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 MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 
November 13, 2017 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 7:01 p.m. on November 13, 2017, Mr. Milner convened the regular meeting of the 

district Board of Education. Board members present were Ms. Whitaker, Ms. Boone, Mr. 

Reynolds, Mr. Moore and Mr. Frazier. School administrative personnel present were Dr. 

Hathorn, Ms. Dunn, Mr. Tietz, Mr. Branch, Ms. Williams, Mr. Webb, Ms. Shaw, Ms. Martin, 

Dr. Johnson, Ms. Fuller, Ms. Cage, Mr. Hayden and Ms. Sanders. David Hutter from the press 

was in attendance. 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes. The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 5-0 on a 

motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Moore. Ms. Whittaker was not present to 

vote. 

 

Financial Statement. Dr. Hathorn presented the financial statement for the month of 

October, reporting $1,666,120.87 in revenue and expenditures of $1,746,561.12 the non-

activity funds, leaving an ending balance of $7,138,438.77. The board unanimously voted 

5-0 to approve the district financial statement for the month of October as presented on a 

motion by Mr. Moore and a second by Mr. Reynolds. Ms. Whittaker was not present to 

vote. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

Employee Recognition. Dr. Hathorn would like to recognize the Veterans that are 

employees of the Watson Chapel School District. Kerri Williams stated they had a lunch 

to recognize the veterans and she read a list of Veterans names. 

 

Career Coach. Carl Whimper would like to give a brief update on the progress of the 

Career Coach program. Mr. Whimper stated that the governor set October as college 

application month. He stated they had a week and 182 (89%) of seniors applied to 

college. The students received a t-shirt from SEARK and had other activities. He stated 

that Mr. Toston has a good group of automotive students. He stated he was going to take 

them on a field trip. Mr. Frazier stated that his son went thru the program last year. Mr. 

Hathorn stated since Mr. Whimper has come on board, students have participated more.  
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Beta Update. Lillian Hemphill would like to give a brief update on the impact of the 8 

book Reading Challenge at the JR High. Lillian presented the Beta community service 

award they won to the board. She stated that 2,000 ramen noodles were collected and 

given to the women’s shelter. The Beta Club decorated the cafeteria for the holidays.  

Ghidan Fadah and Zoe Walker from the Beta Club stated they had the 8 book challenge 

and 257 out of 555 students participated.. They stated that they won the national 

championship this summer. Coleman started a Beta Club this year. 

Mr. Webb presented a flyer that showed the JR High is having a fall festival started by 

the PTO. He stated that the students were excited and it will help by doing things for the 

students. 

 

Facilities Master Plan Public Hearing and Questions from the Audience. All future plans 

are attached. Dr. Hathorn recommended the approval of the attached resolution. Mr. Tietz 

stated that they have to update different things in odd and even years. This year is not as 

formal. He stated this year we have the circle drive at the HS and we are committed to 

other HVAC projects. Mr. Boone asked where a new JR High would be built and Mr. 

Tietz stated that they did not know. Ms. Boone stated it would need to be built in the area 

it is in now. Dr. Hathorn stated that Bill and he have talked about rebuilding in the same 

area, but where would they place the students. Mr. Tietz stated that we need to rebuild 

most of the schools and the plan can be updated each year. Mr. Frazier complimented the 

new circle drive. On a motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Moore, the board 

voted 6-0 on the resolution for the Facilities Master Plan.  

 

Resolution. Dr. Hathorn recommended the approval of the resolution to hold the annual 

school elections during the month of November. Norma Walker explained reasons to 

delay the election until November because it was cheaper, there is a longer time to hold 

special elections, and the county does not have updated machines to have the election in 

May. On a motion by Mr. Moore and a second by Mr. Frazier, the board tabled this vote 

6-0. In the regional meeting, school board members were told to do the election in May. 

 

Handbook Revision. Dr. Hathorn recommended the approval of the below 

revisions/additional to the handbook. 

 Coats, jackets, hoodies, and sweaters may be worn over the uniform. The uniform 

shirt collar must be visible and school identification must be worn on top of the 

outer garment.  

 NO hat, heard scarf, bandana, or other head covering is permitted, except for 

religious or medical reasons. Students that are required to wear head covering 

must provide documentation from clergy or doctor and will be allowed on a case 

by case instance. Scarves may be worn for warmth outside the buildings, but not 

worn inside the building. Hoods attached to coats, jackets, hoodies, or sweaters 

may be pulled up over the head outside the buildings for warmth; hoods may 

NOT be worn pulled up on the head inside buildings.  

Kristy Sanders stated there are different lengths of zippers and athletic awards are 

hoodies. Mr. Reynolds stated they zip up all the way because they do not have proper 

uniform shirts. Dr. Hathorn stated that’s why the collar has to show. Ms. Boone asked if 

cell phones might need to be allowed in school. Dr. Hathorn stated the principals do not 

take them as long are they are put up in the classroom. Mr. Frazier asked Mrs. Sanders 
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and Mr. Webb to see if they liked how it was worded and if they could enforce it. They 

agreed. On a motion by Mr. Moore and a second by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 6-0 

on the handbook revision. 

