
February 6th, 2018   
 
Determine the central idea by analyzing the main idea of 
EACH paragraph. 
 
A military chaplain provides spiritual support to military personnel, their 
families, and civilians working with the military. Even though the term 
chaplain  has Christian roots, military chaplains can be from a variety of 
faiths and religious denominations. The motto of the Chaplain Corps is “for 
God and country.” There are approximately 2,900 chaplains on active duty 
today, and they serve as part of the Army, Navy, and Air Force. Navy 
chaplains also provide service for Marines and the Coast Guard. 
 
Army Chaplaincy was officially established by the second Continental 
Congress in 1775, and it is currently the largest and oldest military 
chaplaincy program in the world. Over 25,000 Army chaplains have served in 
36 wars and 242 major combat missions. 

 
 
 
What is the main idea of the paragraphs? Tell me about someone 
you know that is in the military. 
 
 
 
What is the main idea?    The main idea of a paragraph is the  point of the passage, 
minus all the details. 
 
 



February 7th, 2018 
 
Determining central idea using the 5 W’s 
 
Who:  Langston Hughes was one of the most important African American 
writers and thinkers of the Harlem Renaissance. 
When:  The Harlem Renaissance took place in the 1920s and 1930s. 
What:  Hughes's literary works helped shape American literature and politics. 
How:  He promoted equality through his poetry, novels, plays, essays, and 
children's books. 
Why:  Hughes's creativity was influenced by his life in New York City's 
Harlem, a primarily African American neighborhood. 
 
- From Americaslibrary.gov 
 

 
 
What is the central idea of this article? Tell me how the quote in the 
picture relates to you. 
 
 
What is the central idea? The  central idea  of a passage is the message that the 
author is trying to get across to the reader. 


