
RECONDO Cadets: ‘We’re here to accomplish the mission’

Cadets with RECONDO Unit plan a mission at Fort Irwin during NVMI summer camp. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Zak Lara.)
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FORT IRWIN - While other units at summer camp are taking a dip in the base pool, 16
cadets with the Reconnaissance and Commando (RECONDO) Unit are hiking upwards
of 10 miles per day here, all while learning small-unit leadership, operational planning
and reconnaissance techniques.

“The unit itself focuses on small team leadership, personal accountability, operational
planning including planning for contingencies,” said Sgt. Nicholas Jackson, assistant
instructor for RECONDO Unit.

The cadets are challenged daily with physical training such as hiking, running and
push-ups, as well as classroom instruction and hands-on practice to learn land
navigation, hand-and-arm signals and more.

“Our classroom is the outdoors,” said John Martin, a 20-year Army veteran who now
serves as the officer in charge of RECONDO unit. “The cadets learn how to receive a



task for a mission. We make a tentative plan, we incorporate others into the plan, and
we execute with supervision.”

RECONDO Unit is arguably the most physically demanding unit of the 13 NVMI units at
summer camp, said Martin.

“Hiking is part of the process,” said Martin, who added that the cadets are on track to
complete 75 miles by the end of summer camp.

The training is part of a 10-day summer camp with the North Valley Military Institute
(NVMI) College Preparatory Academy, and the training the cadets receive can be
applied both on and off the battlefield, said Martin.

“There’s a lot of stuff that Recondo does outside the military realm, skills that they can
take back to the classroom and as an adult,” said Martin.

Fredy Mariscal, an 18-year-old platoon leader in RECONDO,
plans to enter the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC)
program at Norwich University later this year with the ultimate
goal of joining the Marine Corps.

“I chose RECONDO Unit so I could get used to the lifestyle of
being in the military. It really taught me a lot,” said Mariscal,
who added that teamwork is an important element in their unit.
“That’s why I like doing RECONDO because we work as a
team. No one works as an individual.”

Emily Martinez, 17, joined RECONDO Unit as a way to
challenge herself.

“I really wanted to challenge my mind, and I knew it would really
push me to my limits, and it has pushed me to my limits,” said
Martinez, who serves as a team leader for her unit. “It takes a
big toll on your body, with the heat and all the walking and all
the exercise you have to do. I feel very strong mentally and
physically. Every day I feel physically stronger.”

As a team leader, Martinez is responsible for four male cadets
under her charge, a responsibility she doesn’t take lightly.



“At the end of the day we remember we need each other, and without each other we
won’t accomplish anything,” said Martinez. “You just have to remember we’re here to
accomplish the mission.”

The Reconnaissance and Commando (RECONDO) Unit at Fort Irwin during NVMI Summer Camp. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Zak Lara.)

RECONDO Cadets practice small-unit leadership at Fort Irwin during NVMI summer camp. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Zak Lara.)


