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Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Hello and welcome to another exciting year for the Goddard Middle School 
Bands. It is important for you to know that all of the Goddard band directors stay 
involved at all levels of the program, while each staff member is coordinator and 
director of his/her building’s activities. You may reach us at the following 
numbers: 
 
Goddard Middle School 794-4230 Mr. Brett Morrison 
Goddard High School 794-4100 Mr. Dane Danielsen 
 
There will be several opportunities for students to participate in fund raising 
activities. For those of you new to the program, each student who raises money 
through a fundraiser will have that money deposited directly into his/her 
instrumental music student account to be used for band expenses (music, repairs, 
trips, etc). These account totals will be accessible to the students and parents 
through the director so that they may keep track of their money. 
In our handbook, you will find policies, procedures, and other important 
 
Information regarding the Goddard Instrumental Music Middle School Program. 
Please take the time to read all of the material, as the success of our program 
depends upon each individual student working toward the same goals. Please sign 
the mutual consent form/conflict form, and the T-Shirt order form (if your child 
needs a shirt), and have your child return these forms to their director by August 
25, 2017 (This is their first assignment). 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact either of us at our schools. 
We are looking forward to another fun and productive year! We exist because of 
YOUR support - THANK YOU! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brett Morrison 
Director of Bands 
Goddard Middle School 
Bmorrison@goddardusd.com 
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Parents, please read this carefully: 
 
The bands take on a major responsibility when representing our school district and the 
community throughout the year. Members will abide by the rules set forth in the 
classroom, during concerts, and at all band related activities. 
 
As your child’s instructors, we want to stress the importance of working as a team. 
This team includes the students, instructors, parents and administration. You can 
make a crucial difference by supporting the efforts of the school staff. This applies not 
just in music, but in all the academic and extracurricular areas as well. Some 
examples of how you can help include: 


Having your student at all performances in a prompt manner. 
Encouraging a daily practice routine of 30-45 minutes (Practice 
reports will be part of the student’s grade). 
Enrolling your student in private lessons (The instrumental music staff 
can recommend good private instructors). 
Attending our performances. 
Reiterating the importance of teamwork, responsibility, commitment, 
self-discipline, and good manners. 
 
We believe all parents want their children to be successful, and we can assure you that 
our goal as instrumental music directors is to help the students be the best they can 
be. Band not only teaches music, but also instills basic life skills to enable each 
student to grow into responsible adults. Additionally, students that graduate from the 
Goddard Instrumental Music Program can expect to receive many college scholarship 
opportunities. Universities and colleges are always anxious to award scholarships or 
stipends to instrumental music students who have a sound fundamental background in 
music and a good work ethic. The work that your child is putting in now will pay off 
in the future. 
 
On the last page of this handbook is a place for both you and your student to sign, 
signifying that you have read and understand the contents of this book and agree to its 
guidelines. New this year, we have the technological capability to automatically send 
out grade reports weekly to any parent that gives us their e-mail address. This will 
help you to stay on top of your student’s progress with very little effort! Please take 
the time to give us your email address, and permission to send the weekly reports to 
you. Your cooperation will result in a truly rewarding experience in instrumental 
music. Thank you in advance for your efforts. We appreciate you!! Again, we are 
ALWAYS available if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact us! 
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Grades 
At Goddard Middle School, the grades will be weighted based on the following four 
elements. 
 
1. At home practice (Practice cards will be required with a parent’s signature) (20%) 
2. Playing tests, daily/weekly rehearsal grades, preparedness for class (30%) 
3. Performances (30%) 
4. Worksheets, homework and written assignments (20%) 
 
During concert preparation, students will be tested based on the available time and 
material that has been covered. All tests and playing exams will be given over 
sections of music that the students have covered in class and should know. 
Absences from performances and rehearsals detract from the overall success of our 
band program. As a member of the band, each individual carries a responsibility for 
the overall sound of the group. If we are missing somebody at a performance or a 
rehearsal, we are not realizing the music to its full potential for that particular 
performance or rehearsal. Therefore, each unexcused absence will result in the 
significant lowering of a student’s grade. Absences due to extreme illness, death in 
the family, etc. are excused. All other absences must be approved by the director in 
advance through the notes section on the last page of this booklet, to be returned by 
the deadline on it. If these are not approved in advance, the director can only 
grant the student half credit at a maximum performance of the make-up work. 

