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ATHLETIC POLICY

ELIGIBILITY
To be eligible for athletics, students must meet all standards set forth by the Texas Education
Agency, UIL, local board policies, and athletic policies.

CONDUCT
The same rules of conduct, dress, language, and respect that apply from the student handbook in
a regular classroom setting will apply to the athletic setting.  Athletes are also held responsible
for any additional rules of conduct established by the athletic department to maintain order and
safety.  Failure to comply may result in corporal punishment, conditional suspension, or
permanent suspension from the program depending on the severity of the case and the
circumstances surrounding it.

QUITTING
Quitting is an intolerable habit to acquire.  A quitter may lose the privilege of participating in
athletics.  An athlete may quit a sport and remain in the program if that athlete quits the sport
before a cut off date.  Obviously extenuating circumstances will be dealt with separately.  Each
head coach will set a date for an athlete to decide if a particular sport is for him or her.  This date
must be approved by the Athletic Director. The athlete may leave that sport and go to another
sport if they do so before the cut off date.  If they quit after the cut off date they are put on
permanent suspension and will not be allowed to participate in any sport until that sport comes
around the following year.

EQUIPMENT
The athlete will utilize the best possible equipment. Once the athlete has been issued equipment,
it becomes his or her responsibility.  Loss of equipment becomes the athlete’s financial
obligation.  Theft of equipment from the school, from a teammate, or from a coach will be dealt
with in a severe manner, possibly leading to the expulsion from the program.  Dress should be
very professional both in uniform and out.  Everyone will wear his or her uniform in the same
manner, no one will dress differently.

TRAINING RULES
The use of alcohol, tobacco, vaping products and dangerous or illegal drugs is not acceptable.
Participation in activities that may be harmful or high risk to injury will be dealt with by
communicating with the athlete and his or her parents. Non school sports that interfere with UIL
sports must go through the AD.  Each case will be decided on its merits.  The coach of his or her
team when deemed necessary to maintain safety and fitness may set a curfew.  An athlete in
violation of training rules during the regular school year is subject to punishment.



ALCOHOL/VAPING POLICY
1st Offense – Suspension from all competition for 7 calendar days
2nd Offense – Suspension from all competition for 14 calendar days
3rd Offense – Suspension from all athletic competition for one calendar year

This policy carries over from sport to sport and into the next season in which that athlete will be
competing.

The policy is in effect by
1. Issuance of a citation by law enforcement agencies.
2. Caught at school or school function by the Principal or Teacher/Coach
3. Athlete’s self-confession.

DRUG TESTING
We will follow the Olney ISD Drug Testing Policy set forth in the district manual.

CONFLICTS
While a broad range of experiences is beneficial, the athlete that attempts to participate in several
extra-curricular activities will undoubtedly be in a position of conflict in obligations.  When such
conflicts arise, the sponsors of such activities will get together to find a workable solution so that
the student does not feel in the middle.  If a solution cannot be arrived at, the principal will have
to make a decision based on the following: 1. The event that ranks the highest will be the event
in which the athlete competes in.  2.  The relative contribution the student can make.  3. How
long the event has been scheduled.  4. Talking with the parents.

Once the decision has been made and the student has followed that decision the sponsor or coach
will not penalize him or her in any way.

SUSPENDED/EXPELLED STUDENT ATHLETES
Athletes that have been expelled or placed on in-school suspension may not participate or play in
a game during the time in which he or she has been disciplined by the principal in the above
manner.  Discipline according to this guide may also apply.

STUDENT ATHLETES INDICTED BY GRAND JURY
Athletes that have been indicted by a grand jury will be suspended from competition after
receiving the indictment until the charges are dropped against the athlete.  The rule will be
consistent with the Texas High School Coaches Association Code of Ethics.



