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       Olney ISD 2021-2022 Health and Operational Q & A 

Updated 8-20-2021 

 What are the required actions for reporting if individuals with test-confirmed cases of COVID-19 

have been in a school?   

Per TEA Public Health Guidance dated August 5, 2021: 

1. If an individual who has been in a school is test-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school must notify its 

local health department, in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations, 

including confidentiality requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 

2. Upon receipt of information that any teacher, staff member, student or visitor at a school is test-confirmed 

to have COVID-19, the school must submit a report to the Texas Department of State Health Services 

via an online form.  The report must be submitted each Monday for the prior seven days (Monday-

Sunday). 

 

 Will schools notify parents if individuals with test-confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been in school? 

TEA has removed all notification requirements except for those listed in their public health guidance, posted on 

the TEA website. 

 

 Will the district offer a remote option for my student? 

No.  Olney ISD’s remote learning option will no longer be available for the 2021-2022 school year in lieu of the 

expiration of the Governor’s disaster declaration. 

 

 Will there continue to be contact tracing and quarantine requirements? 

Contact tracing is technically the responsibility of the health department but our district staff will continue to aid 

local health care providers with contact tracing.  While it is not a requirement, Olney ISD will notify parents and 

guardians of students who may have been in close contact. Olney ISD does not have the authority to quarantine.  

This decision is made by parents in conjunction with the recommendations received from the health department 

or a professional health care provider. 
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 What should I do if my child is sick or tests positive for COVID-19? 

School systems must exclude students from attending school in person who are actively sick with COVID-19 or 

who have received a positive test result for COVID-19.  Parents must ensure they do not send a child to school 

on campus if the child has COVID-19 symptoms or is test-confirmed with COVID-19, until the conditions for 

re-entry are met. 

 

 Will my child’s absence be excused? 
Parents must provide the school with documentation from the health department or their physician in order for 

the absence to be excused. 

 

 What should I do if my child is a close contact to a positive case? 

Parents of students identified as a close contact of an individual with COVID-19 may opt to keep their students 

at home during the recommended stay-at-home period. Keeping a close contact child at home is entirely at the 

discretion of the parents or guardians. While a discretionary decision, Olney ISD strongly encourages parents 

to follow the recommendations of their health care provider. Based on the CDC guidelines, individuals who are 

vaccinated are not considered close contacts. 

 

 Will face masks be optional or required for the 2021-2022 school year? 

Per Executive Order GA-38, school systems cannot require students or staff to wear a mask. A State Supreme 

Court order temporarily allows a school district to require face coverings. At this time face masks are optional 

for any Olney ISD student or staff member. 

 

 Will social distancing be required? 

No.  Social distancing is encouraged, where applicable, but not required.  Olney ISD has committed to smaller 

class sizes that allow for the general distancing of students to the greatest extent possible. 

 

 Will hand sanitizing and cleaning protocols still be in place this year? 

Yes.  We will continue to allow time in the school day for handwashing and will continue to provide direction 

on appropriate respiratory etiquette and hand sanitizing.  Desks and surfaces regularly touched by students will 

be cleaned on a regular basis.  Additionally, hand sanitizer will be available, with required usage for students, at 

all campuses. 
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 Will visitors be allowed on campus this year? 

Discretionary visits to Olney ISD facilities during the regular school day will be limited until further notice.  

Visitors are encouraged to call ahead and make an appointment if a meeting is necessary.  Procedures will be 

intermittently reviewed. 

 

 Does my student need to bring a water bottle to school? 

Yes.  Students will be allowed to use water fountains and campus hydration stations to fill personal water bottles. 

 

 How will the campus monitor students for COVID-19 symptoms? 

For any illness, we encourage our parents to monitor their students for any illness related symptoms.  We 

encourage all of our students to receive medical attention as needed.  Should students exhibit symptoms while 

at school, they will be monitored by the school nurse.  As with any illness, the school may require parents to 

pick students up if they are exhibiting the following symptoms: fever, nausea, diarrhea, vomiting. 

 

 Will students be able to participate in extracurricular activities and take field trips this coming year? 

Yes.  Olney ISD will be working hard to ensure that students maximize their time in the classroom and are able 

to participate in all activities. 
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