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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 
January 14, 2019 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 7:01 p.m. on January 14, 2019, Ms. Whitaker convened the regular meeting of the 

district Board of Education. Board members present were, Mr. Reynolds, Ms. Boone, Mr. 

Hartsfield, Mr. Milner, Mr. Moore and Mr. Frazier. School administrative personnel present 

were Dr. Guess, Mr. Webb, Mr. Branch, Mr. Tietz, Ms. Merritt, Ms. Sanders, Ms. Dunn, Ms. 

Bailey, Dr. Johnson, Ms. Davis, Ms. Shaw, Ms. Wilson, and Mr. Cooper. Shedelle Davis from 

the press was in attendance.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes. The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 7-0 on a 

motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Milner. 

Ms. Boone had a correction for the minutes. She stated after the motion on the $500.00 

bonus that it should state there was a lack of a second. Dr. Guess assured Ms. Boone the 

correction would be made.  

 

Financial Statement. Dr. Guess presented the financial statement for the month of 

December, reporting $1,540,865.20 in revenue and expenditures of $1,685,198.44 in the 

non-activity funds, leaving an ending balance of $6,847,623.66. The board unanimously 

voted 7-0 to approve the district financial statement for the month of December as 

presented on a motion by Mr. Moore and a second by Mr. Reynolds. Dr. Guess stated 

$100,000.00 of the expenditures was due to special projects concerning air quality control 

and other items. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Training Hours. The board needs to make sure they have entered all of their training 

hours from January 1, 2018 thru December 31, 2018. The information must be entered 

before the district can submit the cycle report to the state.  

Dr. Guess read the following terms, zones, and hours earned: 

Board Member        Elected        Term Expires        Zones (s)        2018 Hours      

Sandra Boone          2002            2022                      3 & 5              23.5 

Alan Frazier         2015             2020                      1                     8.0 

Donnie Hartsfield   2003             2023                      4                     11.25 

Mack Milner           2014             2019                      2                     13.25 

Kevin Moore           2015            2020                      1, 2, & 4          17.0 

Ronnie Reynolds     2007            2022                      3                      15.5 

Goldie Whitaker      2014            2019                      5                      24.0 
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Mr. Hartsfield wanted to make sure the board members received hours for the Regional 

meeting Watson Chapel hosted. Ms. Walker stated that she would check into it.  

 

Quiz Bowl. Lois Chambless & Shelby Cobb gave a brief update concerning the High 

School & Junior High quiz bowl teams. 

Ms. Cobb introduced the quiz bowl members and she stated the team is currently 

preparing to compete in the 11th Annual National Academic Championship after winning 

first place against students in local districts. She stated this year’s championship will be 

held in Chicago and hopes they get to go. The team won awards for best composition 

paper and the team gave copies to the board members. Ms. Cobb gave special recognition 

to WCHS senior Morgan Edwards for winning the Quest Bridge Scholarship Search 

Competition, where she was awarded a four year scholarship to Columbia University 

valued at $320,000. 

Dr. Guess stated he had been doing this a long time, and it’s great to see such dedicated,  

intelligent, excited young people pursing a dream and preparing for that dream with some 

quality work. He applauded them and said they were an indication that this school does 

serve its kids well.  

Mr. Frazier announced he is one of their biggest fans and stated they have a lot to be 

proud of. 

Ms. Boone stated the board is proud and it speaks highly of them and the district.  

 

Day Treatment & Co-Teaching. Natasha Dunn gave an update on the upcoming special 

education changes including the application for co-teaching and the student assignments 

for the district’s day treatment program.  

Dr. Guess told the board that special education will be monitored in the next few months. 

Ms. Dunn stated she met with Marcia Harding, a consultant to help streamline & make 

the operations more efficient. She stated there have been employees moved to other 

campuses. She stated the district is going to restructure the special education department 

to include bringing the Jenkins students back and implementing co-teaching at the Junior 

High. The special education teachers will go to Easter Seals for training. She stated they 

are bringing a day treatment student who has been in Little Rock back to the districts 

campus. She stated that co-teaching will help with our ESSA scores and it will be a 

change but it will help bring the students to a higher level.  

Dr. Guess stated that special education, L.L. Owen, and Coleman will get additional 

funding to help retrain teachers to help with the deficiencies identified with ESSA. 

Dr. Guess stated that the models want to integrate the special education students with 

regular education students.  

