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September 3, 2019 
 
Los Angeles County Office of Education 
Charter Schools Office VIA EMAIL 
 
Dear Mr. Ciccarelli; 
 
The purpose of this letter is to respond to the Charter Schools Office’s Notice of Concern 
dated August 27, 2019. The notice had two parts.  This letter is intended to respond only 
to part one. The response to the second part is forthcoming. 
 
Regarding the student fees issue, you should be well aware that this issue was discussed 
with NVMI’s board in a public meeting, and the matter was resolved as previously 
discussed with your office. Our 2019-2020 handbook was revised over the summer, and 
the two merits you noted were modified to remove the areas of concern. Both the printed 
and online versions of the handbook reflect the modification. While it is true the Spanish 
translation of the handbook posted online has not been updated to the 2019-2020 edition 
(with those changes), the English version posted online clearly shows we made the 
requested changes. That English edition is posted at 
http://www.novamil.org/content/parentcadet-handbook and as of today, we have removed 
the outdated Spanish translation until that massive project can be completed.  
 
NVMI considers this portion of your Notice resolved. A copy of the original NOC and 
this response are being provided to our Governing Board, emailed to our entire school 
community, and posted to our website. Given our frequent communications with one 
another, I fail to understand why you elected not to pick up the telephone and call me to 
ask about the status of this matter, given that the Charter Schools Office has the audio 
recording of our board meeting that documented NVMI had agreed to remove the merits 
in question.  In the future, I would appreciate a collegial spirit from the Charter Schools 
Office, in place of fear-inducing Notices based on incorrect facts.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mark P. Ryan, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
 


