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Greetings, 

 

I hope you and your family continue to be healthy and safe. As we plan for returning to school at A+ 
Charter Schools, Inc., we recognize that this will be an unusual school year, and it is more important 
than ever that we come together as a community to support our students’ learning. We, as educators, 
play a critical role during this pandemic, and we must ensure that our students do not lose a year of 
instruction. At the same time, we will be keeping student and staff safety top of mind in our planning. 

 

This document (Back to Class 2020) outlines the procedures our campuses will have in place to prevent 
or mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and to respond if a positive case is identified. We hope that this 
transparency helps you to feel comfortable sending your children to school and knowing what to expect 
when you do. While it is not possible to eliminate all risk of furthering the spread of COVID-19, the 
current science suggests there are many steps schools can take to substantially reduce the risks to 
students, teachers, staff, and their families. 

 

We hope that this information gives you confidence in our systems and our ability to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 on our campuses. If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to your campus 
administrators or Walter Clinton, A+ Charter Schools Inc.’s Covid-19 Contact at walter.clinton@aplus-
cs.org and he will distribute the question to the appropriate department to answer your question. 

 

Thank you and stay safe! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dr. Brenton White 

Superintendent/CEO  

A+ Charter Schools, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:walter.clinton@aplus-cs.org
mailto:walter.clinton@aplus-cs.org
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HEALTH PROTOCOLS 
Every decision made will take into consideration the latest guidance 

and direction from local, state 
and federal authorities. 
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A+ Charter Schools continues to monitor the spread of COVID-19 and receives regular guidance from 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott, Texas Education Agency Commissioner Mike Morath and other local, state 
and federal agencies regarding response, prevention and mitigation efforts. This direction will continue 
to evolve based on COVID-19 conditions across the state and our local community. We will educate our 
students, staff, and community members about the importance of frequent hand washing; covering a 
cough or sneeze; not touching one’s eyes, nose, and mouth; staying home when sick; and other measures 
to help prevent the spread of communicable diseases. Hand sanitizer will be available at every building 
entrance and in every classroom. A+ Charter Schools Custodial Services will continue to routinely clean 
and disinfect all facilities, including cleaning frequently touched objects and surfaces with approved 
germicidal agents which are effective against multiple disease-causing viruses and bacteria. 

COVID-19 Daily Self-Screening 

All parents, students and staff will be required to self-screen daily prior to entering any A+ Charter 
Schools facility or boarding transportation.  

 
Parents/Guardians can help by keeping children home who are sick. If a child has COVID-19 symptoms, 
under TEA guidelines, the child cannot return to school until at least ten (10) days have passed since 
symptoms first appeared, and at least three days (72 hours) have passed since recovery (resolution of 
fever without the use of fever reducing medications); and the individual has improvement in symptoms 
(cough, shortness of breath, etc.). 

Social Distancing 

Students and staff will be asked to maintain a distance of 3-6 feet when feasible. 

Temperature Checks 

Daily temperature checks of all students at school will not be performed; however, each campus has 
been provided no-touch infrared thermometers for screening symptomatic students and staff. 

Response to COVID-19 Cases 

APCS campus staff will initiate the A+ Charter School Isolation Plan in the event of a suspected COVID-
19 case on campus. (see pg.14) In working with district and local health authorities a course of action 
will be determined regarding necessary communication, required sanitation, possible closures and 
contact tracing. Upon notification of a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case on a campus, the district will 
communicate with teachers, staff, and families of students who were potentially exposed. 

 

Hand Washing and Disinfecting Expectations 

Frequent hand sanitization and disinfection will be required to ensure the health and safety of students 

and staff. 

• Hand sanitizer and/or handwashing stations will be available in high use 
areas of the campus, e. g. at the main entrance to the building, in classrooms, 
in the cafeteria and in common areas throughout the campus. 

• Staff and students will be expected to regularly wash or sanitize their hands. 

 

o A+ Charter Schools will encourage students engage in handwashing for at least 
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20 seconds at least two times each day, in addition to being encouraged to wash 
hands after using the restroom and before eating, as appropriate. 

o APCS will teach students good handwashing techniques. 
o Students, teachers, staff, and campus visitors will be encouraged to cover 

coughs and sneezes with a tissue, and if not available, covered in their elbows. 
Used tissues should be thrown in the trash, hands should be washed 
immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or hand sanitizer 
should be used. 

