
Visual Art Syllabus - Mario Munguia Jr    Art I, II, III, IV 

Mario.munguia@chisumisd.org      Junior High Art 

 

Overview:  
 

Art making improves life satisfaction.  When paired with art education it also promotes 

healthy student growth. As artists, students should be challenged to surpass limitations in order 

to catalyze a deep creative core, simultaneously enriching their imaginative capacities. 

Willingness to experiment or explore new ideas, and opposing viewpoints should promote vital 

and effective instructional outcomes with unlimited potential.  

Art is essential in creating a high level of discipline, patience, and organization. Art is 

about aesthetic order not just in practice but also in function throughout life. Developing 

appreciation for art, encouraging individual aesthetic growth, enhancing technical abilities, and 

establishing an in-depth visual vocabulary are the primary instructive goals for this course.  

 

 

Art and Education - TEKS Standards:  

 
The fine arts incorporate the study of visual arts to offer unique experiences and empower 

students through active learning, critical thinking, and innovative, problem solving. The fine arts 

develops cognitive functioning and increases student academic achievements, higher-order 

thinking, communication, and collaboration skills, making the fine arts applicable to college 

readiness, career opportunities, workplace environments, social skills, and everyday life. 

Students develop cultural awareness through exploration, leading to creative expression. 

Creativity, encouraged through the study of fine arts, is essential to nurture and develop the 

student.  

Four foundations of visual arts include: observation and perception, creative expression, 

historical and cultural relevance, and critical evaluation and response. Students rely on personal 

observations and perceptions, which are developed through increasing visual literacy and 

sensitivity to surroundings, communities, memories, imaginings, foster critical thinking, 

collaborate with others, and build reflective skills. While exercising meaningful problem-solving 

skills, students develop the lifelong ability to make informed judgments.  

 

 

Key Instructive Aspirations: 

 
1. Cultivate respectful for everyone, because they deserve it. 

2. Keep an open, fluid, active, and creative mind. 

3. Strive to develop and maintain a good personal work ethic. 

4. Create work that empowers your beliefs, goals, and self-esteem.  

5. Exhibit school pride in your actions and choices. 

6. Take time to reflect on daily learning outcomes in class and in life. 
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Classroom Expectations/Rules:  

 
1. Think positive, reconsider the notion of failure in a constructive way, if failure is 

eliminated then we are left with a variety of approaches in reaching solutions. 

 

2. Put in your best effort, you learn the most by doing and through practice. 

 

3. Think as an individual. If you intend to derive benefits from your creative efforts, it will 

be a result of your hard work, enthusiasm and original ideas.  

 

4. Consider the possibility of dedicating time for completing work outside of class, in such 

case be attentive and productive with class time. 

 

5. RESPECT for oneself and for others is vital in protecting the integrity of our classroom 

community. Actively engage in the environment created to stimulate learning and your 

success. Value your own self-worth and the worth of your classmates by contributing to 

discussions but also by remaining aware and interested in conversations.  

 

6. Be mindful of your work area and prepare to clean up any and all mess you made during 

class; verbal reminders nearing dismissal should be respected but also allow yourself the 

time to negotiate your own transition. Make sure that all garbage is picked up, table tops 

cleaned. Show courtesy to the custodians who must maintain the buildings. 

 

7. Demonstrate responsibility by arriving on time with all the necessary materials for the 

day.  

 

8. Using phones or other devices for personal communication or entertainment is not 

appropriate for class time. Chromebooks are encouraged, and may be used during class 

for research only. Please turn off all sound/ringers.   

 

9. No tolerance for disruptive behavior or outburst. If verbal warnings persist with no effect 

the student will report to administration. Lack of enthusiasm will be noted and, in some 

cases, reported to parent or guardian.   

 

 

Emphasis on Mediums 

 
1. Drawing 

2. Composition and Design  

3. Color Theory 

4. Art History 

5. Printmaking 

6. Painting 

7. Sculpture 

8. Ceramics  

9. Formal Analysis and Critical Discussion  



Key Topics Covered and Learning Outcomes 

 

• Use observation skills, imagination, and critical thinking in examination to create original 

works of art  

• Define the elements of design in art: line, shape, space, texture, value, form, and color. 

Identify them as key components in observing artwork and to use these foundational 

elements in original work. 

• Define, identify, and use the principles of design in art: emphasis, balance, unity, 

movement/rhythm, contrast/variety, proportion, repetition/pattern 

• gain proficiency in working with a diverse range of materials and tools in the mediums 

listed above  

• develop written skills through composing/refining artist statements, written critical 

responses to art, and through analyzing historical art movements and works 

• enhance speaking ability in reference to student work using the proper terminology 

• use studio practice to focus and communicate individual expressions, thoughts, and 

emotions 

• understand the relevant context of applied studio work to the student’s local community, 

regional area, national scope, and global view through trips, contests, and exhibitions  

• gain understanding of the cultural significance of art tying into individual heritage, or in 

recognizing trends within contemporary and historical periods worldwide 

• counsel and prepare select students in the pursuit of art related profession or college 

degree, determining expectations, identifying reputable programs, and discussing 

application and portfolio review processes  

 

 

Basic Materials   
 

1. Pencil (non-mechanical) with an attached or separate eraser  

2. 3 ring binder or folder with brads for class handouts 

3. Notebook paper or journal for notetaking 

4. Sketchbooks- (Art II,III,IV) 8.5”x11” spiral or hardcover  

5. Individual art supplies if preferred (markers, color pencils, drawing pencils, kneaded 

erasers, brushes) 

 

The department will provide specialty or expensive materials for lesson instruction, however 

expensive materials deemed to outweigh the benefit of all students may need to at times be 

provided by the student. (i.e. larger canvas, fine drawing paper, materials for self-directed 

works) Students may be asked to provide inexpensive materials such as poster board.  

