Because every child has a battle

(greater than) they can face alone.

WE Your support allows us to do more than provide food and shelter.
FIGHT. You help us contend for our kids’ futures and overcome their pasts.
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We have a deep desire to give both of these to each child that comes to Girls Haven:
ROOTS to nourish & establish them, to ground them in who God says they are & to give them room to grow with people who embody home;
WINGS that they may soar beyond whatever hinders them & achieve much more than they have planned for themselves.
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with Lasheckita “KeKe” Lafleur, Shift Supervisor
I joined Girls’ Haven in late 2017 and have enjoyed
making a difference daily in the lives of children. Our
commitment as staff is to develop meaningful
relationships with them, we are charged with a more
important task…maintaining those relationships! As a
shift supervisor, I am responsible for setting an
example by earning the trust of the girls in our care,
ensuring their safety, and refraining from judging their
past. The younger the girls are, the more difficult it is
to gain their trust. They are confused as to why they
are in care because they have done no wrong. Our
older teens balance jobs, school, extra-curricular
activities, campus activities, home responsibilities and
time with friends. All while healing from past hurts
and learning the truth about who they were created to
be. We repeatedly challenge these young people and
they repeatedly rise to it. It’s an exciting time at GH,
and it undoubtably won’t be easy, but you’d better
believe it’s going to be awesome!

Your financial support is vital to the victories at Girls’ Haven!

OUR MISSION
Girls’ Haven seeks to provide a safe, nurturing environment for girls affected by physical, sexual or emotional abuse, neglect,
exploitation, abandonment or severe family dysfunction.

ONE child…ONE life…
a WORLD of OPPORTUNITY
www.girlshaveninc.org
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WE
RISK.
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rejection and the pain of kids making choices that will hurt them; we risk struggling toward healing with those
who will return to hurtful situations. We risk love…every day.
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OUR SERVICES

▪ Are provided by staff that love and have compassion for the children at Girls’ Haven
▪ Licensed 32-bed non-secure basic care general residential operation
▪ Homelike environment
▪ Length of stay vary; 30 days to several years
▪ 24-hour awake staff
▪ On-site licensed professional weekly individual and group therapy
▪ Trauma-informed care; Trust Based Relational Intervention© (TBRI) practices
▪ Therapeutic mentoring volunteers
▪ Facilities for recreational activities; gym, playground, courtyard, soccer field & racquetball court
▪ On-site cafeteria food services
▪ On-site charter school for grades Pre-K – 8th
▪ 501(c) (3) non-profit organization designated by the IRS
▪ Licensed by the Texas Department of Family & Protective Services (DFPS)

A

t age 13, Heather entered the foster care system after family members dropped her
off at a CPS office, because they could no longer take care of her causing her to be
placed in a foster home. Heather reports that she enjoyed her foster parents and had
minimum trouble during her time with them. However, in 2016, her foster mother became
ill and passed away unexpectantly; leaving her foster dad to take care of her. But in that same
year tragedy would strike again, when her foster dad passed away the day after Christmas.
Faced with abandonment again, Heather was eventually placed in a foster group home at
Girls’ Haven.

hope for tomorrow
with Heather Gibson

When Heather arrived at Girls’ Haven in 2017, she had no vision of a future. She recalls
losing faith, hope and trust in people. She admits that initially she was withdrawn, angry and
defiant towards other residents and staff at GH. However, over time, Heather began adjusting
to the reality that she will age out of foster care at Girls’ Haven. She then began to embrace
relationships with those who are not her immediate family. As a senior at Beaumont United
High School, she will graduate with the class of 2021. An achievement she first did not believe
was possible. Girls’ Haven has provided her an opportunity to restore her faith, hope and
trust in people. Although, she and many of our residents have come to realize that families are
often not biological. After high school, she has a goal to attend college; hoping to obtain a
degree in graphic and interior design.
It is a beauty that stands in sharp contrast to the story that is her past and that might have been
her future. That was a story of chaos and pain, of hurt and disappointment, of broken lives and
broken promises. “If I hadn’t come to Girls’ Haven, I think I would’ve had a very bad future.”

