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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 
July 12, 2019 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 5:59 p.m. on July 12, 2019, Ms. Whitaker convened the regular meeting of the district 

Board of Education. Board members present were, Mr. Reynolds, Ms. Boone, Mr. Frazier, Mr. 

Hartsfield, Mr. Milner, and Mr. Moore. School administrative personnel present were Dr. Guess, 

Ms. Dunn, Ms. Neely, Ms. Williams, Mr. Branch, Mr. Tietz and Mr. Hayden. The press was not 

in attendance. Cody Kees and court reporter Sharon Moody were present.  

 

TEACHER HEARING 

 

Ms. Whitaker relinquished her duties to Cody Kees for the teacher hearing 

Ms. Teresa Morgan-Farver would like a board hearing to appeal the Superintendent’s 

recommendation to partially non-renew (ELL) her contract for the 2019-2020 school year. The 

Teacher Hearing started at 6:00. Allen Roberts represented the Watson Chapel School District 

and John Walker represented Ms. Teresa Morgan-Farver.  

The board went in executive session and returned.  

On a motion by Ms. Boone to Motion #1 that the facts are true and a second by Mr. Frazier, the 

board voted 5-2 to accept. Ms. Whitaker and Mr. Reynolds voted nay.  

On a motion by Ms. Boone to modify the contract to remove the stipend and a second by Mr. 

Hartsfield, the board voted 5-2 to accept. Ms. Whitaker and Mr. Reynolds voted nay. 

All board members that voted yes was directed to sign the motion by Cody Kees. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Ms. Whitaker reconvened the meeting at 8:50 for the regular meeting.  

 

Minutes. The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 7-0 on a 

motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Milner. 

 

Financial Statement. Dr. Guess presented the financial statement for the month of June, 

reporting $2,055,362.67 in revenue and expenditures of $3,157,169.84 in the non-activity 

funds, leaving an ending balance of $6,121,923.03. The board voted 7-0 to approve the 

district financial statement for the month of June as presented on a motion by Mr. 

Reynolds and a second by Ms. Boone.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Student Handbook. Dr. Guess recommended the approval of the attached changes to the 

2019-2020 Student Handbook. Kerri Williams went over the changes due to state law 

changes. The cafeteria prices changed due to the CEP program. The state has come out 

with a code of conduct group that looked at what they could do to make it better. The 

state added vaping devices which include e-cigs and hand held devices. On a motion by 

Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 7-0 to approve the changes to 

the Student Handbook. Mr. Frazier asked if the graduation changes have been addressed 

in regards to Salutatorian or Valedictorian. Dr. Guess stated it is based on school grade 

point average. Ms. Williams stated it is not addressed in the Student Handbook. Mr. 

Hartsfield stated harder classes should count. Ms. Williams will look in to it and get with 

the counselors and present something next month.  

 

School Board Election. Dr. Guess recommended the approval of the attached resolution if 

we do not have any contested races. Dr. Guess recommended district utilize early voting 

and absentee voting only. This will save the district in election costs. If there is no 

contested in the School Board Election, then the district will utilize this resolution. On a 

motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 7-0  on the 

School Board Election.  

 

Roof Bids. The district has received the attached bids for the replacement of the roof at 

the Administration Building. Dr. Guess recommended that the district award the contract 

to ASC Roof Maintenance Inc. located in Little Rock. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a 

second by Mr. Hartsfield, the board voted 7-0 on the roof bid. 

 

Books. Dr. Guess recommended the board’s approval for the district to purchase math 

books from Educators Book Depository. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by 

Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 7-0 on the math books. 

 

Facilities. Mr. Earl and Ora Mays wanted to address the board about the use of facilities. 

The Mays left during the hearing, but Ms. Whitaker spoke on their behalf. They wanted 

the board to know they appreciated being able to use the facilities and they praised Mr. 

Hayden.  

 

 

 

PPC REPORT & CPPC 

 

None. 
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BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

 

The Fall Arkansas Regional School Board meeting will be at Sheridan Elementary 

School on Oct. 20th. Please let me know if you would like to attend. Dr. Guess stated they 

would talk more about the details later and would provide transportation. 

 

 

PERSONNEL 

 

Dr. Guess received a letter of resignation from Janice Jones. The board needs to consider 

employing a Security Director, a Math Elementary Instructional Facilitator, an ROTC 

Instructor, an Elementary Social Studies Teacher, a Nurse, a Speech Pathologist, and a 

Secondary Science Teacher.  

 

1. Thaddeus Arnold as Security Director 

2. Reginald Forte as a Math Elementary Instructional Facilitator 

3. Tinthy Harper as an ROTC Instructor 

4. Chandra Hicks as an Secondary Social Studies Teacher 

5. Hope Hodges as a Nurse 

6. Amy McMahanan as a Speech Pathologist 

7. Brianna Walker as a Secondary Science Teacher 

8. John Welch as Dean of Studies receiving 71% of the stipend. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 7-0 on the 

personnel recommendations. Ms. Whittaker asked if there was only one to apply for the 

Security Director position and Dr. Guess stated 3 applied. 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

None. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT.  

   

 

Respectfully submitted by, Dr. Jerry Guess and Norma Walker. 

 

 

 

Kevin Moore, 

Board Secretary  


