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FORT IRWIN - Cadets with GEAR Unit are learning auto repair skills here as part of
their 10-day summer camp with the North Valley Military Institute (NVMI) College
Preparatory Academy.

The cadets are being trained by professional mechanics to learn safety protocols and
basic automotive knowledge such as how to do oil changes, battery and alternator
testing, tire rotation, 21-point vehicle inspections and more.

“My job is to show them basic knowledge of cars and how they work,” said Rene
Castellanos, a mechanic and officer in charge of GEAR Unit. “They’re very engaged
and they’re very happy to be working on cars.”

GEAR Unit is composed of 16 cadets, including 11 boys and five girls. Samantha
Reynoso, a 14-year-old cadet, joined GEAR Unit as a way to connect with her brothers.



“I grew up with only brothers, and something I wanted to be able to do was be able to
talk to them about cars because they all love cars,” said Reynoso. “And now because
I’m going in August to see them I’m gonna be able to talk to them about it.”

When asked what her favorite part of the training was, Reynoso said, “Changing the oil,
that was really fun.”

For many cadets, this was their first time ever conducting vehicle repairs.

“This is a new experience for me,” said Oscar Guillen, a 14-year-old cadet with GEAR
Unit. “It’s just a cool experience working with the hydraulic lifts and everything. They
teach you how to lift and raise a car, how to use a jack, where to put it on the car, and
how to secure it.”

Guillen hopes this training will allow him to repair vehicles for friends and family one
day.

“We get to work on cars and I feel like it’ll be more helpful in the future,” he said. “Like, if
a family or close friend is like, ‘Oh, can you change my oil?’ I can be like ‘Yeah, I know
how to do that.’”

At the conclusion of their training, cadets who pass their test will receive a certification
of completion, said Castellanos. He hopes the training will spark the cadets’ interest in
pursuing automotive repair as a career in the future.

“Who knows, maybe they like it and they want to work on cars and be the future
mechanics that we need,” he said.

Over the course of their 10-day summer camp, cadets are assigned to one of 13 units
that teaches leadership and technical skills such as auto repair, lifeguard training,
marksmanship, cooking, fire response, and security, to name a few.

To learn more about NVMI, visit www.novamil.org. For more summer camp content,
follow us on Instagram @nvmi_official.
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