
Unit 2a Lesson plans September 17th- October 15th 2021

Instructional Focus Document
Grade 4 English Language Arts and Reading

TITLE : Unit 03A: Examining and Developing the Heart
of the Story

SUGGESTED DURATION : 15 Days

Examining and Developing the Heart of the Story (15 Days for the entire unit)
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4.11B, 4.11B.i, 4.11B.ii, 4.11C, 4.11D, 4.11D.i, 4.11D.iv, 4.11D.v, 4.11D.vi, 4.11D.x, 4.11D.xi, 4.12A

Unit Overview

Introduction This unit bundles student expectations that address the genre characteristics and structures of
fictional text. This genre represents narratives, or stories, that include literary elements and devices. Literary
elements are the basic parts of a story including plot, character(s), setting, theme, etc. Authors create their stories
around these elements. Readers rely on this predictable structure in order to help them understand any work of
fiction. Literary devices are techniques an author uses to add meaning and produce a given effect. Examples of
literary devices are a point of view, simile, metaphor, imagery, alliteration, etc. Readers analyze literary elements
and devices in order to deepen their understanding of the text and to improve their own craft. Readers read fiction
for the enjoyment of learning about and making connections with new and different people, places, and ideas.

Prior to this Unit In Units 02A, 02B, and 02C, students engaged in deep analysis and application of the author’s
craft of structural elements and language choices to support authentic purposes and audiences across a variety of
texts. Students used the writing process to craft an original piece with emphasis on purpose and message.
Students also honed their decoding and spelling skills by applying syllable division patterns and syllable types. In
Unit 02C, students also began to analyze words for roots and affixes for both decoding and spelling purposes as
well as to build their vocabulary.

During this Unit In Reading, students access a variety of fictional texts. They read, respond, and discuss their
understanding of text by employing previously learned reading strategies that support comprehension. Through
exposure to rich fictional texts, students recognize the essential literary elements of the fiction genre, including
interactions and changes among characters, the plot arc (rising action, climax, falling action and resolution), and
the impact the setting can have on the story. They use these literary elements, as well as text evidence to support
their inferences, identify theme, and summarize texts. Students also carefully examine fictional texts for author’s
purpose and craft, including the use of literary language and devices. Students study how author’s use imagery,
figurative language, sound devices, and point of view to establish voice, engage the reader, and enhance the
message being conveyed.
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Day 1
Lemonade War!

Comprehension:
Determine genre,
ask questions, plot,
setting impact,
theme, infer author’s
purpose and point of
view, text structure,
vocabulary

I do:
Model asking
questions and
making predictions
before reading.
Introduce
vocabulary for these
chapters.

We do: Read
chapters 1-2
Complete
vocabulary activity.
Discuss Figurative
language pages and
complete them
together. Ask
questions during
reading.

You do:
Complete the
comprehension
questions (Grade)
Talk to your table
about the point of
view and questions
you still have. Share
answers with the
whole group.
Unit 2a day 1
activities

Guided
Reading

Day 2

Comprehension:
Determine genre,
ask questions, plot,
setting impact,
theme, infer author’s
purpose and point of
view, text structure
Text connection,
vocabulary

I do:
Introducing chapter
vocabulary. Model
how to make a text
to self connection to
the previous two
chapters.

We do: Read
chapters 3-4
Complete
vocabulary activity.
Ask questions
before, during and
after reading.
Discuss with your
table what you think
the setting is and
why the author
chose this setting.
How does it impact
the plot?

You do:
Complete the
comprehension
questions (Grade)
Write a text to self
connection based
on a character trait
of one of the
characters you have
encountered so far.
Share your
connection with your
table.

Guided
Reading

Day 3

Comprehension:
Determine topic,
identify key ideas
that support theme,
create a summary,
vocabulary:
Audience, figurative
language, imagery,
irony

I do:
Introducing chapter
vocabulary. Review
what a theme is and
why it is important.
Review previous
examples of
figurative language.
Discuss what
imagery is and why
it is an important
skill.

We do: Read
chapters 5-6
Complete
vocabulary activity.
Determine the main
idea of chapters 5-6
then use the main
idea and key details
to create a
summary.

You do:
Complete the
comprehension
questions (Grade)
Complete figurative
language with a
partner. Using
examples of text
evidence, draw the
image created by
the text. Use a
highlighter to show
which words appeal
to the 5 senses.

Guided
Reading

Day 4

Comprehension:
Determine genre,
ask questions, plot,
setting impact,
theme, infer author’s
purpose and point of
view, text structure
Text connection,
vocabulary

I do:
Introducing chapter
vocabulary. Explain
text structure
(problem and
solution) Review
author’s purpose.

We do: Read
chapters 7-8
Complete
vocabulary activity.
Use a plot line and
fill in the exposition
and the rising
action. Make a
prediction with table
groups about what
the climax will be.
Ask questions about
how the climax will
affect the plot.

