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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 
May 9, 2016 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 7:00 p.m. on May 9, 2016, Mrs. Boone convened a regular meeting of the district 

Board of Education. Board members present were Mr. Reynolds, Ms. Whitaker, Mr. Frazier, Mr. 

Hartsfield and Mr. Milner. Mr. Moore was absent. School administrative personnel present were 

Dr. Hathorn, Mr. Branch, Mrs. Dunn, Mr. Hayden, Mr. Webb, Dr. Sheppard, Ms. Willis, Mr. 

Tietz, Mrs. Sanders and Mrs. K. Williams. The press was not in attendance. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes.  The minutes of the last regular meeting were unanimously approved 6-0 on a 

motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Milner. 

 

Financial Statement.  Dr. Hathorn presented the financial statement for the month of 

April, reporting $2,906,274.17 in revenue and expenditures of $1,699,281.39 in the non-

activity funds, leaving an ending balance of $7,401,307.32. The board unanimously voted 

6-0 to approve the district financial statement for the month of April as presented on a 

motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Milner. 

 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

Expulsion. Dr. Hathorn recommended the expulsion of Watson Chapel High School 

student, Kendrick Conner for the remainder of the 2015-2016 school year. Kendrick 

missed detention multiple times, skipped classes, and had multiple write ups. He has 

demonstrated conducted that is detrimental to the learning environment at WCHS. There 

was no representation for Kendrick Conner. On a motion by Mr. Hartsfield and a second 

by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 6-0 to expel Kendrick Conner for the remainder of the 

2015-2016 school year. 

 

Wellness Policy. Dr. Hathorn recommended an approval of the Watson Chapel School 

District Wellness Policy. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a second by Mr. Reynolds, the 

board voted 6-0 to approve the Wellness Policy. 

 

Statement of Intent. Dr. Hathorn recommended an approval of the Arkansas Department 

of Education Special Education Local School District Application for part B funds for the 

provisions of Special Education and related services for the school year 2016-2017. They 

only needed a signature and did not require a vote. No action was taken. 
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Personnel Policy. Dr. Hathorn recommended an approval of the amended leave 

entitlement that is listed in the personnel policy. It is designed to help monitor attendance. 

Mrs. Boone asked if the PPC saw the amended policy and Dr. Hathorn stated that yes, 

Mark Smith at Secondary saw it and Elementary saw it. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a 

second by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 6-0 to approve the amended leave personnel 

policy. 

 

Presentation. Stephens Public Finance presented a presentation to discuss current savings 

for the current bond issues. Two bond issues that are outstanding. The market is very 

favorable and can save $413,858.93, which is almost a 6% savings. The board needs to 

pass the resolution to refund outstanding bonds. Mr. Frazier had to abstain from the vote 

because he is a financial advisor. Ms. Boone let the new board members know that this 

was routine and has been done before. On a motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. 

Milner, the board voted 5-0 to approve the refund of the current bond issues. 

 

PPC REPORT & CPPC 

 

No one was present to report anything from the PPC or CPPC. 

 

 

BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

  

Mr. Frazier wanted to recognize the staff for their hard work. The Booster Club for all 

their hard work and support. The Booster Club is sponsoring the sports banquet. They 

raise money for the athletic departments by running the concession stand during football 

season. Mr. Frazier wanted to thank Jennifer McAfee for participating in the clean sweep. 

Congratulations to Coach Henderson for being selected as coach of the year and Peyton 

Martin as girl player of the year. He wanted to also recognize that JROTC program, Quiz 

Bowl, and Band for an outstanding year. There are good, positive things to build on for 

the future. 

 

Ms. Boone thanked everyone for prayers for surgery and illness. There are a lot of 

retirements and we need to encourage them to join ARTA. She would like this to be 

announced at the closing program. Ms. Boone mentioned that the jazz band will present 

at the Arkansas Retired Teachers Association at their annual meeting. 

 

 

  

 

 

PERSONNEL 

 

 

Dr. Hathorn announced he had received letters of retirement from Mildred Bell-Jackson, 

Beth Cook, Edward Gaston, Ramona Harkins, Gene Rainey, Mary Savage, Brenda 

Veazey, Sandra Williams, Velma Williams, and Leydel Willis. He received letters or 

resignations from Bethanie Johnson, LeAnn Moore, Johnita Waddle, Matt Walters, and 

Tara Winingar. He recommended a non-renewal of contract for June Vilches and Willie 
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Larry. He recommended a 3 day suspension without pay for Mark Smith.  We need to 

consider renewing the contracts of certified employees and employing 3 Special 

Education teachers, 1 Assistant Girls Basketball Coach, and a Cafeteria Substitute.  

 

 

After returning to open session at 8:32, Dr. Hathorn recommended the following; 

 
1. Andriana Dixon as a Special Education Teacher 

2. Nathaniel Jackson as a Special Education Teacher 

3. Heath Nicholas as an Assistant Girls Basketball Coach 

4. Sheena Smith as a Special Education Teacher 

5. Pearline Price as a Cafeteria Substitute 

On a motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Hartsfield the Board voted 6-0 to 

accept Dr. Hathorn’s recommendations excluding Sheena Smith. Mrs. Boone, Mr. 

Hartsfield, and Mr. Frazier were all a nay. The vote was tied 3-3. No action was taken on 

Shenna Smith’s employment.  

 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 

 

Lillian Hemphill took a group of students to the Federal Reserve Banquet for Economist. 

The students held their own with Obama’s economist. Watson Chapel was the only 

public school chosen in Arkansas to be partner with the St. Louis Federal Reserve. We 

would need to have a link on website and will provide supplies. Mr. Frazier mentioned 

that Chuck Morgan is a member of the Federal Reserve and that this could lead to a good 

partnership. Dr. Hathorn made a recommendation. On a motion by Mr. Milner and a 

second by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted 6-0 to partner with the Federal Reserve. 

 

Dr. Hathorn asked Ms. Willis to speak. Ms. Willis said she has been in education for 58 

years. It has been a great experience and she has learned more than students. Mr. 

Reynolds said we love her and appreciate her work.  

 

Dr. Hathorn presented that Churck Morgan and George Markris gave $5,000 for the 

basketball girls championship rings. Graduation is May 19
th

.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Dr. Connie Hathorn and Norma Walker recorder. 

 

 

 

Ronnie Reynolds, 

Board Secretary  

 

The board reconvened at 8:43.  
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Dr. Hathorn recommended a non-renewal for June Vilches and Willie Larry. He 

recommended a three day suspension for Mark Smith. On a motion by Mr. Reynolds and 

a second by Mr. Milner, the board voted 6-0 for the two non-renewals and the suspension 

days. 

 

ADJORNMENT 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Dr. Connie Hathorn and Norma Walker recorder. 

 

 

 

Ronnie Reynolds, 

Board Secretary  

 

 