 
Practicing and Practice Cards 
Proper methods of practice and the amount of time spent will be discussed with the 
students and will be reviewed as the year progresses (60 minutes are due each week on 
Monday). It is important to practice every day. Practice cards are due on the first school day 
of each week. In order to receive credit for practice time, parents need to initial in the 
appropriate sections to verify time practiced and material covered, and the cards must be 
totaled.  Also this year the practice card has been completely redesigned to allow parents to 
give more feedback on their student’s progress each week 
 
Good practice habits and routines are essential to the student’s growth and success.  There 
are many ways to motivate and challenge students through the study of music and 
instrument practice that can be life changing, rewarding and inspiring! Have your child 

practice for a certain short amount of time each day, soon it will become a habit. Give your child 

something to look forward to after playing their instrument, for example a dessert after dinner; 
this will motivate your child to play.   
 
All students experience various levels of frustration in studying music and their instrument, 
this is not a reason to worry, but an opportunity to tackle new challenges and use advanced 
problem solving skills to address these often complex challenges.  It is these challenges 
and the working through them that gives the students profound confidence in themselves 
and their abilities as well as an overwhelming sense of pride and accomplishment which will 
allow them to tackle many challenges in life with confidence and enthusiasm. 
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Do not hesitate to consult with Mr Morrison on any difficulties you or your student may 
be facing as they practice their instrument.  Learning an instrument is a team effort involving 
the Student, Parents, Music Store Staff, and the Instrumental Music Staff and many other 
fascinating people that each student will encounter in their study of music in the Goddard 
Music Program!  It is critical that students are constantly encouraged at home to practice 
and improve, not to give up but to try the exercise again and if needed get help from the 
music staff, which are always only an email away!   
 
It is very important for parents to know that the music staff desperately wants every 
student to be as successful on their instrument as they can possibly be.  The music 
staff provides several services to assist with this:   
 
Individual appointments before or after school can be scheduled through email 
Individual lessons can be arranged and a variety of levels high school through professional! 
Individualized study programs can be constructed for each student as needed 
And many many more! 

 
Grading for practice cards 
We expect the seventh grade students to practice a minimum of 70 minutes per 
week.  
 
Please take the time at home to check your students grade on our skyward system 
weekly. 
 

 
How to Practice: 
Select a time of day that will be as free as possible from interruptions and try to use 
that time every day. Choose a place where there will be freedom from distractions. 
Decide at the beginning of each session what specific things you need to work on. 
Isolate troubling passages and work on them slowly at first, and then speeding them 
up to performance tempo. This sort of repetition is one of the best means by which 
we can make progress, but only if the repetition is correct. Do not practice 
mistakes! If there is a question on how a passage should sound, ask Mr. Morrison! 
Also, make sure to use your practice time to get better. We all like practicing the 
music that we can already play well, but it doesn’t help us very much. If you can play 
it on the first attempt, it is too easy. Don’t just play, practice. 

 
Checking Grades: 
Every student is responsible for his or her own grade and is expected to monitor it 
regularly. Students are also expected to keep their parents updated on their 
progress. Parents can check grades on-line through skyward, as well as having a 
weekly email sent to them with their student’s grades by filling out the pertinent part 
of the mutual consent form. Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s director 
should questions arise regarding grades. 

 
 



7 
 

Eligibility: 
Eligibility is monitored by the middle school activities director as mandated by the 
Kansas State High School Activities Association. Students who are failing two or 
more classes at the end of each nine weeks is declared ineligible until the next nineweek 
quarter. While ineligible students may still attend concerts and other school sponsored 
activities, they may not participate in any Pioneer League events. 

 
Music Checkout: 
All students will be issued music and a music folder. If they do not receive a 
particular piece of music, it is their responsibility to ask the director for a copy. 
The students will be held accountable for their own music, and will be charged to 
replace lost or severely damaged music. Individual parts will be $2.00 if they 
can be replaced on an individual basis, otherwise the cost of the entire work 
will be assessed (this can range from $50.00 to $200.00!). Remember, it 
will be much easier, not to mention cheaper, to keep track of our music. 