• Habitual and thorough handwashing will be expected after recess, before 
eating, and following restroom breaks. 

• Staff will limit the use of shared supplies when possible. 
 

*Protocols for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) / Face Coverings* 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf 

 

Health and Hygiene Practices: Masks  

1. For the purposes of this document, masks include non-medical and medical grade disposable face masks and 

cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth). Full-face shields may be used in place of a mask to protect 

eyes, nose, and mouth whenever a mask is not feasible or whenever the education context may benefit from 

the ability to see an individual’s full face. 

 2. Schools must comply with the following requirements:  

o Every student, teacher, or staff member shall wear a mask over the nose and mouth when inside a 

school building, school facility, facility used for school activities, or when in an outdoor space on 

school property or used for school activities, wherever it is not feasible to maintain six feet of 

social distancing from another person not in the same household; provided, however, that this 

mask requirement does not apply to the following:  

 Any person younger than 10 years of age, except where a school system determines it is developmentally 

appropriate;  

 Any person with a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a mask; 

  Any person while the person is consuming food or drink, or is seated in a dining area to eat or drink;  

 Any person while the person is: (a) exercising outdoors or engaging in physical activity outdoors; and (b) 

maintaining a safe distance from other people not in the same household; or  

 Any person while the person is giving a speech for a broadcast or to an audience. 

 

o The above mask-wearing requirements do not apply to any school system that was exempted 

from the face covering requirements of Executive Order GA-29 during its effect due to a county 

judge attestation filed with the Texas Division of Emergency Management.  

o The governing board of a school system may modify or eliminate by formal action the above 

mask-related requirements.  

3. In addition to the mask-wearing requirements listed above, school systems may require the use of masks or 

face shields for adults or students for whom it is developmentally appropriate.  

4. It may be impractical for students to wear masks or face shields while participating in some non-UIL athletic 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf
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or other extracurricular activities. In situations where masks are required by this guidance and when it is 

impractical for students to wear masks or face shields during those activities, schools must require students, 

teachers, staff, and visitors to wear masks or face shields when entering and exiting facilities and practice areas 

and when not actively engaging in those activities. Schools may, for example, allow students who are actively 

exercising to remove masks or face shields, as long as they maintain at least six feet of distance from other 

students, teachers, and staff who are not wearing masks or face shields. However, schools must require 

students, teachers, and staff to wear masks or face shields as they arrange themselves in positions that will 

allow them to maintain safe distancing. 

 

Classroom Safety 

Classroom protocols and procedures will include expectations regarding not sharing school supplies, social 

distancing, no or limited group work, and hand washing or sanitizing, etc. 

• Daily student health screenings. Students who do not pass health screenings or exhibit a temperature 

of 100 degrees Fahrenheit or higher will be referred to the school nurse for a parent pick up. 

• Physical distancing will be implemented during in-person instructional settings. 

• Proper handwashing procedures will be taught in every classroom. Additional preventative 

information will include covering your cough or sneeze, avoid touching your face, maintain physical 

distance, and use of face coverings. 

• Whenever possible, students and staff will maintain consistent groupings of people to minimize the 

spread of the virus. 

• Technology should be utilized when students are involved in collaborative work. 
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SCHOOL DAY OPERATIONS 
Every decision made will take into consideration the 

latest guidance and direction from local, state 
and federal authorities. 

 
 
 
 

Campus and Program specific guidelines 

and procedures consistent with district 

protocols will be provided by individual 

campuses or departments. 



 BACK TO CLASS 2020 - A+ CHARTER SCHOOLS 

 

Home of A+ Academy and Inspired Vision 
Academy 

 

  8 

 

 

 
 

Arrival/Dismissal/Transitions 

Arrival 

• Multiple entry points will be established. 
• Students will report straight to classrooms whenever possible. 
• All areas of the building (gym, cafeteria, larger classrooms, common areas, etc.) will be 

utilized to limit the size of student groupings. 
 

Dismissal 

• Multiple exit points will be established. 
• Campuses will implement staggered release procedures . 
• Students will be released straight from their classroom whenever possible. 

Transitions 

• Students and staff will follow protocols for face coverings. 

