
 

  

 
 

Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services 
 
As part of the American Rescue Plan (ARP), Congress required all school districts to post a plan to the district 
website within 30 days from the date when the State received the grant award for ESSER III.  This document, 
from Abilene Public Schools, USD #435, is designed to meet ARP stipulations.  
 
Please go to https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-08359/p-85 to view the United States Department of Education 
guide regarding the issuance of ESSER financial support.    
 
Abilene Public Schools is committed to the safety and welfare of our students and staff.  During the “Year of 
COVID (March 2020 to May 2021) the Board of Education regularly reviewed community health data, information 
from the county health department and the educational needs of the system.  Balancing these considerations 
was challenging and the leadership of the district understood not everyone agreed with decisions that were 
made.  There are still opposing opinions regarding Coronavirus mitigation.  This document will address the 
required considerations while outlining how Abilene Schools will continue to monitor public health and respond 
to recommendations or possible orders from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment as well as the 
Dickinson County Health Department. 
 
A) The Universal and Correct Wearing of Masks 

The Governor of State of Kansas announced on May 13, 2021, “Effective immediately, Kansas will adopt 
the CDC’s latest guidance that fully-vaccinated Kansans are no longer required to wear masks indoors or 
outdoors or physically distance, except in circumstances such as those required by businesses, public 
transportation, or health care facilities. Should fully-vaccinated Kansans feel more comfortable wearing a 
mask, they are welcome to continue doing so.”   
 
The school system will not require masks to be worn at school this coming fall.  The school board 
understands this is not strictly following the CDC guidelines, but the school system will not require students, 
staff or visitors to prove they have been vaccinated.  
 

B) Modifying Facilities to Allow for Physical Distancing 
The school district will encourage teachers to set up their rooms to promote social distancing where possible.  
Teachers who have not been vaccinated should work to maintain six feet of distance between themselves 
and their students to lessen the possible quarantine for the teacher. 
 
Although not mandated by the administration, many elementary school classroom students will be placed 
into cohorts by virtue of typical instructional models.   
 
 

 



 
C) Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette 

Students will be encouraged at all grade levels to wash their hands before eating and after they use the 
restroom.  Students, staff, and visitors will be encouraged to use hand sanitizing stations which will continue 
to be placed in strategic locations throughout each school building.  
 
Students will be taught to properly cover their cough and/or sneezing with their elbow or back of their hand.  
 

D) Cleaning and Maintaining Healthy Facilities, Including Improving Ventilation 
Custodial staff will continue to be vigilant about cleaning rooms and other school spaces with disinfecting 
products known to effectively kill the COVID-19 virus on surfaces.   Teachers may also continue to ensure 
desks, tables and seats are disinfected prior to being used by other students. 
 
Abilene USD #435 has consulted with Trane professionals to analyze and modify the district’s HVAC 
systems to promote recommended air quality standards.   

 
E) Contract Tracing in Combination with Isolation and Quarantine 

The Dickinson County Health Department discontinued contacting patrons who were found to be close 
contacts of an individual identified as testing positive for COVID-19.  The Kansas State Department of Health 
and Environment does, however, continues to make these phone calls.  The Abilene Public School nurses 
will follow the lead of the Dickinson County Health Department and leave quarantine calls to the State of 
Kansas.  

 
F) Diagnostic and Screening Testing 

Unless ordered by the Dickinson County Health Department and/or the State of Kansas, Abilene USD will 
not become involved in diagnostic and screening efforts at school.  Students and families are encouraged 
to contact their personal health providers if they believe it is needed.  

 
G) Efforts to Provide Vaccinations to School Communities 

Abilene Schools was very involved in encouraging the adults who work in our system to get vaccinated 
during this past spring.  Leadership in the district does not believe there is a continued need to further 
encourage vaccinations.  We will support community-based efforts with general information from the 
Dickinson County Health Department as it becomes available.  

 
H) Appropriate Accommodations for Children with Disabilities with Respect to Health and Safety 

Policies 
Abilene USD #435 has been and will continue to be diligent with efforts to protect children with disabilities 
from possible catastrophic consequences due to the contracting of COVID-19.  Remote learning for grades 
K-6 will be made available for students if outlined in their individual educational plan or 504.  Students in 
grades 7-12 may enroll in the USD #435 Virtual School. 

 
I) Coordination with State and Local Officials 

Abilene USD #435 has maintained close contact with the Dickinson County Health Officer.  Each of the 
considerations outlined on this document will be modified if the community and/or state health indicators 
warrant a prudent response to more restrictive mitigation efforts.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

  

J) Environmental Impact and Historical Site Certifications 
As mentioned earlier, Abilene Public Schools has solicited assistance from Trane HVAC engineers to 
evaluate the need for upgrading equipment.  The district will work to ensure the highest standards of air 
quality in our learning spaces.  The consultants will also ensure historical site certifications will not be 
compromised.  

 
Part II:  How will Abilene Schools, USD #435 ensure continuity of services? 
 

A) Services to Address Students’ Academic Needs: 
• Abilene USD #435 established the first one-month long summer school program the district has 

had in recent years for elementary school students in June of 2021.  We know through our 
FastBridge universal screener tool that many of our young people are not currently performing at 
grade-level academically.  We believe this program will assist our efforts to provide COVID-19 
academic recovery. 

• Abilene USD #435 will continue an after-school program this coming fall and maintain this 
program for no less than the next five years. 

• Abilene USD #435 is committed to providing our teachers and school leaders with the support 
and professional learning to implement a highly effective Multi-Tiered System of Supports.   

B) Students’ and Staff Social, Emotional and Mental Health: 
• The Abilene Public School System will continue to support the partnership the district has with 

Central Kansas Mental Health Center where therapists and mental health case workers have 
direct contact with students during the school day.  

• Emotional and mental health needs for staff will be monitored via periodic surveys initiated by 
building administrators.  Principals and district administrators will also initiate in person visits to 
classrooms on a regular basis to check on the well-being of teachers and other staff members.   

C) Other Student Health and Food Services: 
• Abilene USD #435 has successfully hired a third school nurse to begin working with the two 

nurses who worked for our system throughout the entire pandemic challenge.  We believe her 
presence will provide additional opportunities to review the health needs of our students and 
perhaps some of our staff as well. 

• Abilene USD #435 entered our first contract year with OPAA Food Management at the start of 
2020-2021.  Although we believe OPAA did a great job addressing the challenges of COVID-19 
during this past school year, we believe they will truly flourish in their efforts to provide quality 
lunches, breakfasts, and after-school snacks for our students as we enter 2021-2022!  OPAA is 
currently providing and will continue to provide a quality summer food program for children during 
the summer months.   

 
Public Input:  As has been the case throughout the pandemic, patrons are encouraged to express concerns or 
request clarification for any portion of the school district’s efforts to provide a safe and secure environment by 
calling Superintendent Greg Brown at 785-263-2630 or emailing him at gbrown@abileneschools.org. 

 
This document will be re-evaluated on or before December 22, 2021. 

 
 
 
 