 
Rehearsal Guidelines/Expectations: 
At Rehearsal: 
 
1. Be in your chair with stand, instrument, music, and pencil. ready to rehearse 2 
minutes after the bell rings. This will allow you ample time to be ready to go. 
2. Check the board for announcements, rehearsal schedule, etc. 
3. Begin each class period by assembling your instrument and arranging your music. 
Do not play until asked to do so. 
4. Come to rehearsals prepared. This will maximize our use of time so that we may 
work on the music as a full ensemble. 
5. If you have problems with a part, ask for help so we can get the problems solved. 
You should first ask your section leader, and then your instructor. 

 
 

Silence:  

 This is a matter of self-discipline, respect, and courtesy.  

 Stop playing and talking when the director is talking.  

 Remain silent as director gives instructions.  

 During rehearsal, stop playing when the drum majors stop.  

 
Classroom Expectations: 

1. Always respect others, the directors, yourself and the instruments. 
2. When entering the room, do not run, yell, or act unruly. General conversation 
will be permitted in a normal tone of voice before rehearsal begins. 
3. Students may not have beverages or food in the band room. This includes gum. 
4. You will not be allowed to handle any instrument that is not your own unless 
given special permission. **If you are not a percussionist you are not allowed to 
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touch or hang around the percussion instruments.** 
5. No one plays until we all play. No warming up alone. 
6. Cease all conversation when the person in charge steps on the podium 
7. Stop playing when the director cuts you off. 
8. Remain silent unless the director asks you to speak. This is a matter of selfdiscipline, 
respect, courtesy and professionalism. 
9. You must take your instrument home each evening. There will be consequences 
to students who do not practice and take their instruments home. It is impossible 
to be the best we can be without individual home practice. 
10. Follow all rules and instructions the first time they are given. 
11. Raise your hand for permission to speak. 
12. Raise your hand for permission to get out of your seat. 
13. No cursing or profanity, EVER! 
14. Do not touch another student with your hands, feet, or any other object. 
15. No personal grooming during class. 
16. All music must have the students name and measure numbers marked in pencil. 
17. All student equipment, including mallets and supplies must be clearly marked 
with the student’s name. 
18. Be ready to mark the parts and books with all of the comments that the instructor 
asks to be marked. 
 
 

General Expectations: 
The successful Goddard middle school band student will... 
Be regular in attendance and account for all absences and tardies. 
Make a genuine effort to learn and improve daily. 
Become responsible for and assume consequences of their actions. 
Be personally neat, clean, and dress appropriately. 
Read and play music with insight and expression. 
**All students are expected to have instruments, music, and a pencil each day. Failure 
to have any of these will result in not being prepared for rehearsal, which will 
negatively impact the student’s grade. ** 
Consequences for not adhering to the expectations: 
Verbal warning (Points taken off of daily grade) 
Conference with the student 
Detention and contacting parents 
Office referral 
*In the event that a student blatantly and/or maliciously causes a classroom disruption, 
the student will immediately be dismissed to the main office for a conference with an 
administrator.* 

 
Band Room Expectations: 
No Gum 
Pick up your trash at the end of rehearsal 
Put instrument in its case and the case in its locker, and music where it belongs at 
the end of the rehearsal 
All music is expected to be kept in a folder, and returned in the condition in which 
it was handed out. 
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Keep lockers clean. 

 
Instrument Storage at School 
All students will be supplied with a band locker. All lockers in the instrumental room must be 
secured with a school issued padlock – no personal locks allowed. Also please note that if a student is 
issued a lock and loses it, they will be responsible for paying $7 to replace it. You might also note that all 
students are responsible for making sure their lockers are secured each day as we are not responsible 
for lost/stolen items.. Students may bring their instruments to their band locker each morning 

after the 7:30 dismissal bell. We encourage all students to take their instruments home to 
practice each night. However, we understand that there will be nights when the students 
have other commitments and will not be able to practice. All students must bring their 
instrument home on weekends and over school holidays. Students should have their names 
on everything that belongs to them including music, folders, cases, sticks, books, flip 
folders, mutes and any other supplies that could be misplaced. The schools and directors 
are not responsible for lost or stolen items. Please make sure you know where everything is 
at all times! 
 