DISCIPLINARY GUIDELINES
Discipline may come in three different forms. Corporal punishment in one to three swats with
a board witnessed in the principal’s office or coach’s office, or reasonable physical exertion
relative to physical conditioning. Conditional suspension is suspension in which the athlete
remains in the athletic program but does not participate in competitive events or games
representing the school against other schools.  The athlete will work out and participate in all
other aspects.  The suspension may range from one day to one year depending on the severity of
the case and circumstances surrounding it. Permanent suspension is suspension in which the
athlete is dismissed from the program.  The only way he or she may return is by invitation of the
coaching staff at which time he or she may have a clean slate.  Readmittance to the program is
not likely but in a few cases it may be warranted when a whole new attitude change is evident.
Any head coach may suspend an athlete from the sport he or she is coaching.  Only the Athletic
Director may suspend an athlete from the total program. It is the responsibility of the Athletic
Director to see that discipline is consistent and that each case is handled with equal consideration
based on similar cases.  The Athletic Director has the right to alter punishment when he or she
feels that prior punishment was too strict or not strict enough to be effective.

ABSENCES
Any athlete that misses practice will be expected to make up that workout or conditioning in lieu
of the workout, except for participation in another school event or activity.  Should a consistent
pattern of missed practices occur permanent suspension is inevitable.  An athlete that missed a
competitive event for reasons other than illness, family crisis, or school activities or school
conflict is subject to conditional suspension.  Each coach can decide the amount of additional
work for absences. Any absence on game day must be approved by the building principal
prior to competition.

TRAVEL
All athletes are expected to ride the bus to all games except in special cases that are cleared by
the head coach.  Students are encouraged to ride the bus home. Students may be released to
their parents or legal guardian only.  All others released have to be handled prior to the
contest by the Principal or Athletic Director.

GROOMING AND DRESS
We will follow the dress code that is in the student handbook.  Athletes will be required to follow
other rules that are not in the handbook.  Athletes must be clean-shaven.  Athletes will not be
allowed to practice or participate with earrings, watches or other kinds of jewelry that might
cause harm to teammates or opponents. Athletes will not be allowed to wear bandannas or other
headgear not appropriate to their sport.  Tattoos and other body markings will be covered.  Hair
that is a distraction to athletics or calls attention to a specific athlete will not be tolerated.



CELL PHONE USE IN LOCKER ROOMS
Under no circumstances can a person use a camera, video recorder, cell phone, or other recording
device to capture, record, or transfer a representation of a nude or partially nude person in the
locker room. Anyone who violates this policy shall be subject to school disciplinary action
and/or penalties under state law. The building principal will be notified and shall be responsible
for enforcing this policy.

LETTER REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH SPORT IS AS FOLLOWS
1. Football - athlete must compete in a minimum of 5 varsity games.
2. Basketball/Volleyball- athlete must compete in a minimum of 15 varsity games.
3. Cross Country - athlete must compete in a minimum of 2 regular varsity meets and point

at the varsity meet.
4. Powerlifting - athlete must compete in a minimum of 3 meets and complete all lifts in at

least 2.
5. Track - athlete must compete in a minimum of 2 varsity meets and point at the district

meet.
6. Golf - athlete must compete in a minimum of 2 regular varsity tournaments and the

district tournament as a varsity member.
7. Baseball/Softball - athlete must compete in a minimum of 10 varsity games. If no JV

team is fielded due to lack of numbers, athletes must compete in a minimum of 30
innings.

All final decisions concerning athletic letters will fall under the discretion of the coach of the
sport and the athletic director.

LETTER JACKET POLICY
Students participating in High School activities that qualify for a letter may receive a school
letter jacket if they meet the following requirements:

1. Must have participated in that activity for 2 years of high school.
2. Must meet all the requirements for lettering in that activity.
3. Must be in good standing as a participant of that activity.
4. Must be recommended for a school letter jacket by the sponsor of that activity.
5. Those students that are seniors and were encouraged by the sponsor to participate in that

activity may receive a school letter jacket if the student meets all the requirements for
lettering in that activity.

Note: The school will purchase one jacket and letter for the student. All additional patches or
decorations for the jacket will be the responsibility of the individual student.