You do:
Complete the
comprehension
questions (Grade)
Complete figurative
language with a
partner. Write a
response explaining
how the plot might
be affected if the
setting was
changed. (Pick a
new setting and
explain)

Guided
Reading

Day 5

Comprehension:
Character
interaction and
change, infer
character traits,
make correct and
confirm predictions,
vocabulary

I do:
Introducing chapter
vocabulary. Discuss
how people change
as they grow.
Change takes time!
What motivates
someone to
change? What is an
interaction? How do
our interactions
change us?

We do: Read
Chapters 9-10
Complete
vocabulary/figurativ
e language activity.
Make a prediction
about what
character will
change, what
motivates the
change, and how
they will change.
Share each group's
prediction and chart
responses to be
checked later with
text evidence.

You do:
Complete
comprehension
questions (Grade)
Choose one of the
characters from the
text. Pick a trait that
would describe
them inwardly. Use
text evidence to
support your trait.

Guided Reading
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Day 6

Comprehension:
Character
interaction and
change, infer
character traits,
make correct and
confirm predictions,
vocabulary

I do:
Introducing new
vocabulary. Explain
that a character’s
thoughts, feelings,
actions, and words
are clues when
inferring character
traits.

We do: Read
Chapters 11-12
Complete
vocabulary activity.
Infer Mrs.Keenum’s
character traits…
what evidence
supports the trait.

You do:
Complete
comprehension
questions (Grade)
Choose a character
and describe them
using character
traits. Support your
answers with text
evidence. Complete
figurative language
activity (Grade)
Share the traits you
came up with. We
will make a class list
out of answers.

Guided Reading

Day 7

Comprehension:
Determine topic,
identify key ideas
that support theme,
create a summary,
vocabulary

I do:
Introducing new
vocabulary.
Introducing the
theme..(lesson
learned)

We do: Read
chapters 13-14
Complete
vocabulary activity.
Determine the
theme of the novel.
Discuss what key
ideas from the text
support the theme.
(share ideas with
table group) Reflect
on the plot,
complete a plot line.
Use the events to
write a summary.
(Note that a
summary typically
has a main idea
sentence with
evidence to support
it)

You do:
Complete
comprehension
questions. (Test
Grade) Take the AR
quiz (daily Grade)
Reflect on your
favorite part of the
novel. Write a short
paragraph
explaining it and
share with your
table group.

Guided Reading

Day 8

Comprehension:
compare traits and
explain what text
evidence supports
them., vocabulary:
Audience, figurative
language, imagery,
irony

I do:
Explain that kids
were the author’s
audience… How
would the book be
different if the author
had a different
audience in mind
while writing?
Discuss imagery
and irony in detail.
Give examples from
the text.

We do:
Choose two
characters from the
novel to compare.
Talk about the
relationship with
table groups.

You do:
Describe how these
characters are alike
and different. Make
sure to include
character traits.
Choose 3
vocabulary words
that are new to you.
Use each word
correctly in a
sentence. (grade)

We will enjoy
FRESH
LEMONADE while
we work!

Guided Reading

Day 9

Comprehension:
Character
interaction and
change, infer
character traits,
make correct and
confirm prediction,
vocabulary

I do:
Using my Bitmoji I
will Give examples
of physical and
personality traits of
myself.
We do:
Read The Name Jar
As we read we will
make, correct, and
confirm predictions.
You Do:
Using a character
interaction from the
text make a
connection to the
events that took
place. Infer 2
personality traits
and support your
answer with text
evidence. Identiry
the theme.

Day 10

Comprehension:
STAAR Practice
Fiction

I do:
Model STAAR
Strategies

We do:
Preview the
questions and
highlight the key
words in each
question.

You do: STAAR
Passage
Complete the
fiction passage
My What Is
Showing for a
grade.



Day 11

Comprehension:
Audience, figurative
language, imagery,
irony, idiom

I do:

We do: Go over
STAAR Passage

You do:
Make corrections to
their STAAR
Passage.

Day 12

Comprehension:
foreshadowing,
making predictions,
tone, mood

I do:
Review figurative
language. Introduce
tone and mood.

We do:
Figurative language
puzzles as table
groups. Walk by and
check each other’s
table

You do:
Color by number
figurative language.
Take a grade.

Guided reading

Day 13

Comprehension:
(figurative language)
Audience, figurative
language, imagery,
irony, idiom
I do:
Introduce idioms
and irony. Use
anchor charts.

We do:
Cut and glue idiom
activity. Work with a
partner.

You do:
Independently
students will
complete a scoot
activity. (It’s raining
idioms) Take a
grade.

Guided Reading

Day 14

Comprehension:
Figurative language
and devices,
foreshadowing

I do:
Review Fiction
We do:
Play review game
(Stinky Feet) with
STAAR wars task
cards.
You do:
Answer questions
and provide text
evidence for
answers.

Day 15

Comprehension:
STAAR Practice
Fiction

I do:

We do:
Answer last minute
questions about
fiction. Highlight the
important words in
each answer choice.

You do:
Unit Assessment