Required Supplies - EVERYBODY: 
 
All Students need the Foudations for Superior Performance band book for their instrument             
(percussion only need mallet book)  
All students must have a pencil for every rehearsal. 
All Students must have an inexpensive metronome. Metronome/tuner combinations can 
save you money as well. It would be ideal if each student could practice at home with a 
metronome and tuner. There are many inexpensive, easily portable models 
from which to choose.  Also there are free phone apps for metronomes and tuners that can 
be installed on smart phones.   
All Students must have a folding music stand at home to practice with. Practicing 
without a music stand develops bad playing habits which can be frustrating to correct. 
Practice playing with good posture and you will be a much better player 

 
Required Supplies - BY SECTION: 
Flutes- Soft cloth and cleaning rod. 
Clarinets and Saxophones- Soft cloth, Swab, at least four reeds #2-3 strength, 
cork grease and mouth-piece brush. 
Brass- Polishing cloth, valve oil, slide oil and grease, mouthpiece brush, snake cleaner 
(trombones), mutes as for which the music calls (metal straight mute required for all 
trumpets). 
Percussion- Drum/Bell kit, pair of Vic Firth “Generals”, hard rubber mallets, 
medium timpani mallets, one pair soft yarn mallets, one pair hard yarn mallets, polyball 
mallets, medium sized stick bag (room to grow). You do not need this all at once, start 
with the stick bag, and general sticks. 
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Recommended Equipment: 
Flute See Mr. Morrison 
Clarinet B-45 mouthpiece, Mitchell Lurie Reeds 
Saxophone Selmer C-Star mouthpiece, La Voz Reeds 
Trumpet Bach 3c mouthpiece every trumpet player should have. 
Trombone Bach 6 ½ AL mouthpiece. A trombone with an F attachment 
is preferable, and will be needed eventually in high school. Ask 
your instructor for recommended models. 
Baritone/Tuba Purchasing your own mouth piece is required. Call Mr. 
Morrison for recommended models. 
Note: Please discuss instrument purchases with your instructor. The better 
instruments we have the better our band program will be, and the happier we 
will all be. 
(These can all be purchased at Senseney Music, 2300 E Lincoln, Wichita, KS. 1-800-362-1060, or any other instrumental 
music store). If you purchase what you need over the phone with Senseney, they will bring it out to your child’s school at no 
charge. 

 

Note to Reed Players: 
Clarinet, saxophone, oboe and bassoon players: Reeds are expensive, so great 
care should be taken in handling and storing them. Make sure you have multiple 
reed holders called reed guards which will securely hold your reeds when you are 
not using them. Each student must always have a minimum of four 
reeds handy at all times. This is considered being prepared for class 
and will be graded as such! 

 
Cleaning the Instruments: 
The instrument mouthpiece should be cleaned weekly. Use a mouthpiece brush 
and warm water. Woodwind players should always swab out their instrument 
after each playing and wipe off finger marks with a soft cloth. Do not use house 
hold cleaners on the instruments as they can be too harsh. Mild dish soap works 
for brass instruments. Wrights silver crème is a wonderful silver polish for silver 
brass instruments. If you have questions about cleaning instruments please ask or 
email us, and we will be happy to give you advice. 

 
Repairs/School Owned Instruments: 
Occasionally, all instruments will need some type of repair or adjustment. If 
there is a problem with an instrument, we recommend taking it to Senseney 
music. They offer prompt repair service at affordable prices. Please make sure, 
when bringing an instrument in to be repaired, that either the repair can furnish a 
loaner instrument, or that there have been arrangements made to get the student 
a loaner instrument so that the student will not miss valuable rehearsal time. 
Anybody using a school-owned instruments will have NORMAL WEAR-AND 
TEAR repairs paid for by the school. Anything outside of normal wear and tear 
will be the responsibility of the student/parent. All instruments must be returned 
in the same condition as they were issued. Mr. Morrison will communicate 
directly to the parent when damage beyond normal wear-and-tear occurs. 
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Private Lessons: 
Band students are encouraged to study private lessons on their instrument. 
Research has indicated repeatedly that the study and daily practice of music has a 
dramatic impact on many areas of learning and growth, not to mention the 
intrinsic joy that it brings to one's life. Therefore, in addition to the band classes 
and performing ensembles that are a part of the Goddard Band experience, 
students are encouraged to seek out and study with one of the many professional 
musicians in our area. Your band instructor will assist in the search for a qualified 
private lesson instructor. This is an excellent way to supplement the work done 
in class and get the most out of band. 
 

