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Burkeville ISD is implementing instructional practices to provide consistency across 
learning environments and ensure the safety of students and staff. These procedures 
are subject to change at any point in time due to the current circumstances. This plan 
will be evaluated every six months to adapt to needs and trends of educating all 
students with the assistance of public input.  We will take every precaution and follow 
recommendations from medical experts, the Centers for Disease Control, as well as 
our state and local health officials. The community and parents will be notified of any 
changes if they take place. BISD is committed to providing a safe learning environment 
for all students. 

Burkeville ISD is committed to ensuring that students have an equitable experience 
and access to high quality education: 

• BISD will utilize the strategies and best practices associated with blended
learning to design learning activities for all students.

• Learning experiences are designed to meet the needs and environment of the
learner where they are.

• Students will engage in high quality learning experiences aligned to BISD
curriculum and Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.

• BISD will only provide face-to-face instruction for the 2021-2022 school year.
• In this setting, teachers will provide face-to-face instruction, learning resources

and support utilizing Google Classroom.
• District-directed safety procedures will be implemented.

Safety Measures 
On the first day a student attends school on campus, school 
systems must provide instruction to students on appropriate 
hygiene practices and other mitigation practices adopted in the 
local school system. These include the practice of covering 
coughs and sneezes with a tissue, and if not available, to cover 
cough or sneeze with their elbows. Used tissues should be 
thrown in the trash, hands should be washed immediately with
soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or hand sanitizer 
should be used.  Students and staff who desire to wear a face 
covering may do so. 



Safety Training for Protocols & Procedures 
• Students will participate in training specific to newly adopted health and safety

protocols.
• AII students will be trained on information about COVID-19 screening,

identification of symptoms, prevention of spread, and sanitation of work areas.
• If a student is experiencing symptoms, they need to immediately notify a teacher.
• Parents are asked to talk to their students about COVID-19 symptoms and

prevention strategies.
• Teachers will attend training and develop classroom procedures consistent with

TEA, District, CDC, and Local Health Department guidance.
• All staff will be trained on COVID screening, identification of symptoms, prevention

of spread, and sanitation of work areas.
• AII staff will monitor students that exhibit symptoms and will be required

to notify the nurse if a student is showing any symptoms.
• Facial coverings will be optional for all staff and students to wear at

their personal discretion and preference.  CDC recommends those who
are not vaccinated to wear facial coverings.

• Custodial teams will maintain a regular cleaning schedule to disinfect
high traffic and commonly used spaces throughout the instructional
day, including door handles, restrooms, large group transition areas,
and cafeteria between meals.

• Hand sanitizer stations will be located in multiple areas throughout the campus.

Standard Classroom Procedures 
Classroom protocols and procedures will include expectations regarding not sharing 
school supplies, social distancing when possible and when educationally appropriate, 
hand washing or sanitizing, etc. Teachers will ensure high-touch areas in the classroom 
are wiped in between classes. 
Each classroom will be outfitted with the following: 

• Visual reminders of distancing requirements will be in all classrooms marking off
areas for common spaces and distancing best practices.

• Refillable alcohol-based hand sanitizer stations.
• Access to disinfectant to sanitize working surfaces.
• Whenever possible, students and staff will maintain consistent groupings of

people to minimize the spread of the virus.
• Group or pair work can be implemented while maintaining physical distancing.
• In classroom spaces that allow it, student desks will be placed at a minimum of

three feet apart when possible.
• In classrooms where students are regularly within three feet of one another,

schools should plan for more frequent hand washing and/or hand sanitizing.



Students will not have access to water fountains except to refill water 
bottles. Students are expected to bring their own reusable water bottle 
for use throughout the day and expected to take water bottles home to 
be cleaned on a daily basis. Please make sure your student has 
their name on the          water bottle. 

 Completing Daily Self-Screening 
Students, staff, and visitors are encouraged to perform a daily self-screening for  
COVID-19 symptoms and fever before arriving to school or boarding school 
transportation. Per TEA, “in evaluating whether an individual has symptoms consistent 
with COVID-19, consider the following question: Have they recently begun experiencing 
any of the following in a way that is not normal for them?” 

• Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 
degrees        Fahrenheit

• Loss of taste or smell
• Cough
• Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath
• Headache
• Chills
• Sore Throat
• Congestion or runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Exaggerated shivering
• Significant muscle pain or ache
• Diarrhea
• Nausea or Vomiting

Isolation Procedures 
• When a student has displayed symptoms of COVID-19, the school nurse will 

provide a clinical assessment to determine if and when a student needs to be 
sent home.

• Students who are ill will be separated from their peers until a parent/guaradian 
can pick them up from school.



If Someone Tests Positive 
• BISD is required to report all reports of positive COVID-19 tests to local health 

officials and will cooperate with them for the purpose of contact tracing.  The 
local health departments have the legal authority to collect information on 
reportable communicable disease cases in order to conduct and complete 
community investigations.

• Schools must notify all teachers, staff, and families of all students in a school if a 
lab-confirmed case is identified among students, teachers or staff who 
participated   I in any on campus activities and may have been potentially exposed. 
In general, close contact is defined as: (a) being directly exposed to infectious 
secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or (b) being within 3 feet for a largely 
uninterrupted or sustained extend contact period throughout the course of a day 
of approximately 15 minutes; however, additional factors like case/contact 
masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the potential close contact have 
been consistently and properly masked), ventilation, presence of dividers, and 
case symptomology may affect this determination.  Either (a) or (b) defines close 
contact if it occurred during the infectious period of the case, defined as two 
days prior to symptom onset to 5 days after symptom onset.  In the case of 
asymptomatic individuals who are test-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious 
period is defined as two days prior to the confirming test and continuing for 5 
days following the confirming test.

• The name of an individual who tests positive cannot and will not be made 
available to the public.

• Similar to students, school systems must exclude staff from attending
school in person who are actively sick with COVID-19 or who have received a 
positive test result for COVID-19.

• Custodial staff will ensure all exposed areas are thoroughly cleaned and 
disinfected.

Re-Entry AFTER a positive Test or COVID-19 Like Symptoms 
• At least 5 days have passed since symptoms first appeared
• At least 24 hours fever free without the use of fever reducing medication.
• The individual has improved in symptoms (e.g. Cough, Chills, Headaches, etc.)
• Any student participating in athletics, cheerleading, or marching band that tests

positive for COVID-19 will need a doctor’s note clearing them to return to their
activity.



Bus Transportation 
Bus routes will run at regular capacity. Although the 
district is implementing the safety protocols and 
disinfecting efforts described below, families are 
encouraged to drop students off or carpool to school to 
reduce possible exposure on buses.  

• Students will need to use hand sanitizer upon entering the bus (provided near the
bus stairwell).

• Staff will be spraying and wiping down seats and high-touch items with
disinfecting spray between each AM and PM drop-off.

Visitors 
• Visitors will be allowed on campus only in the case of an emergency or for

planned events only.  Only visitors who are essential to school operations will be
allowed.

• Parent/Teacher conferences will be conducted virtually or by phone. In the event
that a virtual conference cannot take place, the meeting must be approved
through the campus principal.

• Parents will not be allowed to eat with their children.
• BISD will not utilize volunteers until further notice.