Mr. Moore asked how many students will be together on a campus when the district 

brings back the students from Jenkins. Ms. Dunn stated only two students will be on the 

same campus.  

Mr. Moore asked how Jenkins reacted. Ms. Dunn stated she told them it was coming 

from the top and when Jenkins looked at the student’s folders, she said it was very 

doable.  

Dr. Guess stated it is a process that allows for a least restrictive environment and what is 

best for the students and what can be provided by the district. 
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Student Hearing. Dr. Guess recommended the expulsion of a Coleman Intermediate 

student, Richard Goins, for one calendar school year for the following infractions: 

Possession of a weapon (BB Gun) while on school property. 

Richard Goins’ parent was present for representation. The parent requested a closed 

hearing. The board adjourned into executive session. Upon return, on a motion by Mr. 

Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 7-0 to expel Richard Goins for 

one calendar year.  

 

Student Hearing. Dr. Guess recommended the expulsion of four WCHS students, 

Fabienne Hill, Ke’Shone Smith, Ryan Miller, and Donovan Sission, for one calendar 

school year for the following infractions: Fighting. 

On a motion by Ms. Boone and a second by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 7-0 to adjourn 

to executive session to discuss student hearings.  

Fabienne Hill’s parent was present for representation. The parent requested a closed 

hearing. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Moore, the board voted 7-0 

to expel Fabienne Hill for one calendar year. 

Ke’Shone Smith’s parent was present for representation. The parent requested a closed 

hearing. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 7-0 

to expel Ke’Shone Smith for one calendar year. 

Ryan Miller’s parent was present for representation. The parent requested a closed 

hearing. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 7-0 

to expel Ryan Miller for one calendar year. 

Donovan Sission did not have any representation. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a 

second by Mr. Hartsfield, the board voted 7-0 to expel Donovan Sission for one calendar 

year. 

 

 

PPC REPORT & CPPC 

 

 Frankie Hemphill addressed some of the wants and needs of the PPC.  

1. She stated the disciplinary plan needs to be rewritten. They asked that the level of 

discipline for offenses be revisited because the staff should not have to tolerate 

vulgarity. 

2. PBIS needs to be revisited because several of the staff members do not think it is 

working. 

3. The discipline forms need to be redone because there is not enough room for teachers 

to detail what takes place. 

4. They would like drug dogs to do a walk through either bi-weekly or monthly because 

teachers are smelling drugs on the students. 

5. The Junior and Senior High teachers want their $150 supply budget back. 

6. The teachers want to be involved in the software selections.  

Mr. Reynolds stated the teachers would know what is best for their campus. 

Dr. Guess stated he will get with PPC and see what things could be done. 

Mr. Frazier agrees that teachers should not have to deal with vulgarity. 

  

BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 
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On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second by Ms. Boone, the board voted 6-0 to extend 

the Superintendent’s contract by one year. Mr. Reynolds voted nay.  

Ms. Whitaker stated over the past six months, Dr. Guess has done a good job fiscally and 

academically. She stated she does not appreciate any meetings beforehand prior to 

regular board meetings and does not appreciate being patronized.  

Mr. Hartsfield asked what she was talking about. 

Ms. Whitaker stated he knew. 

Mr. Hartsfield stated he did not know. 

Ms. Whitaker stated now was not the time. 

Mr. Hartsfield stated if people were being accused, he wanted to know what for and 

wanted it noted on record that no one was having meetings outside of the regular 

meetings. He stated if Ms. Whitaker was going to accuse people of things, she needed to 

have the evidence to back it up.  

  

 

PERSONNEL 

 

Dr. Guess received a letter of resignation from Stephen Poor and the board needed to 

consider employing a Cafeteria Substitute.  

    

 

On a motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Frazier, the board voted 7-0 on Dr. 

Guess’ recommendations.  

 

1. Felicia Jones as a Cafeteria Substitute 

 

   

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

Dr. Guess stated report cards are being issued. We are working on school lights. We are 

working on the school calendar for 19-20. There will be no school Monday for MLK 

Day. Ms. Davis is working on a Pre-K grant. We are working on comprehensive grants. 

The state is asking the districts to do a risk survey to look at behaviors of the youth in 

grades 9-12.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 9:19.  

   

 

Respectfully submitted by, Dr. Jerry Guess and Norma Walker 

 

 

 

Kevin Moore, 

Board Secretary  