Jazz Band 
 
Jazz band will begin in November this year.  With sign-ups being posted after 
thanksgiving.  Jazz ensemble will conclude at the district jazz concert right before spring 
break 
 
Rehearsals are on Monday and Thursday for 7th and 8th grade mornings from 6:45 am 
until 7:20am. Sectionals will be called on as needed basis and will be likely after school 
until the 3:30 bus comes 
 
Jazz band will begin in November this year and end at spring break.  The band will 
perform at the friends jazz fest. 
 
Attendance at rehearsals is critical to the integrity of the ensemble, students 
participating in jazz band must have transportation to school early in the 
morning otherwise they cannot participate. Students who have 3 
unexcused absences from rehearsals can be removed from the band and 
have their place filled by an alternate. 
 
Jazz band will perform on the two spring concerts, and we will also perform at local jazz 
festival. 

 
Correct Uniform 
Marching Band Blue jeans, band shirt, white socks and shoes (band shirts are $10.00 
and are ordered through the band department on the form in this handbook) 
 
Concert Band: Gentleman will wear a white button down shirt, black bow tie, black 
pants, black socks, and black shoes. Bowties may be purchased anywhere, including 
the internet. Locally, they can be found at Hobby Lobby, and many specialty men’s 
stores. Online, check            www.uniformalwearhouse.com. 
Ladies will wear a white shirt with sleeves (no overlays, vests or extra colors), black 
pants (preferred), black socks, and black shoes.  Everybody must wear nice shoes!!! 
No flip flops! 

 

http://www.uniformalwearhouse.com/
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Lettering: 
Unlike sports, everybody who participates in band gets a grade, not everybody letters. Letters are 
reserved for those students who go above and beyond expectations by completing appropriate tasks 
and assignments, and always being on time with respect to due dates. No lettering forms will be 
accepted after the published due date. Please fill these forms out throughout the year to keep track 
of your progress 
 
This year, to facilitate the lettering process, and remove any ambiguities, we have included a copy 
of the lettering form which will be filled out below (The student will receive their official copy in 
April). You must earn a total of ten (10) points to letter. If you have any questions, see 
Mr.Morrison. You will only be reminded of this one time in April. 

 
GODDARD MIDDLE SCHOOL INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
LETTERING DOCUMENTATION 
 
STUDENT NAME ____________________________________________ 
INSTRUMENT_______________________________________________ 
GRADE____________________ 
TOTAL POINTS ACQUIRED_________________ (10 points needed) 
 
SUMMER CAMP OR LESSONS  ________(2pts) 
 
PIONEER LEAGUE HONOR BAND/ORCHESTRA (3 points) 
 
PIONEER LEAGUE INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC FESTIVAL (Points Vary) 
**3 points for a “I” rating, 2 points for a “II” rating, 0 points for a “III” or lower rating. 
Large Ensemble Points: ___ 
Small Ensemble Points: ___ 
Solo: Points: ___ 
 
WORLDS OF FUN MUSIC FESTIVAL________ 
**3 points for a “I” rating, 2 points for a “II” rating, 0 points for a “III” or lower rating. 
 
JAZZ BAND (3 points) __________________ 
 
PRIVATE LESSONS (3 POINTS) _______________ 
**Students must have a note from the instructor verifying their instruction, lesson time, how long 
they’ve been taking lessons, etc. 
Name of Teacher:__________________________________________ 
 
EXTRA ACTIVITIES (Total)_______________ 
**Activities include University or other type concerts (with reflection papers), service projects, etc. Do not rely 
on these, check with your director first! 
**Points awarded based on activity. Speak with your director if you have questions. 
Activity #1 ____________________________________ 
Activity #2 ____________________________________ 
Activity #3 ____________________________________ 

 
General Upkeep Information 
Students will be taught in class the proper methods of instrument care and 
maintenance, and are expected to follow these guidelines at all times regardless 
of whether the instrument is school-owned or personally-owned. Maintaining an 
instrument in proper working order is essential to success in band. Students 
should report any instrument defects to the director, who will advise the proper 
course of action for repair. 
 
