
North Valley Military Institute Board Policy

High School Graduation Requirements

The Governing Board desires to prepare all students to successfully complete the high school
course of study and obtain a diploma that represents their educational achievement and increases
their opportunities for postsecondary education and employment. It is the intention of the NVMI
Governing Board that all NVMI graduates will meet or exceed the California State
University/University of California “A-G” admission requirements.

Course Requirements

To obtain a high school diploma, students shall complete the following courses in grades 9-12,
except for students who are exempted from certain course requirements as identified below. Each
course shall be one year unless otherwise specified. Ten units of credit shall be granted for the
successful completion of a year’s study of a particular course:

1. Four courses in English, approved “a-g” courses..

2. Three courses in “a-g” approved mathematics, including Algebra 1, Geometry, and
Algebra 2

Completion of Algebra 1 coursework prior to grade 9 shall satisfy the Algebra I requirement, but
shall not exempt a student from the requirement to complete three mathematics courses in grades
9-12.

Students may be awarded up to one mathematics course credit for successful completion of an
approved computer science course that is classified as a "category c" course based on the "a-g"
course requirements for college admission.

3. Two courses in “a-g approved” science, including biological and physical sciences.
Courses must include laboratory experiences which account for no less than 20% of the course
content.

4. Three courses in social studies, including United States history and geography; world
history, culture, and geography; a one-semester course in American government and civics; and a
one-semester course in economics.

5. Two “a-g approved” courses in a language other than English.

6. Four courses in physical education, which includes active participation in intramural
athletics during all four courses.



7. Four courses in military science. At NVMI such courses will be known as Leaders of
Character and/or JROTC Leadership Education and Training (LET).

8. One course in visual or performing arts.

9. Elective courses sufficient to equal or surpass the minimum of 260 credits.

10. Participation in two full seasons of interscholastic athletics or other interscholastic teams.
Such teams may include band, drill team, color guard, Raider, orienteering, archery, air rifle,
marksmanship, Academic Decathlon, or other interscholastic program approved by the
Superintendent.

11. Successful completion of the Indoor Obstacle Course Test (IOCT) in five minutes or less.

12. No more than two unexcused absences in any school year.

13. Successful attainment of the rank of Cadet Staff Sergeant or higher.

Diploma Content

The NVMI high school diploma shall include the phrase that the named graduate “has
successfully completed the academic, leadership, citizenship, and athletic requirements
established by the Academy’s Board of Trustees and is therefore awarded this diploma.”
Diplomas shall be signed by the President/Chairperson of the NVMI Board of Trustees and
Superintendent.

Exemptions from Graduation Requirements

Students with disabilities who have IEPs or 504 Plans may have NVMI requirements that are in
addition to the state minimum graduation requirements waived if the IEP or 504 team conclude
that the waiver is necessary and appropriate given the student’s disability(ies) because the
accommodations and/or modifications provided by NVMI are inadequate to support the student
in achieving the full slate of NVMI graduation requirements. When such an exemption is
granted, the diploma verbiage shall be changed to read that the named graduate “has successfully
completed the minimum academic requirements established by the California State Board of
Education and is therefore awarded this high school diploma.” It is the intention of the NVMI
Governing Board that such waivers be granted only in the most exceptional circumstances, and
that the Superintendent and NVMI staff provide necessary intensive supports, accommodations,
and modifications to substantially mitigate the need for such exemptions.

Education Code 51225.1 requires NVMI to exempt from any NVMI--adopted graduation
requirements that are in addition to the state requirements specified in Education Code 51225.3 a
foster youth, homeless student, former juvenile court school student, child of a military family, or
migrant student who transfers into NVMI any time after completing the second year of high
school, or an immigrant student who is in the third or fourth year of high school and is



participating in a newcomer program (i.e., a program designed to meet the academic and
transitional needs of newly arrived immigrant students that has as a primary objective the
development of English language proficiency). This exemption does not apply if the
Superintendent or designee makes a finding that the student is reasonably able to complete the
requirements in time to graduate by the end of the fourth year of high school.

Pursuant to Education Code 51225.1, within 30 calendar days of the transfer of a foster youth,
homeless student, former juvenile court school student, child of a military family, or migrant
student, or within 30 days of a student beginning participation in a newcomer program, NVMI is
required to provide notice to the student, the person holding the right to make education
decisions for the student, and the student's social worker or probation officer of the availability of
the exemption and whether the student qualifies for it. If NVMI fails to provide that notification,
the student will be eligible for the exemption once notified, even if the notification is received
after the termination of the court's jurisdiction over the foster youth or former juvenile court
school student, after the homeless student ceases to be homeless, or after the student no longer
meets the definition of a child of a military family, a migrant student, or a student participating in
a newcomer program, as applicable.

The Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee shall exempt or waive specific course
requirements for foster youth, homeless students, children of military families, or students in
grades 11 or 12 during the 2020-2021 school year who are not on track to graduate in four years
from all coursework and requirements adopted by the Board that are in addition to statewide
coursework requirements, in accordance with Education Code 51225, 51225.1, 51225.3, and
49701.

Students enrolled in grades 11 or 12 during the 2020-2021 school year who are not on track to
graduate in the 2020-2021 or 2021-2022 school year shall be provided with the opportunity to
complete the graduation requirements through a fifth year of high school instruction, credit
recovery options, or other opportunities that allow for the completion of statewide minimum
coursework.  (Education Code 51225, 51225.3). NVMI’s Superintendent may waive any
requirements in addition to the statewide minimum requirements for any such students enrolled
in grades 11 or 12 during the 2020-2021 school year, if the Superintendent determines that the
pandemic adversely impacted the student’s ability to complete the additional requirements.

Retroactive Diplomas

Any student who completed grade 12 in the 2003-04 through 2014-15 school year and met all
applicable graduation requirements other than the passage of the high school exit examination
shall be granted a high school diploma.  (Education Code 51413)

Honorary Diplomas

The Board may grant an honorary high school diploma to a student who is terminally ill:
(Education Code 51225.5). The honorary diploma shall be clearly distinguishable from the
regular diploma of graduation awarded by NVMI.


