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LIBRARY MATERIALS SELECTION AND ADOPTION

The Board endorses the School Library Guidelines, as adopted by the South Dakota State
Library, which asserts that the responsibility of the school library is to:

Enhance Learning and Teaching
● Aligns with the goals, objectives and overall mission of the school and district
● Supports, promotes and participates in collaboration, differentiation, and integration

across all content areas in the library and in the classroom
● Promotes reading as a fundamental to all academic and personal learning.
● Provides learners with a current, relevant, diverse, and organized collection of

physical and virtual resources for the purposes of academic and personal inquiry
● Provides collaborative instruction in multiple literacies such as information literacy,

media literacy, visual literacy, and technology literacy.
● Promotes and sponsors special events and programs that celebrate and encourage

the arts, literacy, and learning.
● Participates in learner assessments designed to gather process and product data.
● Utilizes technology as a tool for learning and teaching.
● Aligns all instruction and resources with local curriculum, state content standards,

and national initiatives.

Enhances the Learning Environment

● Provides space for a variety of activities, including individual learning activities, small
group collaborative work, large group instruction, and special events and
programming.

● Provides flexible and equitable access throughout the school day, including before
and after school hours.

● Provides access to current technology for all learners.
● Provides an inviting and secure atmosphere, including furnishings and storage,

which are age appropriate and comfortable.
● Provides both a physical and a virtual collection of resources which is adequate in

size and scope to meet the curricular and personal needs and interests of all
learners.

● Maintained by an annual budget which supports the mission and allows for stability
and growth.

● Provides a welcoming environment with staff who are trained to instruct, guide, and
support learners.

Selection Considerations

● Provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into
consideration the varied interests, abilities, and maturity levels of the students
served.
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● Provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary
appreciation, aesthetic values, and ethical standards.

● Provide a background of information that will enable students to make intelligent
judgments in their daily lives.

● Provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that young citizens
may develop under guidance the practice of critical reading and thinking.

● Provide materials representative of the many religious, ethnic, and cultural groups
and their contributions to our American heritage.

● Place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the selection
of materials of the highest quality in order to assure a comprehensive collection
appropriate for the users of the library.

Initial purchase suggestions for library materials may come from all personnel--teachers,
coordinators, administrators.  Students will also be encouraged to make suggestions.  The
librarian will be responsible for evaluation and recommendation of all library materials
recommended to be included in the school library.  Final approval and authority for
distribution of funds will rest with the building Principal, subject to the approval of the
Superintendent and in keeping with the Board-approved budget.

Gifts of library books will be accepted in keeping with the above policy on selection.
Complaints about library books will be handled in line with Board policy on complaints
about instructional materials.
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