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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 
December 14, 2016 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 7:00 p.m. on December 14, 2016, Mr. Hartsfield convened the regular meeting of the 

district Board of Education. Board members present were Mr. Reynolds, Ms. Whitaker, Mr. 

Moore, Mr. Milner, Ms. Boone and Mr. Frazier. School administrative personnel present were 

Dr. Hathorn, Mr. Webb, Mr. Hayden, Ms. K. Williams, Ms. Merritt, Dr. Johnson, Ms. Sanders, 

Mr. Branch, and Mr. Tate. David Hutter from the press was in attendance.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes. The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 7-0 on a 

motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Milner. 

 

Financial Statement. Dr. Hathorn presented the financial statement for the month of 

November, reporting $2,338,341.18 in revenue and expenditures of $1,978,360.10 the 

non-activity funds, leaving an ending balance of $8,761,988.93. The board unanimously 

voted 7-0 to approve the district financial statement for the month of November as 

presented on a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Moore.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

Recognition. Dr. Hathorn congratulated Lois Chambless for being chosen by the 

Arkansas Army National Guard as Counselor of the Year. She was nominated by the 

Jefferson County Recruiter and received a standing ovation.  

 

Community Service. The Watson Chapel Jr. High Beta members gave a brief update on 

how the students are helping out with the community and the future plans for community 

service. The Beta Club had Go Cats tattoos for school spirit, had a turkey leg day, 40 

members collected between 500-600 teddy bears to provide Christmas gifts for kids in 

Jefferson County in one week, they started a food pantry for kids, donated poinsettias at 

the Jr. High, and are going to state competition. Beta Club has sweaters that are 

compliments from Acron Nation. They also have adopted Greenville Mississippi to help 

start a Beta Club. Mr. Reynolds asked for a sweater. Ms. Boone commended Ms. 

Hemphill for her hard work. 

 

 

PPC REPORT & CPPC 

 

None. 
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BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

  

Mr. Reynolds recognized Ms. Whittaker for receiving 50 hours and Ms. Boone  

for 500 hours. They both received an award and he thanked them for what they do for the 

board.  

Mr. Frazier stated that the softball field was taking shape. Parent and grandparents are 

doing fundraisers for a PA system, wind blockers, and a field house. He also 

congratulated Jared Dutton and the team for making it to round three in the playoffs. 

 

PERSONNEL 

 

 

Dr. Hathorn received letters of resignation from James Meyers and Don Scott II. The 

board needs to consider employing 3 Secondary Teachers and 1 Cafeteria Substitute. 

Mike Dennis will be providing an update in reference to the DOJ.  

 
1. Kasera Brown as a Secondary Teacher 

2. Raven Handley as a Secondary Teacher 

3. Della Horace as a Secondary Teacher 

4. Linda Falls as a Cafeteria Substitute 

 

On a motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 7-0 to accept Dr. 

Hathorn’s recommendations for hire.  

 

Mike Dennis gave an update on DOJ. There was a brief hearing and an order was signed 

by the judge. In three years, if we do what is in the order we will be released from the 

1970 lawsuit. Mr. Boone asked why we didn’t get money like LRSD did in the 

desegregation case. Mr. Dennis said that LRSD sued the state and their case was later 

than ours and different. In other business, Mr. Dennis studied the contract for the law 

firm that was presented last month for going after companies and he has concerns about 

fees for experts. Mr. Hartsfield and Ms. Boone did not get that impression that we would 

pay for experts. Ms. Boone stated that it seems too good to be true. Dr. Hathorn asked 

about projects and Mr. Dennis said he could write threatening letters for repairs and other 

issues. Dr. Hathorn mentioned that at a conference he talked to consultants that could 

look at cameras at no cost to see if they could do anything to fix them.  

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

None.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  7:22 

   

 

Respectfully submitted by, Dr. Connie Hathorn and Norma Walker 
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Sandra Boone, 

Board Secretary  

 

 

 


