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MINUTES 

BOARD MEETING 

 
May 12, 2014 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 At 7:00 p.m. on May 12, 2014, Mr. Hartsfield convened a regular meeting of the district 

Board of Education. Board members present were Mr. Reynolds, Mrs. Boone, Mr. Holcomb, Mr. 

Jones, Mr. Culclager, and Mrs. Barker. School administrative personnel present were Mr. 

Hazelwood, Ms. Melton, Mr. Tietz, Mrs. Dunn, Mrs. Williams, Mr. Branch, Mr. Webb, Mrs. 

Sanders, Mr. Hayden, Mrs. Walker, and Mrs. Willis.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Minutes.  The minutes of the April 14th  regular meeting were unanimously approved on 

a motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mr. Jones. 

 

Financial Statement.  Mr. Hazelwood presented the financial statement for the month of 

April, reporting $2,175,414.50 in revenue and expenditures of $2,112,416.04 in the non-

activity funds, leaving an ending balance of $5,793,591.21.  On a motion by Mrs. Barker 

and a second by Mr. Reynolds, the board voted unanimously to approve the district 

financial statement for the month of April as presented. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Expulsion. On a motion by Mr. Holcomb and a second by Mrs. Barker, the board voted 

unanimously to expel Brunia Penn and Biunca Penn from Watson Chapel High School 

the remainder of the 2013-2014 year and the first semester of the 2014-2015 school year 

for fighting, disorderly conduct – violent group activity.  

 

Expulsion. On a motion by Mr. Holcomb and a second by Mr. Jones, the board voted 

unanimously to expel Lachell Semons from Watson Chapel High School the remainder of 

the 2013-2014 year and the first semester of the 2014-2015 school year for fighting, 

disorderly conduct – violent group activity.  

 

Expulsion. On a motion by Mr. Jones and a second by Mr. Holcomb, the board voted 5-1 

to expel Jessica Love from Watson Chapel High School the remainder of the 2013-2014 

year and the first semester of the 2014-2015 school year for fighting, disorderly conduct 

– violent group activity.  Mr. Reynolds voted no. Mr. Culclager recused himself from this 

hearing.  

 

Expulsion. On a motion by Mr. Jones and a second by Mrs. Boone, the board voted 6-1 to 

expel Justize Gatewood from Watson Chapel High School the remainder of the 2013-

2014 year and the first semester of the 2014-2015 school year for fighting, disorderly 

conduct – violent group activity.  Mr. Reynolds voted no. 
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Expulsion. On a motion by Mr. Holcomb and a second by Mr. Jones, the board voted 

unanimously to expel Destine Gonder from Watson Chapel High School the remainder of 

the 2013-2014 year and the first semester of the 2014-2015 school year for fighting, 

disorderly conduct – violent group activity.  

 

Recommendation for $1,000 bonus for employees. Mr. Hazelwood recommended that the 

district distribute a one-time $1,000 bonus to all full time employees that were employed 

on May 12. A motion was made to accept by Mr. Reynolds and second by Mrs. Barker. 

The vote was 6-0. Mr. Jones left the room and did not vote.  

 

Jenkins Tuition Agreement. Mr. Hazelwood recommended that Watson Chapel School 

District enter into a tuition agreement with Jenkins Memorial Center to serve the severely 

handicapped students in our district. On a motion by Mr. Reynolds and a second by Mrs. 

Barker the board voted unanimously 6-0 to approve the recommendation. Mr. Jones was 

out of the room and did not vote. 

 

Proposed Uniform Change. On a motion by Mrs. Boone and a second by Mr. Reynolds 

the board approved the following shirt colors for the junior high. Light blue for 7th grade, 

burgundy for 8th grade, and hunter green for 9th grade. The vote was unanimous 7-0.  

 

PPC REPORT 

 

 No report. 

 

BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Mrs. Barker commented of the successes of organizations like the JROTC, Quiz Bowl, 

Athletic teams, and music groups for outstanding performances and nice banquets. 

 

Mrs. Boone stated that “our students are our greatest resource.” 

 

Mr. Holcomb mentioned his son and daughter had both completed their education at 

Watson Chapel and both were well prepared for higher education and beyond.   

 

   

PERSONNEL 

 

Mr. Hazelwood announced he had received the retirement notices from Debbie Easterly, 

Diane Selman, and Varnette Bruce. I also received a letter of resignation from Debra 

Martindill, George Knickerbocker, Mark Elliott, Crystal McKinley, Jada Jones, Hayley 

Langston, and Gayla Case. We need to consider renewing the contracts of classified 

employees and employing one cafeteria worker, three cafeteria substitutes, one substitute 

bus driver, one interim bus mechanic, two special education aides, four elementary 

teachers, two junior high social studies teachers, two junior high math teachers, one 

junior high English teacher, one high school drama teacher, a technology coordinator, 

and a head football coach. Mr. Hartsfield adjourned the board to executive session for 

that purpose. 
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After returning to open session, Mr. Hazelwood recommended renewal of all currently 

employed certified staff members except those who have retired or resigned and the 

following; 

 

1.  Winter Overton as a cafeteria worker, 

2. Pauline Poe as a substitute cafeteria worker, 

3. Angela Nicholson as a substitute cafeteria worker, 

4. Marvin Davis as a substitute cafeteria worker, 

5. Roderick Austin as a substitute bus driver, 

6. Jessie Toston as an interim diesel mechanic, 

7. Michael Bowie as a special education aide, 

8. Enerse Sims as a special education aide,  

9. Lyequita Alsup as an elementary teacher, 

10. Marva Crater as an elementary teacher, 

11. Jessica Thompson as an elementary teacher, 

12. Crystal Capps as an elementary teacher, 

13. Chris Hudson as a junior high social studies/coach, 

14. Albert Johnson as a junior high social studies, 

15. Dortha Collier as a junior high math teacher, 

16. Rachel Scott as a junior high math teacher, 

17. Erin Joshua as a junior high English teacher, 

18. Tim Rhoades as a high school drama teacher, 

19. Jennifer Howington as a technology director, and 

20. Dustin Prescott as a high school football coach. 
 
 

 

On a motion by Mrs. Barker and a second by Mr. Reynolds the Board voted 6-0 to accept 

Mr. Hazelwood’s recommendation, with the following exceptions: 

 

Mr. Holcomb did not return to vote. 

Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Culclager voting “Nay” to hiring: 

 

19. Jennifer Howington as a technology directory (4-2 motion passed) and 

 

Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Jones, Mrs. Boone and Mr. Culclager voted “Nay” to hiring: 

 

20. Dustin Prescott as a high school football coach (2-4 motion failed). 

 

Adjournment 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Danny Hazelwood and Brenda Melton recorder. 

 

 

 

Ronnie Reynolds, 

Board Secretary  