Class of 2021

One of our greatest joys is redeeming childhood. So many who come to us have never experienced the innocence, freedom and joy that should be present
in the early years of life. Instead, they have known pain, turmoil and adult responsibility. We seek to be the vessel to restoration of a child.

OUR VISION
To restore hope and provide healing; ONE Child at a time…ONE Life at a time…creating a WORLD of OPPORTUNITY for children
at Girls’ Haven.

www.girlshaveninc.org
www.girlshaveninc.org

information and announcements
A PROFILE Growing in a spirit of
OF GIVING. thankfulness

page

GH’s ANNUAL BENEFIT GOLF TOURNAMENT
Our annual four-man scramble benefit Golf
Tournament is scheduled on Monday, May 3rd, 2021
at the Beaumont Country Club (5355 Pine St.) with
lunch served at 11:30a.m. and tee time at 1:00p.m.
The Penland Foundation and Quality Mat generously
plan and execute the golf tournament, ensuring our
participants have a first-class golfing experience. If you
are interested in entering a team or to participate as a
sponsor for the event, contact Josie White at
josie.white@girlshaveninc.org or call 409.832.6223.
GH’s ANNUAL BENEFIT NIGHT OF HOPE GALA
This year on June 26th, 2021 at the Beaumont Event
Centre, Girls’ Haven will host our annual Night of
Hope GALA event that is a gourmet four-course dinner
with wine pairings. This elegant evening features a
fabulous live and silent auction with one-of-a-kind items,
live entertainment, and the opportunity to contribute to
the betterment of many young girls’ lives. To reserve a
table or to participate as a sponsor for the event, contact
Josie White at josie.white@girlshaveninc.org or call
409.832.6223.
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GH wish list
In-kind contributions allow you to participate in
the ministry of Girls’ Haven by providing goods,
skills, or services, and they are tax deductible
contributions.

ITEMS NEEDED
• New Clothing (teen ages)
• 10 Gameboys
• MP3 Players

• Welcome Baskets (for new residents)
• Comforter Sets (twin size for all ages)
• Clock Radios (for resident bedrooms)
• Headphones (for tablets)
• Lawn Furniture (for our playground courtyard)
• Campus Storage Building (for tools, bikes &
sporting equipment)

• 6 X 12 V-Nose Enclosed Cargo Trailer
(for hurricane evacuation preparation)

friendly new faces
Girls’ Haven welcomes Kaylee Germany, B.S., Social Work as Case Manager for residential services.
Kaylee is a graduate from Lamar University of Beaumont, Texas and joined the Girls’ Haven team in December
of 2020. Prior to working at GH, she worked for the Department of Family and Protective Services as a CPS
Conservatorship Worker. She chose to work in the social work field and GH because it comes natural to her.
She faced many challenges as a child; some that are similar to the children that we serve. The past experiences
she went through have pushed her to advocate for vulnerable children because everyone needs a support system
and social work has given her the privilege of being a part of that. Kaylee enjoys sports, volunteering, singing,
playing with her two dogs and spending time with family. She is excited to be a Case Manager and is looking
forward to building a greater bond with residents and staff.

Girls’ Haven welcomes Josie White, B.S., Mass Communications as Development & Public Relations Director.
Josie recently joined the GH team in April of 2021 as the Development and Public Relations Director. She has
an employment history of working for several strategic planning and public relations agencies. Including Praise
Church of Beaumont, Texas as a Strategic Planner and Social Media Coordinator, Jefferson County Political
Party as a Communication Lead, Priority One Public Relations as an Account Executive, and News and
Production as an Account Executive and External Communications Coordinator. Josie has experienced working
with different algorithms and strategies to best advertise and promote campaigns. Josie graduated with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Mass Communication from Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas and is
currently seeking a master’s degree in Public Relations. Josie joined Girls’ Haven’s because she was looking for a
career that allows for growth both in spiritual and professional. She grew up around foster children; girls’
specifically and enjoys developing relationships with them. She is a volunteer at her church, enjoys being outside
playing tennis, and riding horses in the country. She is excited to be part of an organization that is continuing to
bring awareness to the surrounding community about Girls’ Haven and its mission.www.girlshaveninc.org
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An Unfolding Direction
Tiffany’s Textiles

n this edition of our newsletter, we are sharing the story of an amazing woman and artist who is building
her future, education, and career against all odds. We are publishing the story in its entirety, with a link to
Tiffany’s art.

