
Registration Option for Individuals with 
a Communication Disability 

 

 
 
Do you or a loved one have a communication disability? Individuals with a medically- diagnosed 
communication disability can voluntarily enroll in a database that connects to the Law 
Enforcement Agencies Data System (LEADS). By enrolling in this system, a law enforcement 
officer will be alerted that you, or a passenger in your vehicle, has a communication disability 
and may have difficulty communicating. 
 
The communication disability law, House Bill 115 became an Ohio law on August 1, 2018, with 
the goal of improving interactions between law enforcement officers and individuals with a 
diagnosed communication disability. This important information can help an officer understand 
why someone may not make eye contact or have a delayed response. Officers can then adjust 
their approach, reducing the chance of a potential misunderstanding. 
 
Registration is a voluntary option for drivers or passengers who regularly occupy a vehicle, 
including minors. During a traffic stop, LEADS will alert law enforcement that a driver or 
passenger has a communication disability. With respect to medical confidentiality, details 
regarding communication disabilities will not be provided to law enforcement.  
 
To register someone for the database, visit the Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities 
website to download a Verification Form.  While you do not have to disclose personal medical 
information on the form, it does require the signature of a licensed practitioner, confirming a 
diagnosed communication disability. 
 
Completed verification forms should be mailed to the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
(BMV)/Vehicle Information Services, P.O. Box 16521 Columbus, Ohio 43216-6521 or scanned 
and emailed to VIS-Administration@dps.ohio.gov. Forms can also be hand-delivered to any 
BMV Deputy Registrar.  Applicants will receive a confirmation receipt sent to the email address 
provided on the form. 
 
For more information, please visit www.ood.ohio.gov/Information/Communication-Disability-
Law        
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