
Dear State Board of Education candidate: 

Thank you for placing your name before the voters for a position on the Kansas State Board of 
Education. As you know the BOE derives its decision-making ability from the Kansas State 
Constitution. We represent several major education advocacy groups that work with the BOE, the 
Governor and the Legislature to shape policy for the nearly 500,000 students and their families that 
encompass the Kansas public education system. We are providing a very brief list of key questions 
you will encounter should you be elected to the BOE. We ask that you take a few minutes and share 
your opinions on the issues. We will make your unedited comments available to each of our 
memberships, parent groups as well as the interested public. This survey presents an excellent 
opportunity for you to address key issues confronting Kansas public education. We would like to 
have your responses by Sept. 9. Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

United School Administrators of Kansas 
Schools for Fair Funding 
Kansas Association of School Boards 

Jeff Howards



Governance 

Would you oppose the abolition of an elected State Board of Education 
in favor of a system placing direct control of K-12 education in the 
executive and legislative branches of state government? 

It is imperative that we have a state board of education that is autonomous from the 

legislative and executive branches of government. Our current system allows the state board 

to be nimble in dealing with issues that arise and allows the board to avoid 

the politics that hamper decisions being made in the current legislature. 

Do you support a “voucher program” which would allow for state tax 
dollars to be distributed to families for reimbursement of expenses to 
attend non-public schools in Kansas? 
I oppose voucher programs that allow state tax dollars to be used to fund non-public schools. 

Our State constitution calls for public funding for public schools. The current system of tax 

credits attempts to circumvent the state constitution and should be ended. 

Finances 

In 2019, the Kansas Supreme Court approved a constitutional formula for 
equity and adequacy with a five-year enhanced funding plan and a 
Consumer Price Index feature to maintain core funding for K-12 schools. 
Do you support the plan and specifically the CPI statute that takes effect 
beginning FY 24? 
I support fully funding our constitutional formula, including the CPI statue. 

Equity and adequacy are important to ensuring each child has access to a quality education Without the 

CPI statue, school funding falls farther and farther behind each year. 

Jeff Howards



Finances 

Do you support increased funding for special education funding up to 92 percent of excess costs as 
directed by state law? 

I support fully funding special education at both the State and Federal level. We know the Federal 

 Government has fallen short since the beginning. The burden then falls on State and local 

governments to meet the mandates. When the State fails to follow the law of 92% funding of 

excess costs, it eats away at the funding approved by the court. If the legislature continues to fail 

to fund the law, we could be back in the situation of failing to meet equity and adequacy in 

general funds. 

Please use this space below to include any other thoughts on other priority areas of interest to you. 

We cannot isolate students from truth and the outside world by censoring teachers, banning 

books, and refusing to allow controversial subjects to be taught in schools. Doing 

so is no different than building walls around students and covering their eyes and ears from the 

truth. What is to happen to students when they graduate school and are thrown out into the real 

world that they are not prepared for? We will be left with students that are as unprepared for life 

as the adults who seek to shelter them from it. 

Decisions on books and topics/subjects to be taught must be placed into the hands of 

school boards made up of educated and open minded individuals, operating from neither the 

far left nor far right. If we want a balanced education process it has to start 

with a balanced mind-set from those in charge. Extremism from either side is dangerous. 

We must support our teachers in decisions involving teaching, curriculums, class size, and 

staffing levels within school districts. Overworked teachers are leaving the profession in 

overwhelming numbers resulting in a ripple effect that only makes the situation worse. Higher 

pay, better benefits, and better working conditions are critical if we are to maintain skilled 

teachers in our schools. 

Jeff Howards




