
2022 EDUCATION SURVEY 
         K A N S A S  S T A T E  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N  

Dear State Board of Education candidate: 

Thank you for placing your name before the voters for a position on the Kansas State Board of
Education. As you know the BOE derives its decision-making ability from the Kansas State
Constitution. We represent several major education advocacy groups that work with the BOE, the
Governor and the Legislature to shape policy for the nearly 500,000 students and their families that
encompass the Kansas public education system. We are providing a very brief list of key questions
you will encounter should you be elected to the BOE. We ask that you take a few minutes and share
your opinions on the issues. We will make your unedited comments available to our memberships,
parent groups, and the interested public. This survey presents an excellent opportunity for you to
address key issues confronting Kansas public education. We would like to have your responses by
Sept. 9. Please email your responses to Scott Rothschild, Communications Editor at KASB, at
srothschild@kasb.org. Thank you!

 

Sincerely, 

United School Administrators of Kansas
Kansas National Education Association
Schools for Fair Funding
Kansas Association of School Boards

 

Sheila Albers

mailto:srothschild@kasb.org


Governance

Would you oppose the abolition of an elected State Board of Education in favor of a system placing
direct control of K-12 education in the executive and legislative branches of state government?

Do you support a “voucher program” which would allow for state tax dollars to be distributed to
families for reimbursement of expenses to attend non-public schools in Kansas?

Finances

In 2019, the Kansas Supreme Court approved a constitutional formula for equity and adequacy with
a five-year enhanced funding plan and a Consumer Price Index feature to maintain core funding for
K-12 schools. Do you support the plan and specifically the CPI statute that takes effect beginning FY
24?

Sheila Albers

Yes, I would oppose the abolition of an elected State Board of Education in favor of a
system placing direct control of K-12 education in the executive and legislative
branches of state government. The current State Board of Education reflects the
will of voters, many of which have a vested interest in Kansas public schools. Voters
have the ability to elect public servants who are qualified to make important
decisions that impact all Kansas students. 

I do not support the voucher program. Public dollars should not be spent on private
schools. Kansas does not currently fully fund special education. Sending public dollars
to private schools will further diminish the limited funds needed for public schools.  

I do support the constitutional formula for equity and adequacy with a five-year
enhanced funding plan with the CPI statute that takes effect beginning FY 24. It is
appropriate that the base aid increases with inflation. As costs rise, school districts will
be able to meet student needs because the base aid per student will also increase.  



Do you support increased funding for special education funding up to 92 percent of excess costs as
directed by state law?

Please use this space below to include any other thoughts on other priority areas of interest to you.

Finances

Sheila Albers

I absolutely support increased funding for special education up to 92% of excess costs
as directed by state law. Currently, many school districts supplement special education
with local dollars. If the state fully funded special education, those dollars could be used
to support other programs to meet student needs. Special education has not been fully
funded since 2011. 

As a former public educator, I spent 25 years serving students, families and staff. During
those 25 years, I spent 13 years as the principal of one of the highest performing middle
schools in Kansas. I am also the mom of boys who currently attend public schools in
Johnson County. My professional background and my role as a parent makes me
uniquely qualified to serve on the State Board of Education. My passion for public
education stems from my belief that every student deserves to discover their passions
and purpose in life. Schools can open doors to possibilities that the student never
imagined. High quality public schools ensure that students and families can thrive. My
deeply held beliefs in the power of public education and my expertise in school
administration make me an excellent candidate for State Board of Education.  

Top 3 Priorities
Prioritize hiring and retaining high-quality teachers
The teaching shortage is a national crisis and we must tackle this emergency head on. Having a high
quality teacher is a huge determinant of student success. It is imperative that we find innovative ways
to recruit people to the teaching profession and provide exemplary training to support all teachers
throughout their careers.

Identify and promote best practices related to school safety
Our children must feel safe at school. Schools must identify and implement physical changes to keep
doors secure and ways to effectively monitor who enters and exits the building. This needs to be
balanced with the psychological needs of students to feel school is a warm and inviting place to learn.

Expand early childhood and post-secondary education opportunities
Education is not just a K-12 experience. Early childhood programs and Parents As Teachers provide a
crucial foundation for our youngest learners. This is also true for many of our high school students
who are benefiting from experiences at local community colleges. These opportunities will be crucial
in finding meaningful career paths.


