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Animal Policy 
 

The school enacts the following policy to provide reasonable health and safety measures for all students.  

We recognize that the presence of animals at school can provide a valuable learning experience, but 

animals cannot be allowed to endanger student safety or disrupt learning. The school recognizes that 

instruction related to the care and treatment of animals teaches students a sense of responsibility and 

promotes the humane treatment of living creatures. It is the policy of the school to notify parents of 

students in a classroom when an animal is being introduced.  A small animal in a contained habitat (e.g. 

cage) may be kept in a class room, provided there is a staff member responsible for its care and all parents 

will be notified and none have presented health concerns regarding its presence.  If there is a health 

concern, the staff member may not approve of the animal entering the school.   No dogs or cats are 

allowed on the premises without the Director’s approval, and must be kept on a leash at all times.  Service 

animals are welcome. Spiders, venomous and poisonous insects, snakes, reptiles, and lizards, and other 

dangerous or otherwise harmful animals are prohibited. 

Procedures for Animals brought to school for visits 

 

Students must obtain permission from their teacher; staff will obtain authorization from the school 

Director and make arrangements for animal visits 48 hours in advance. Animals brought to school at pick 

up and drop off times will be leashed or contained and restrained by the adult owner at all times.  Any 

visitors must check in the office without the animal.  Larger, approved animals are to be taken to the 

outdoor classrooms contained or on a leash unless approved otherwise. During school hours, no animal 

will be brought to school without prior authorization. 

Procedures for Animals in the classroom 

When a teacher has a permanent animal in the classroom, these procedures must be followed; 

1.) A warning sign must be placed on the cage that the animal is in that states the animal is likely to 
carry disease. The diseases that the animal might possibly carry must be listed as well.  

2.) Next to the cage there must be a list of precautions that one can take to avoid disease; such as 
wash your hands if you come in contact with the animal or do not touch the animal.  

3.) The scientific name of the animal must be placed by or on the cage.  
 

Permission from administration must be obtained before having a permanent animal in the classroom.  

 