• In two-way halls students are expected to stay to the far right of the hall when walking. 

• Staff will monitor social distancing in the hallways and classrooms.  

• Where possible, one-way traffic throughout campus corridors will be established by each campus. 

• Students are encouraged to observe and follow school hall traffic flow directions while maintaining 
social distancing guidelines. 

• Classroom doors will be left open to reduce high touch areas when possible. 

• Traffic patterns will be established throughout the campus that separate individuals to the greatest 
extent possible. 

• Staff and signage will be posted to reinforce physical distance expectations. 

• Students should immediately report to their next class and not congregate in the hallway. 

• Students and staff must wear face coverings entering and exiting facilities, in the halls, and avoid 
gathering in large groups during passing periods. 

Entry, exit, and transition procedures that reduce large group gatherings will be developed by each 
campus, and this guidance will be provided to staff, students, and parents. 
 
Parents will be encouraged to remain outside during drop-off and pick-up. 

Transportation 

• Bus transportation will be offered for extra-curricular activities; however, due to social distance 
recommendations, students (age appropriate), drivers, and bus monitors will be required to wear 
face coverings. 

• Bus riders should distance themselves 6 feet from each other while waiting to board the bus 
and while loading the bus . 

• Hand sanitizer will be located at the front of the bus for use as students enter the bus. 
• Students will be assigned seats and will be loaded back to front with no more than 2 

students per seat. 
• Buses will be unloaded from front to back when arriving to said destination. 
• Driver will spray and sanitize seats, handrails, and steering wheel after each use. 
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• Buses will be thoroughly disinfected on a scheduled rotation. 

 

COVID-19 Reporting Protocol 

In the event of confirmed positive instances of COVID-19 at a District site, campus staff have specific 
reporting obligations. 

 
All the following personnel must be notified in the event of a confirmed positive: 
1. Campus Administrator  
2. Campus Designee will then notify District Designee 

 

Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) 

All students in A+ Charter Schools will be REQUIRED to wear a face mask while riding the bus and at 

school or school - sponsored events. Exceptions for special populations, and those with special health 

circumstances may be made with an alternative PPE plan for students and/or staff. Students’ mask 

requirements will be addressed by campus personnel, per the A+ Charter Schools Student Code of 

Conduct. 

Campus Cleaning 

A+ Charter Schools will utilize CDC guidelines and recommendations to ensure we implement the safest and 

most current practices for the cleaning, sanitizing, and disinfecting of our school campuses while allowing 

students to engage in classroom activities. Campuses will institute more frequent cleaning practices, 

including additional cleaning by custodial staff, in ways that are safe and developmentally appropriate. To 

ensure a sanitary environment for students and staff: 

• A+ Charter Schools will arrange for additional cleaning and disinfecting of surfaces that are 

touched in common areas throughout the day. This include objects such as door handles, knobs, 

and buttons. 

• The district will arrange for cleaning of commonly touched surfaces in classrooms between different 

class groups, if the same room will be used by multiple class groups. 

• Increased disinfecting throughout the school day for restrooms and any other high use common areas. 

Restrooms will be frequently stocked with soap and paper towels. 

• Classrooms will be equipped for cleaning between transition of students. 
• Age appropriate signage for proper hygiene practices will be posted throughout the 

buildings. 

• Daily application of disinfectants registered with the EPA and approved for contact services. 

• Daily spraying of our facilities, buses, and classrooms, and instructional materials, such as computer 

keyboards, math manipulatives, books, etc. 

• The district will utilize CDC guidance on cleaning community buildings to prevent COVID-19 spread. 

• A+ Charter Schools will ensure these products are stored safely, including storing harmful products 

where children cannot access them, and ensuring that harmful cleaning products are not used near 

children. 
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• A+ Charter Schools will provide instruction to students on appropriate hygiene practices and 

other mitigation practices adopted in the local school system. 

 



BACK TO CLASS 2020 - A+ CHARTER SCHOOLS 

 

 Home of A+ Academy and Inspired Vision 
Academy 

 

  11 

 

 

 
 

 

Meal Service 

Based on building capacity and student enrollment, campus administration will determine areas that may 

be utilized for lunch. 

• At this time, due to COVID-19, mealtime visitors will not be permitted in the school 
cafeterias. 

