to 

approve the district financial statement for the month of January as presented on a motion 

by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Hartsfield. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Stephens. Stephens Public Finance gave a brief explanation of the attached memo 

pertaining to the potential refunding of the October 1, 2014 bond issue. LeeAnn Biernet 

explained the options of refinancing and explained the board needed to pass a resolution 

to authorize Stephens as the initial advisor. Dr. Guess recommended the approval of the 

resolution. Mr. Frazier recused himself from the vote because he is a financial advisor. 

On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Hartsfield, the board voted 6-0 on the 

resolution and refunding of the bond.  

 

Calendar. Dr. Guess recommended the attached school calendar for the 2020-2021 school 

year. Dr. Guess shared with the PPC and they met and reviewed the calendar. Ms. 

Hemphill sent to all staff and the faculty voted in favor of the calendar. Dr. Guess 

explained the PD days and days off. There was no discussion. On a motion by Mr. Moore 

and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 7-0 on the school calendar for the 2020-

2021 school year. 
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EAST. The EAST Lab students would like to give a brief update on the Transformation 

Project. Ms. Paula Bailey introduced Hanna McCullage who is an 11th grader in EAST. 

She did a project with the EAST Lab and cafeteria called No Food Left Behind. She 

explained this Transformation Project is a non-profit and is something she is very proud 

of to cut down on wasted cafeteria food. Ms. Bailey stated that the amount of food to fix 

at the High School is hard to judge and she explained to the board that this is a great 

opportunity to keep the food from going to waste. Mr. Moore asked if any other schools 

in the community were doing this and Hanna stated she did not think so. The board 

members commented on a job well done with the project.  

 

Baseball. Coach Keith gave a brief update on the baseball program. Coach Keith stated 

he has had a great experience so far and is excited to be at WC. He talked about how he 

encourages a high academic GPA for the players and have several with a 4.0 and some 

above. He stated they have tremendous potential on and off the field with 2 potential draft 

picks. He stated he is very big on social media to let the community know the positives of 

what the team is doing. The team has a great group of seniors this year and we are trying 

to make the kids be better kids, fathers, and brothers. Mr. Frazier asked how the public 

brings in funds to support the baseball team. Coach Keith stated they do advertisements 

for money. He stated the first game is in early March and the schedule will be out soon. 

Dr. Guess stated they were worried about drainage of the field and said all the coaches 

were helping. Mr. Frazier thanked Coach Keith for coming in and talking about the 

program.  

 

 

PPC REPORT & CPPC 

 

None.  

 

BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Mr. Frazier stated Anthony Newman signed with UAPB, Tolliver Hunt signed with 

UAM, and Kevin Compton signed with U of A at national signing day on February 5th. 

He stated there is a School Consolidation Study Committee. The first meeting was today 

and this will be an 8-12 month process. He stated he was asked by Dr. Watly to 

participate. He had to sign a confidentiality agreement and there will be periodic press 

releases. He stated he was against it, but wanted to be there to listen and be a voice. He 

talked about Scott Young, the instruction and athletic trainer. Mr. Young spoke to the 

Rotary Club and did a super job. Mr. Frazier stated he has a great program that is 

growing and can lead to many possible career fields. Craig O’Neil from KTHV Channel 

11 took a recent visit to L.L. Owen to read to our students. He has a passion for literacy 

and he was very complimentary of the students and faculty.  

 

 

PERSONNEL 

 

Dr. Guess received a letter of resignation from Lillian Hemphill.  
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On a motion by Ms. Boone and a second by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 7-0 on the 

personnel recommendation 

 

Dr. Guess recommended the approval of the personnel waiver from the Arkansas 

Department of Education for the continuing employment of Gwendolyn Scaife. On a 

motion by Mr. Milner and second by Ms. Boone, the board voted 7-0 on the approval of 

the waiver. 

 

According to the policy, this is the time of year to consider extending the 

Superintendents’ contract.  

 

Mr. Hartsfield motioned to extend Dr. Guess Interim Superintendent contract by 1 year 

and Mr. Milner made a second. The board voted 6-1 to extend Dr. Guess contract by 1 

year. Mr. Reynolds voted nay.  

 

 

 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

Dr. Guess stated Paula Bailey is looking into the 2nd chance breakfast program and will 

start this the 1st week in March at the High School.  

We will be doing dental screenings at no charge for all students with permission from 

parents. 

195 kids were absent today. We will keep an eye on it and may have to do something if it 

continues. We are doing everything we can to promote sanitization. 

Our enrollment is 2,223. We have lost kids but are staying steady.  

Ms. Boone stated the good news is we are staying solvent. Dr. Guess stated we have been 

trying everything we can to stay efficient.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 6:52.    

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Dr. Jerry Guess and Norma Walker. 

 

 

 

 

Mack Milner, 

Board Secretary  

 