“I’m Tiffany Jackson; a Texas A & M University graduate, a Native Texan, an outdoors woman, and I grew
up without a mother or father and experienced homelessness in high school, college and graduate school.”
My 70-year-old maternal grandmother took me in when I was a newborn; and I lived with her until I was
around 10. At the age of 80, she was placed in a nursing home. After she was placed in a nursing home, I was
placed in a residential group home for young girls called Girls Haven in Beaumont, Texas. While I was
there, I won a scholarship to attend the St. Stephen’s Episcopal boarding school in Austin, Texas that I loved
and adored. My grades were not very good due to several untreated learning disabilities that I struggled with.
After one year of boarding school, I moved to Houston to live with my cousin. After a year with my cousin, I
Tiffany Jackson, M.S.
moved out and began living on my own, which included working two jobs. I was in the 11th grade. Eventually,
Former GH resident
I was able to get my own place to live and paid $75 a week for rent. However, my landlord suddenly raised
the rent to $150 a week after she lost a tenant. I was not able to afford that amount, causing me to be homeless again. A kind woman helped me move into
a local women and children’s shelter for a short time and I was able to get a job. However, I would go on to experience homelessness again. I found it
quite difficult to plan for unexpected expenses, earning only $10 an hour. I was not able to pay rent or bills, because I lacked a support network. To
combat those difficult times, I began making and selling art that helped increase my income. I learned my art technique from a mentor who showed me
how to take discarded fabric and mount it to old canvases to make an entirely new piece. I hope you enjoy these pieces as much as I enjoy making them. I
think I will call them Tiffany’s Textiles. Link to Tiffany’s art: https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/item/1580523728776299/.
In 2009, I earned my Bachelor of Arts degree in communications from Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas. After graduating, I moved to
Bryan/College Station, Texas and worked various jobs as an Admissions Coordinator at Texas A & M University Health Care Center from December
2014 until June 2015. From August 2015 until August 2018, I worked at BMW of North America and as a Special Education Teacher at Bryan ISD from
August 2018 until February 2019. In 2018, I graduated with a Master of Science degree in Biomedical Sciences from Texas A & M University. After
earning my MS degree, I moved to Austin, Texas and worked for DSHS Novel Coronavirus Lab as a Microbiologist from April 2020 until June 2020.
And in June 2020, I began working as an Epidemiologist I for Emerging and Infectious Disease Unit. I am very thankful to Girls’ Haven and my friends
who have supported me throughout my long journey. The possibilities are endless now that I can plan for tomorrow.

In Loving Memory of

Virgina Mary Powell

W

July 10, 1981 – March 28, 2021

hile we know God’s promises to take care of the fatherless, we are humbled at the provision He
makes through His people. March 28th, 2021, Girls’ Haven lost one of its God-given provisions,
Virgina Powell. Virgina was a 4-year veteran Youth Care Specialist and Supervisor on the overnight shift at
Girls’ Haven. Her forethought and purposeful focus on children enriched countless lives. She was dedicated
to our mission, playing a significant role in healing children at Girls’ Haven. She understood the importance
of building trust and healthy relationships with foster children, and she did it well!
Virgina was an extension of the blessings of God. She loved life and it loved her right back. She asked for so
little but gave so very much. Her memory will live on in our hearts forever. Her life was a blessing, and
memory a treasure. She is loved beyond words and missed beyond measure.
“Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter
into the joy of your master.” – Matthew 25:21

WE
BELIEVE.