• Students will be expected to follow campus guidelines for cafeteria procedures. 

• All students are expected to wash hands or use hand sanitizer prior to entering the cafeteria. 
• Signs will be posted to ensure appropriate social distancing in cafeteria lines. 
• A seating plan for students will be followed for social distancing. 

• Assigned staff supervises students in cafeteria lines, direct students to open seats, and 
ensures that students maintain desired social distance. 

• Campuses will develop breakfast and lunch plans aligned to safety and health 
guidelines and specific to the needs of the campus in coordination with Food 
Services Department. 

A+ Charter Schools 2020-2021 Calendar 

The district plans to utilize the Board approved 2020-2021 calendar; however, depending on the 
circumstances, the district is prepared to modify and extend the calendar. Ample notice and 
communication will be provided if a calendar change is needed. 

Recess/Outdoor Time 

Outdoor play and learning will be encouraged. 

Visitors/Deliveries/Miscellaneous 

• To limit exposure, informal campus visits will be restricted (including during meal time). 
• Essential meetings will be by appointment or a virtual format. 
• All approved visitors must self-screen prior to entry. 
• To ensure the safety of students and staff, no outside deliveries for students will be 

accepted (i.e. food, gifts, food delivery services, etc.). 
• All field trips and large gatherings such as pep rallies, assemblies, etc. will be 

prohibited until further notice. 
• Parents are discouraged from entering the campus, barring extenuating circumstances, 

and they will then be asked to report directly to the front office area. 
• In-person volunteers are not allowed to visit campuses at this time (including mentors, 

college representatives, guest speakers, etc.). 
• Virtual tools will be used to conduct meetings such as ARDs, LPAC, etc. to the extent 

possible. 
• Individuals with COVID-19 symptoms or lab confirmed COVID-19 are not eligible to enter 

a campus under any circumstance. 
• All individuals entering the building will be required to wear face masks. Individuals will 

observe social distancing protocols at all times. 
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Emergencies and Drills 

A+ Charter Schools will continue to follow the Standard Response Protocol (SRP) and its emergency 

actions of Secure, Lockdown, Evacuate and Shelter. Campuses will develop a plan to modify procedures 

to accommodate social distancing. 

Water Fountains 

• The district has installed touchless water stations at all campuses for students and 

staff to fill personal water bottles throughout the day. 

• Students are expected to bring their own reusable water bottles for use throughout 

the day and expected to take water bottles home to be cleaned on a daily basis. 

Extracurricular/Non-Academic Activities 

Campuses will implement the following safeguards: 

• Athletics, Fine Arts and other extracurricular activities will be conducted in alignment with 
UIL guidelines. 

• Non-UIL activities will follow the same COVID-19 related guidelines as UIL activities. 
• Outdoor gatherings must be in compliance with state social distancing guidelines. 
• Any student social activities (i.e. dances, celebrations) must be conducted in open 

air venues or limited to less than 50 participants. All such activities, 
regardless of location, must be in compliance with state social distancing guidelines. 

• Hand washing and/or hand sanitation stations must be available for any activity. 

• Cleaning and sanitation – routine and enhanced cleaning and sanitation measures will be implemented. 

• Safe access to facilities – facility entry and exit points will be coordinated to minimize personal 

interaction and facilitate social distancing. 

• Screening Procedures- daily symptom and temperature screening assessment will be required. 

• University Interscholastic League Rules and Guidance will continue to be adhered to. 

• Face masks will be worn in accordance with the governor’s executive order GA-29. 

• Safe travel guidelines will be strictly adhered to. 

• Decreased number of games. UIL Eligibility Guidelines 

 

Students participating in remote learning offered by their school district, whether synchronous or 

asynchronous (as defined by TEA), may participate in UIL activities if they meet all other UIL eligibility 

requirements based on current guidelines and community health conditions. Students must be enrolled in 

remote learning options through the school the student will represent. 

