
Sophomore English Syllabus – Ms. Boswell

Course Objectives:  Students will work on improving responsibility, writing, vocabulary, reading, grammar, and
organizational skills through notebooks, daily journal writing, practice STAAR essays, and reading and analysis
of literature.

Students will practice skills such as creating quality work, which will be essential in college and in
seeking employment.  Students must turn in work to be graded in either dark blue or black ink or pencil and
use conventional grammar and punctuation (no slang or texting/email symbols).  Our focus this year will be on
effort, personal improvement, taking pride in work, and quality.

Supplies
1- small notebook with rings
Notebook paper (or spiral if preferred) – be careful NOT to buy college ruled paper
Blue or black ink pen

Test Grades
Notebooks:  Each student will be required to keep a notebook for this class.  The student will neatly organize
his/her work behind the labeled dividers. *The notebooks will be graded at the END of each six weeks for a
test grade.  This means six weeks averages could be significantly raised or lowered the last week of a six
weeks grading period.

*_____________________________
Parent Signature

Daily Grades
Journals:  Students will keep a daily journal Monday through Thursday.  The journal entries must be one-half
page in length and done in class during the first 5 minutes of each period.  I will take up the journals on
Thursdays for a weekly daily grade and DO NOT accept late journals.  Some journals will act as springboards
for STAAR practice essays and will focus on improving students’ general writing skills.
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Parent Signature

Vocabulary Quizzes:  Each week, students will be given a list of vocabulary words frequently found on the
SAT/ACT to study on their own.  Quizzes will be given on Fridays.

In addition, we will have various daily grades and test grades based on the objectives we cover in class each
week.

If you have any questions or would like to schedule a conference, my conference period is from 10:26 – 11:15.
Please feel free to call the school at (903) 737-2800 or e-mail me at donna.boswell@chisumisd.org with any
questions or concerns you may have.  If you have an e-mail address and would like to be contacted through
email, please include your e-mail address below. I anticipate a very successful year.

Thank you,
Donna Boswell

__________________________________________ ________________________________
Parent Signature/Student Signature Parent e-mail address



Honors English II

In addition to the regular curriculum, honors students will complete several projects and
novels on their own time outside of the classroom. Enrollment in Honors English
means that students are aware of and committed to complete and engage in all
activities inside and outside of the classroom to their fullest potential.

Possible additional reading may include:
The Old Man and the Sea
Fahrenheit 451
Lord of the Flies
Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave”

Additional projects may include:
Renaissance research paper
PowerPoint presentations
Technology research project
“Allegory of the Cave” model project
Dystopian vs. Utopian literature research paper
Novel vs. movie comparison paper
1950’s research paper
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