 

Recommendation for Bonus. Dr. Hathorn recommended the board approve a onetime 

distribution of $1,500 bonus for 2017/2018 school year to all contracted Watson Chapel 

employees that were employed by November 1, 2017. This bonus will be paid from 

reserve funds and distributed by November 15th. Dr. Hathorn stated that he talked to PPC 

and they agreed to it. He stated it is a onetime bonus and this is it. He will not give 

another recommendation and stated PPC understood that. On a motion by Mr. Reynolds 

and a second by Mr. Moore, the board voted 6-0 on the recommendation of a bonus. 

 

Board to Board Transfer. Dr. Hathorn recommended that the board approve the board to 

board transfer of a high school student, Christian Dunger, to continue attending Benton 

High School. Christian is a senior at Benton High School and has recently moved with 

his father who lives in the Watson Chapel School District. Christian would like to remain 

at Benton High School due to the block scheduling that Benton High is currently under. 

Watson Chapel does not offer the block scheduling which could affect Christian’s 

required credits for graduation. Ms. Boone stated even if it wasn’t for block scheduling it 

would only be fair to let him finish his senior year. On a motion by Mr. Moore and a 

second by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 6-0 on the board to board transfer. 

 

Expulsion. Dr. Hathorn recommended the expulsion of a Watson Chapel High School 

student, Jf Tarter, starting 11/14/17 and returning 3/2/18 for the following violation: 

 Student Assault 

No parent was present to represent Jf Tater. On a motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second 

by Mr. Moore, the board voted 6-0 on the expulsion of Jf Tater. 

 

 

 

PPC REPORT & CPPC 

 

Frankie Hemphill thanked the board for the bonus. She stated that PPC is still working on 

an attendance incentive and should have a recommendation at the December meeting. 

 

BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Mr. Milner read the dates for the upcoming Holiday meals as followed: 

Thanksgiving Lunch for Parents and Students   Christmas Lunch for Parents and Students 

Edgewood 10:30 on 11/17    Edgewood 10:30 on 12/8 

L.L. Owen 10:30 on 11/17    L.L. Owen 10:30 on 12/8 

Coleman 10:30 on 11/10    Coleman 10:30 on 12/14 

JR High 11:00 on 11/15    JR High 11:00 on 12/15 

High School 11:55 on 11/15    High School 11:55 on 12/15 

  

 

 The Arkansas School Board Annual State Conference will be Dec. 6-8 at the Marriot. 
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Mr. Frazier recognized members of the Watson Chapel Booster Club for all their 

volunteer hours put in during this football season, raising money for our athletic 

programs and Quiz Bowl team. These persons are Scott McFalls, Richard Taylor, Teresa 

Carman, Frances Frazier, and Artie Gwin. Mr. Frazier stated that it was his understanding 

that Artie is retiring after 10 years of service. Thanks also to Board Members Donnie 

Hartsfield, Kevin Moore, their spouses, and alumni Daniel Frazier for working the 

concession stand on October 20th game vs. Magnolia. He congratulated Coach Dutton, his 

players, and his assistant coaches for winning the 5A South Conference Championship, 

going undefeated in conference play. He congratulated Caleb Hill, Giante Turner, and 

Garrett Dennis for signing baseball letters of intent last week, and also to Desiree 

Warfield for signing a basketball letter as well. He wanted to join his wife, parents, and 

friends in welcoming home WC Employee Zach Taylor, who returned safely last week 

from a 10 month military deployment in Africa. He stated he was excited to learn that 

select 8th grades from WCJH will be included in a newly launched program called 

S.O.A.R., which stands for “Students of Achievement and Responsibility.” This 

mentoring program launches on January 11th, 2018. He stated that when he says select, he 

means it is for those students who would be committed to stay with the program from 8th 

grade thru 12th grade. This is an after school program that will be held at First United 

Methodist Church in downtown Pine Bluff. WCHS graduate Joni Alexander is the 

Chairperson of this program. Joni has already been in contact with Mrs. Wilson, Mr. 

Webb, and out Counselors in making arrangements for students to attend, including 

transportation. 

 

PERSONNEL 

 

 

Dr. Hathorn stated that he received letters of resignation from Michael Allen and Regina 

Allen. He received a letter of retirement effective 12/22/17 from Summer Brown. The 

board needs to consider employing 3 Paraprofessionals, 1 Cafeteria Substitute, 1 

Cafeteria Cashier, 1 Cafeteria Worker, 1 Security Guard and reinstate a military 

employee. 

 

1. Zach Taylor as Dean of Students 

2. Aisha Denton as a Paraprofessional 

3. Sharon Jackson as a Paraprofessional 

4. Lakeshia Pea as a Paraprofessional 

5. Geneva Buckhana as a Cafeteria Substitute 

6. Norma Porter as a Cafeteria Cashier 

7. Donna Taylor as a Cafeteria Worker 

8. Willie Edwards as a Security Guard 

 

Executive session stared at 7:42 and ended at 8:09. On a motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second 

by Mr. Moore, the board voted 6-0 on Dr. Hathorn’s recommendations. 
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SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

Dr. Hathorn stated that we purchased 2 vans. Mr. Branch stated that they have used them 

regularly. The 8 passenger vans have the logo on the side and lets them transport a few 

students without having a large bus.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 8:12 . 

   

 

Respectfully submitted by, Dr. Connie Hathorn and Norma Walker 

 

 

 

Kevin Moore, 

Board Secretary  

 

 

 


