
SAT FAQ’s Part II 

How is the test scored? 

As mentioned in our SAT FAQs Part I, the SAT is broken up into three sections: 

 Critical Reading, 

 Mathematics, and 

 Writing. 

Each has a minimum score of 200 and a maximum score of 800. 

In order to determine that score on the reading and math sections of the test, their “raw score” is 
tabulated first. 

Test takers receive one point for every correct multiple choice answer. 

Students must be careful, however, not to guess blindly if they get stuck. 

That's because 1/4 point will be subtracted from the “raw score” for every incorrect multiple choice 
answer. 

Conversely, no points are deducted for omitted questions, so students must strategize about which 
questions to guess on and which to leave blank. 

A good rule of thumb is if you can eliminate two of the multiple choice answers, than your odds are 
good enough to take a guess. 

Also remember that, in the math section, no points are deducted if you guess wrong on questions 
where answers must be written in by the test taker. 

So, after the “raw score” is calculated, it is converted to the 200-800 point scale by a process that the 
College Board calls “equating.” 

This process takes into account any differences in the level of difficulty from test to test, and what you 
are left with is your final score for the reading or math section. 

The writing section of the SAT is scored a bit more subjectively, since the test makers are looking for 
the overall impression that a student’s essay makes, rather than giving a standardized grade based on 
specific criteria. 

Two readers score the essay on a scale of 1-6 and the two numbers are combined for a final score of 
2-12. 

This score, along with multiple choice aspects of the writing section, is also “equated” to the final 200-
800 point scale. 

 

 