In a World of Opportunity…to have many and varied experiences that shape your world-view and selfview, to have a safe place to heal and to discover and to grow, to be confident that your needs, from
physical to spiritual, emotional to educational, will be met, to walk through the joys and difficulties of
life and to know that you are not alone.
ONE child…ONE life…
a WORLD of OPPORTUNITY
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with Elizabeth Milam
Program Director
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q: How did you develop such a passion for working with children?
a: I spent 8 years working in Texas politics, but when I moved back home to Beaumont, I wanted to do
something with more meaning. Since I began working at Girls’ Haven, my passion for working with foster
children developed quickly to help build thriving children in a community I call home. As the Program
Director of residential services, I play an important role that ensures our program services are implemented. I
am afforded the opportunity to witness the positive results.

q: How do we accomplish healing for our kids at GH?
a: At Girls’ Haven, we believe that all children deserve a chance at a childhood filled with love and direction.
This begins with healing their trauma in a therapeutic way. We provide therapy in a loving and home-like
environment that allows healing to come naturally.

q: What are some of the life-changing experiences that we bring to our kids at GH?
a: I believe that each girl we serve deserves every advantage that we can afford them. Some of the basic
services that we provide, such as going to the salon or mall, can seem so simple and mundane but are experiences that many of them have never
experienced before coming to Girls’ Haven.

q: Why is it important that we establish and maintain positive relationships with our kids at GH?
a: Positive relationships are important in every stage of life and after a girl has been placed with us, it is our responsibility and privilege to guide them
through the foster care system and form healthy relationships that they will carry with them for the rest of their lives.

H

Serving LARGE:

with Haley Morrow
Public Information Officer
Beaumont Police Department

aley Morrow first became involved at Girls’ Haven because she, and a friend of hers, hosted a fundraiser through Haley’s
Beautycounter business to donate beauty products to the girls. They worked together creating Easter bags filled with
beauty products and candy. Having the fundraiser sparked Haley’s desire to get more involved with Girls’ Haven; leading her to
become a mentor for one of the girls. The position as a police officer has afforded Haley an opportunity to serve in many other
programs and activities across the city of Beaumont as part of BPD’s Police Community Relations Unit. Including
Elementary school reading programs, driving the pink patrol car for the Gift of Life, Cops and Kids programs, and
giving safety presentations. Haley is the Treasurer of the Beaumont Police Benefit Association and a board
member of the officer Bryan Hebert Memorial Foundation. She is a lifelong resident of Southeast Texas.
She graduated from Lumberton High School and Lamar Institute of Technology. As a 7-year veteran police
officer, wife, and mother of three, she comes from a family that has dedicated their lives to serving the
citizens of Beaumont through law enforcement. This includes her father Bobby (21 years at Beaumont
P.D.), husband Matt (20 years at Beaumont P.D.), brother Tyler (8 years at Beaumont P.D.), and sister
Jenna (5 years as a Beaumont P.D. 911 dispatcher). When she is not serving large as a police officer, she
coaches both of her daughters all-star cheerleading, enjoy spending time with family, and traveling.

Girls’ Haven and our kids are grateful to Haley and our entire team of mentors. By introducing our kids
to new experiences and sharing positive values, mentors can help young people avoid negative behaviors and achieve success. Kids with mentors have
increased likelihood of going to college, better attitudes toward school, increased social and emotional development, and improved self-esteem. Close,
healthy, and supportive relationships between mentors and mentees that last for a significant portion of time are central to success for kids.

When you invest in Girls’ Haven, what is gained truly is greater than the cost. It is always a tenuous first step from
feeling a longing to be a part, to making the choice to be involved. Whether your heart is led to give, to volunteer on
campus or to educate others about GH, the first step to follow that leading is the most difficult, but also the one that will
lead to greater fulfillment and purpose.
ONE child…ONE life…
a WORLD of OPPORTUNITY
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Thank you, Meg Brown for donating feminine
products to our girls. Her non-profit
PeriodPower Pantry is helping young ladies in
Southeast Texas become more confident in
their bodies.

This is the 10th year in a row that Bath & Body
Works has donated Christmas gifts for the girls.
Each year branches from all over Houston,
Lake Charles & Port Arthur come together to
donate items from their stores. Thank you to
Gina Kehres for continuing to head up this
wonderful fundraiser for us.

Thank you, Acadian Ambulance Service for
making Girls’ Haven the recipient of your
50/50 raffle. This over $900 check will help
make sure the girls have everything they could
want for Christmas!