Students using school-owned instruments must take special care to ensure that 
the instrument is maintained properly and is not damaged due to negligence. 
Damage, loss, or theft of school-owned instruments must be reported to the 
band director immediately. Repeated negligence of a school-owned instrument 
by a student may result in loss of use of the instrument. The student who is 
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using a school-owned instrument is responsible for any repairs that do not fall 
under the category of “standard use.” 

 
You Must ALWAYS Have Your Instrument! 
The only acceptable excuse for a student not bringing his or her instrument to 
class is due to the instrument being unplayable. In this case, it is the 
responsibility of the student to communicate to the parents that the instrument 
needs to be repaired. Further, it is the responsibility of the parents to make 
reasonable effort to take the instrument to a shop for repair as soon as possible. 
 
The student may be temporarily issued a school-owned instrument to use 
provided that one is available. If not, an alternative assignment will be given to 
the student during class. Points will not be deducted from the student's 
 
Participation Grade provided that the assignment is completed as instructed. 
The student is then responsible for completing - to the best of his or her ability - 
additional practice time outside of class to catch up for time missed. 
 
Points will not be deducted from the student's preparation grade provided that 
the student brings to the director a receipt from the repair shop or a note from 
their parents indicating the dates that the instrument was in the shop. Allowance 
will be made to accommodate time for parents to deliver and collect the 
instrument from the shop, since it is not always possible to do so immediately. 
 
GMS Colorguard 
 
The GMS Colorguard posts sign-ups during open house and continues signups in the 
band room through the first week of school.   Practices begin on Tuesday and Thursday 
after school till 3:30 the second week of school.  Students do not have to be in band to 
participate so in a band student has a friend that would like to be on the guard they are 
welcome to sign up.   
 
Colorguard performs at the mass band night, fall fest parade and the pops concert in 
February as a warm-up to ghs recruiting season! 
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Middle School Band Calendar 
 

* All students will be sent home with an information sheet prior to each required event 
with 
specific information for that event (dress, report time, etc.) 
 
*This list may be amended at any time by the director, and any amendments will be 
communicated both with a note sent home with the student and through email with the 
parent. 
 
Booster Meetings are held in the GHS Instrumental music room on the last Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30.  Parents are strongly encouraged to lend their talents and abilities 
in helping with all kinds of events and activities!  Lend a Hand 
 

2017-2018  GMS Band Dates and Supplies 

GMS Band  Calendar: 

 

8/25  Handbook forms due 

9/22             Mass Band Night.   

10/7         Fall Fest Parade 

11/11       Pioneer League Honor Band  at Haysville,  (Students are nominated for 
this event, only select students participate) 

12/5       GMS Holiday Extravaganza  

2/16         Friends Jazz Festival 

2/26         Prefestival Concert   

3/14        Pioneer League Festival   (Hosted by GMS) 

5/1         Mass Band Night 

5/5         World’s of Fun 

 
(if a date is changed you will be notified immediately via skyward, also concert updates 
will be sent home via skyward for every performance) 
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BAND T-SHIRT ORDER FORM 
TO BE RETURNED TO DIRECTOR 
NAME: _____________________________________ 
PHONE #: __________________________________ 
Student T-Shirt Size and Quantity (Sizes are adult, and all 
shirts are $10.00): 
 
____ S ____ M 
____ L ____ XL 
____ XXL ____ XXXL 
 
Total $ Owed: ___________ 
Please Make Checks Payable to “GMS Band” 
 

 

 
 
Mutual Consent Form - 
To Be Returned to Director by AUGUST 25, 2017 
We, the parents and band students have reviewed the Goddard Middle 
School Band Handbook and agree to comply with its guidelines. 
Student Signature: _________________________________________ 
Parent/guardian Signature: ___________________________________ 
Parent E-Mail(s): ___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
Questions/Comments for your child’s instructor including notes on conflicts. 
If there are no notes here, it is assumed that your child will be at all band 
events, except in the case of illness, family death, etc. (Please refer to page five 
of this handbook for policy clarification. ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 