 

https://www.uiltexas.org/covid-19-information  

 

https://www.uiltexas.org/covid-19-information
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
Every decision made will take into consideration the 

latest guidance and direction from local, state 
and federal authorities. 
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DAILY COVID-19 SCREENING 

  For Students, Staff, Parents & Visitors  
 

 

 

Yes  No 
Fever of 100.0º or above or felt feverish 
(could include alternating shivering & sweating) 

Yes  No New or unexplained chills, Shaking or Exaggerated shivering 

Yes  No New or unexplained cough 

Yes  No New or unexplained trouble breathing, shortness of breath, or wheezing 

Yes  No New or unexplained fatigue 

Yes  No New or unexplained Sore throat 

Yes  No Diarrhea 

Yes  No New or unexplained muscle aches 

Yes  No New or unexplained loss of smell, taste, or change in taste 

Yes  No New or unexplained Headache 

Yes  No  Nausea or Vomiting 

 

Yes  No 
In the past 14 days, have you been in contact with someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19, or who has COVID-19, or is under evaluation for COVID-19? 

 

 

 

If you have answered YES to any of the above, you may not come to school until all of the following criteria 

have been met: 

 

• At least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared 

• AND at least 3 days (24 hours) have passed since recovery of fever without the use of fever-reducing 

medications 

• AND you have improvement in symptoms such as cough and shortness of breath 

• OR you may provide written clearance from a medical professional in order to return based on an 

alternative diagnosis. 

 
You or your parent/guardian should contact your primary care provider. Your doctor will make the decision if 

you should get tested for COVID-19. 

 
If you do not have health insurance, you can still get tested for COVID-19 if your doctor or healthcare provider 

recommends it. 

 
For information about testing, call your doctor and/or access medical care the way you usually would. If you 

need help finding a doctor or accessing medical care, call 2-1-1, and they will direct you to a low or no cost 

provider in your area. 

In the last 48 hours, have you had any of the following symptoms 
unrelated to any other medical conditions that you already have? 
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*To be considered exposed to COVID-19, you need to have prolonged close contact with a person 
who has the virus. Close contact includes living in the same household, caring for a sick person with 
the virus, being within 6 feet of a sick person with the virus for at least 15 continuous minutes without 

the use of a face covering, or being in direct contact with secretions from the sick person. 

 

Student is either 
lab-confirmed to
have COVID-19 
or experience 
the symptoms of 
COVID-19. 

Student reports 
one or more 
symptoms BEFORE 
entry to building 
using screening 
tool. 

The student 
does not report 
to school or 
participate in other 
school activities. 
The student may 
return to campus 
after 10 days 
have passed from 
positive test result 
or symptom onset,
the student has 
improvement in 

 
at leas t24 hours 
have passed with 
no fever without 
the use of fever-
reducing 
medication. 

The student 
does not report 
to school or 
participate in other 
school activities. 
The student may 
return to campus 
after 10 days 
have passed from 
symptom onset 

in symptoms, and 
at least 72 hours 
have passed 
with no fever, 
without the use 
of fever-reducing 
medication. 

Upon notification of a lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 on a campus, the district 
will communicate with teachers, 
staff, and families of students who 
were potentially exposed. 

Student reports 
experiencing one 
or more symptoms
of COVID-19 while 
during the school 
day. 

The campus will 
follow the Student
Isolation Plan. 

Student reports 
having prolonged 
close contact* 
with someone who 
is lab-confirmed to 
have COVID-19. 

The student 
does not report 
to school or 
participate in 
other school 
activities. Student 
should contact 

 
care physician 
for guidance and 
remain home to 

for 10 days. 

Student reports 
someone in their 
home was exposed 
to someone who is 
lab-confirmed to 
have COVID-19. 

Student may 
report to school as 
usual. This is not 
considered to be 
prolonged close 
contact. 
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• Symptomatic students will be required to apply a face covering and 

report to the designated isolation area for further evaluation. 

 
• The ill student will remain isolated with assigned designated staff   member to be 

monitored and receive medical care if needed until parent/ guardian arrives for 

student pick u p . 

 
• Monitoring staff member must perform hand hygiene and wear PPE for the 

duration of the isolation period. 

 
• Campus administrators will immediately notify District Health Services and 

will follow their guidance. 

 
• After students and staff are removed from the isolation area, it will be 

sanitized using approved germicidal agents by A+ Charter Schools 

custodial staff wearing appropriate PPE. 

 

Student Isolation Plan  
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WELCOME BACK! 

2021 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
A+ CHARTER SCHOOLS 

www.apluscharterschools.org 

http://www.apluscharterschools.org/