Thank you to Woman to Woman for the
wonderful Christmas gifts! The girls will never
forget this Christmas.

Thank you to William and Romy for having a
fundraiser for Girls’ Haven. They raised $250
for us!! The sweetest little donors ever!

Thank you to Terminix for once again donating
a beautiful bike to Girls’ Haven!

One of our girls told a mentor that she was
interested in photography so we reached out to
an incredible local photographer to teach them
tips & tricks. Thank you Local Honey
Photography! Thank you to our mentor, Katrina
Kasey Dickens, for letting us know!

Thank you to Howell Furniture for making this
huge donation! They donated all new
mattresses for the girls. Also, thank you to one
of our founders, Rozanne Booth Blount, for
making it happen!

Thank you to 2nd & Charles for donating $7,000
worth of books, toys, and games. We are finally
getting our bookshelves filled up!

Thank you to the Trevor Lee Chesson Memorial
Foundation. They did a stocking drive for those
in need in the community and one of the lucky
recipients was Girls’ Haven.

Thank you to Save the Children for donating
www.girlshaveninc.org
face masks, shampoo,
deodorant and more to
our girls.

Thank you, HealthSource Chiropractic for
donating $670 from your #payitforward
fundraiser. For each new patient that redeemed
their token in 2020, Girls’ Haven received a
donation.
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A WORD from the Executive Director

Each month at the GH board of directors meeting, I am tasked with providing “our true purpose” about why it’s
necessary to have an operation such as Girls’ Haven. While there are dozens of stories to share that occurred
during the previous month, our true purpose revolves around the importance of building and maintaining
relationships by being present for the kids in our care. There is power in being present in the life of a foster child.
Fun is more fun, fear is less scary, and pain is diminished when you are connected with others. Our mission is only
accomplished through being present with kids and understanding their needs. At Girls’ Haven, our staff focuses on
being in each moment with kids. At times, there are challenges for our staff because children in foster care have a
natural habit of breaking rules and expectations within a foster care setting. They show resentment because
they are being told to live with strangers they do not know. Still, they also show gratitude for being safe
at last after the tough journey of childhood. There may be anger, frustration, sadness, loneliness,
and broken trust, all of which are challenging to overcome. We find that each child that arrives at
Girl’s Haven is withdrawn, or depressed, and may choose not to participate in our program.
We choose not to hold that against them. Instead, we believe that their past is the past. We
replace judgement with compassion…and we replace punishment with treatment. That is our
true purpose!
A foster child needs and wants what every other child needs and wants (but maybe with a
little added attitude). They want to feel heard, and not just looked at for what is written
about them in their file. They want to be understood for who they are; to be accepted as is.
They need to feel validated in their feelings, respected for their knowledge, and the things
they have experienced. They want to feel supported and guided into adulthood, even though
they think they know it all. If they fail, they need to know someone will be there to help make
sense of their world again. Mostly, foster children want to feel love. Perhaps the most critical
step we take in helping our kids is the one that takes the most time; that is trust-building. That
is our true purpose!

There is no substitute for empathy. It is a
foundational relationship between human beings.
But there are things that will happen and make
you feel insignificant. But that’s it…it’s just
feelings. Sometimes we have to stop feeling and
start doing. That is what we believe at GH.

We do not expect children to come to our program trusting all that we say and do. After all,
they have had years of adults letting them down. Just as with all children, we do not make
promises to them that we are unable to keep. Once we break a promise, the trust becomes
further from reach. Instead, we speak to them on a personal level. We find out what their
interests are and encourage them to pursue those. We make a big deal out of their strengths
and talents. We help them research possible careers for when they graduate from high
school…informing them that dropping out of high school after coming this far would be
cutting themselves short of what they are capable of achieving. We encourage them to
express their feelings and emotions to us…and then we respond appropriately. That is our
true purpose!
Together we will continue the hard work of building a community of present people for
foster kids because it provides the needed ingredients to inspire generational change, and
we will enjoy it because these amazing kids change us through being present with us. They
are the blessing.
Thanks for loving kids,

Clay

Clay Thomas, M.S., LCCA
Executive Director of Girls’ Haven, Inc.
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