 

 

 

 

 



Grading 
 

50%- Tests (Completed Studio Assignments and Written Exams) 

Minimum of at least 3 test grades per six weeks term, divided into finished pieces (possibly 

weighted double), written exams covering appropriate instructional and supplemental 

information on class assignments, possible sketchbook drawing minimum)  

 

50%- Classwork/Homework (In-progress work grades, quizzes, written worksheets or 

assignments, possible group or individual critiques) 

 

Criteria for artwork grades will be based on how well the student adhered to guidelines, effort 

and time involved with each piece, conceptual merit, originality, level of craftsmanship or 

quality, and student enthusiasm.  

 

 

Assignments and Studio Work 

 
Deadlines will be given for each specific piece or assignment and students will be 

diligently reminded about due dates. Students will be assigned a grade for their work shortly 

after the due date in accordance to grading procedures even if work remains incomplete or not to 

student’s satisfaction. Since there is no way to account for the rate at which individual students 

will complete work it is encouraged the student find a manageable pace for completing their own 

work. Artwork requires time and detail, rushing through a piece will be evident, and if so 

constructive suggestions for improvement will be made. In contrast flexible deadlines or grading 

agreements will be made with students on particular work that is recognizably detailed and 

intensive in a manner that is fair to the student, instructor, and the class. (credit where credit is 

due) Due dates will remain in effect but the amount of time spent on a particular piece will be 

considered in grading.   
 
All student artwork and ideas should be original encouraging individual growth and 

talent. References for work must be suggested or approved in relation to given assignment. 

PLAGUIRSIM in art exists and is monumentally discouraged. Students that revert to plagiarism 

will be automatically assigned a grade of zero for the assignment.  

 

 

District Policies  

 
Absences / Attendance Regular school attendance is essential for a student to make the most of 

his or her education— to benefit from teacher-led and school activities, to build each day’s 

learning on the previous day’s, and to grow as an individual. Absences from class may result in 

serious disruption of a student’s mastery of the instructional materials; therefore, the student and 

parent should make every effort to avoid unnecessary absences.  

 
Bullying is prohibited by the district and could include hazing, threats, taunting, teasing, 

confinement, assault, demands for money, destruction of property, theft of valued possessions, 



name-calling, rumor-spreading, or ostracism. If a student believes that he or she has experienced 

bullying or has witnessed bullying of another student, it is important for the student or parent to 

notify a teacher, school counselor, principal, or another district employee as soon as possible to 

obtain assistance and intervention. The administration will investigate any allegations of bullying 

or other related misconduct. The district will also provide notice to the parent of the alleged 

victim and the parent of the student alleged to have engaged in bullying. A student may 

anonymously report an alleged incident of bullying through the CISD website at 

www.chisumisd.org 

 

Acceptable Use of District Technology Resources District-owned technology resources for 

instructional purposes may be issued to individual students. Use of these technological resources, 

which include the district’s network systems and use of district equipment, is restricted to 

approved purposes only. Students and parents will be asked to sign a user agreement (separate 

from this handbook) regarding use of these district resources. Violations of the user agreement 

may result in withdrawal of privileges and other disciplinary action. 

 

Applicability of School Rules As required by law, the board has adopted a Student Code of 

Conduct that prohibits certain behaviors and defines standards of acceptable behavior—both on 

and off campus as well as on district vehicles—and consequences for violation of these 

standards. The district has disciplinary authority over a student in accordance with the Student 

Code of Conduct. Students and parents should be familiar with the standards set out in the 

Student Code of Conduct, as well as campus and classroom rules.  

 

 

Personal Teaching Philosophy  
 

As an instructor, I must find and negotiate relatable entry points that I can access, 

facilitate, and nurture the student’s willingness to learn. Each of us in our own way has the right 

to disseminate personal values through artistic practice. It is a journey comprised of individual 

reflection and interdisciplinary interactions that result in the most monumental discoveries. 

Accepting and living through this philosophy as a daily practice is what will move the medium 

forward.  I firmly believe these stimulants of active change are accessible within all institutions 

of learning, but the real conception lies within student engagement and efforts throughout the art 

making process. Art is no exception to being on the frontlines of innovation. In truth, it may even 

serve as the catalyst for revolution. My success will be measured in the efficacy of transforming 

students into revolutionaries that will instigate positive change and serve on the frontier of 

aesthetic, philosophical, and life altering art making for themselves and their community. I 

would like to offer my students the ability to generate valuable experiences that I hope will not 

only provide them with a significant educational foundation, but also a sense of confidence and 

leadership they can bring into the world through their work.   

 

 

 

 

 

**Syllabus remains subject to change, students will be notified of changes** 

http://www.chisumisd.org/

