
Fire academy training ignites Cadet interest in fire service
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VICTORVILLE, Calif. - Nineteen cadets with the Fire Unit of the North Valley Military
Institute (NVMI) College Preparatory Academy participated in fire training at Victor
Valley College June 10 as part of a 10-day summer camp aimed at teaching leadership
and technical skills.

During the training, the 8th-12th grade cadets learned how to roll and unroll fire hoses,
load fire trucks, give hand and arm signals, deploy fire hoses and extinguish structure
and vehicle fires in a controlled environment with the supervision of fire academy
instructors.

“I think it exposes them to what the civil service or public safety services do,” said Bob
Valdez, fire technology faculty instructor at Victor Valley College and 32-year firefighting
veteran. “And the more you can broaden their experiences, especially with this type of
hands-on training, the more they’ll understand what the fire department does, and it
may be just enough to ignite that spark that they’ll want to pursue a career in the fire
service.”



A few of the cadets expressed interest in the medical field and fire service.

“I want to be in the medical field or a firefighter,” said Haeley Tolentino, a 12-year-old
cadet, who added that extinguishing the fire was her favorite part of the training. “I’m
following my best friend’s footsteps, and he was in Fire [Unit] last year. He liked it.”

Jacqueline Cuenca, a 13-year-old cadet, said she chose to be in the Fire Unit because
“I plan to be in the medical field and I thought it’d be better if I knew all the information
along with it.”

When the cadets completed their training, they loaded up the bus to return to Fort Irwin,
the base of operations for their summer camp.

“I think overall they did pretty well,” said Valdez of the cadets’ performance. “I think it
was enlightening to them the amount of physical activity that they had to do. I hope this
enlightens them to what public safety does, and this is just a small branch of it.
Teamwork comes into play and it’s a good feeling when you accomplish your task or
objective.”












