
Mass casualty exercise preps cadets for real-world scenarios

Cadets with FIRE, MEDIC and MP units extract a simulated injured patient aboard Fort Irwin during a mass casualty exercise.
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FORT IRWIN - Cadets with the North Valley Military Institute (NVMI) participated in a
mass casualty exercise here to test their newly-acquired skills learned during their
10-day summer camp. The exercise involved Fire, Medic and Military Police (MP) Units
responding to a simulated aircraft crash, as well as a vehicle collision, with injured
patients requiring extraction and medical assistance.

Cadets with the Basic Non-Commissioned Officer Course (BNCOC) played a role as the
simulated victims of the incident, complete with realistic-looking injuries for Medic
cadets to treat and triage. MP cadets assisted by cordoning off the area and preserving
evidence, and Fire cadets teamed up to extinguish controlled fires in the area.



“It’s the culminating exercise that tests
the real-world application of skills that
our medics and our fire and MP cadets
have been learning, so it’s a chance
for them to synthesize all of those
skills into a real-life mass casualty
incident,” said Dr. Mark Ryan,
Superintendent for NVMI. “We really
appreciate the partnership with the
Fort Irwin Fire Department,
Department of Public Safety for
helping make this happen, and the

Fort Irwin Hospital and medics for helping to create as real-life a scenario as possible
for our cadets to experience the stresses of a mass casualty incident.”

The culminating exercise was a great opportunity for the cadets to work together and
build teamwork among the various units.

“Everybody’s working together,” said Jeff Spargur, officer in
charge of the Fire Unit. “We have MPs that are providing
perimeter control, the medics are taking care of the
treatment, and the firefighters are putting out the fires
caused by the aircraft crash, and other firefighters are being
used for extraction and patient maneuvers.”

NVMI leadership is proud of how the cadets performed
during the exercise.

“It was a good event,” said Lt. Col. Robbie Kiermayr, retired
Army veteran and Commandant of Cadets for NVMI, at the
conclusion of the exercise. “All of the different units got to
work together. It built teamwork, trust and camaraderie.”

Kiermayr added that the skills these cadets learn during 10 days of summer camp can
be applied later in life.

“This is a great opportunity for the kids to learn skills that they can take elsewhere in the
future,” said Kiermayr. “They have the skills and the opportunity to help other people, as
the mission of Junior ROTC is to make young people better citizens.”




