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Successful as individuals 
State Goals/Definitions: Commissioner: Happy, fulfilled 

State Board Kansans Can State Outcomes: Social-emotional growth, measured 
locally 
Kansas Supreme Court and State Legislature (Rose Capacities): Knowledge of 
mental and physical health 

KASB Pathway: Increase Support for Student Health and Safety 

Safe operations Support safe operations of schools in all environments. 

School operating guidelines will require additional resources such as masks, 
cleaning, and sanitizing; space for social distancing; remote access and other 
needs. 

Mental Health Increase support for the mental health needs of students. 

Educators expect many students will face additional mental health issues 
associated with the COVID pandemic. COVID-related issues follow years of 
growing concerns about mental health issues affecting student health, safety 
and learning, and when long-term access to health services may be worsened 
by the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Districts may need to alter 
or increase services under on-site, hybrid and remote learning models. School 
and mental health providers will need to work together to determine the best 
delivery model for each community. 

Foster/Homeless Students Improve educational outcomes for the growing numbers of students in foster 
care or homeless. 

There are increased concerns about lagging success indicators for students in 
foster care, and additional state scrutiny. The needs of these children may be 
increasing as a result of the pandemic. 

Safety and Discipline Support positive school safety and discipline policies and programs. 
Over the years, school districts have tried to improve school safety through 
various discipline policies, school resource officers and other strategies. There 
are concerns some of these efforts may be counterproductive or 
disproportionately impact certain groups of students. The state should support 
efforts such as restorative practices to change behaviors while keeping 
students in school if possible, support families and reduce disproportionate 
impacts on different student groups. 
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Ongoing Efforts Continue efforts to address other identified student health and safety issues. 

These include strategies to develop comprehensive, evidence-based, locally 
focused strategies in areas such as bullying and vaping. 

Health Care KASB supports state and federal efforts to ensure all children have access to 
health care services that allow them to receive education for lifelong success. 

 

Successful citizens in a community 
State Goals/Definitions: Commissioner: Give back to community 

State Board Successful Graduate: Civic engagement 
Kansas Supreme Court and State Legislature (Rose Capacities): Knowledge of 
economic, social, and political systems; Understanding of governmental 
process; Grounding in arts to appreciate cultural heritage. 

KASB Pathway: Strengthen Civic and Community Engagement 

Civic Education Improve student civic education through academic standards, accreditation, 
and school redesign. 

Efforts to improve civic education should be comprehensive and community 
based under supervision of the State Board of Education, rather than 
Legislative mandates. 

Strengthen Communities Prepare students to participate in strong communities. 
State policies should support school district efforts to give students the skills 
and experience to succeed in diverse, inclusive communities providing equal 
opportunity for all. 

 

Successful Economically 
State Goals/Definitions: Commissioner: Skills and attributes to earn a middle class living or beyond 

State Board Successful Graduate: Academic and cognitive preparation; 
Technical and employability skills; Success in postsecondary education, 
attainment of industry recognized credential, or in workforce without 
remediation 
Kansans Can State Outcomes: Kindergarten readiness; Individual Plan for 
Study; High School graduation rate; Postsecondary completion 
Kansas Supreme Court and State Legislature (Rose Capacities): 
Communications skills; Training or preparation for advanced training to choose 
life’s work; Academic or vocational skills to compete in academics and job 
market 

 

KASB Pathway:  Give all students the opportunity to succeed 
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Special Education Fund the increasing costs of special education services. 

The number of students receiving special education services and the cost of 
these programs has been growing faster than state and federal aid, requiring 
districts to supplement from other budget areas. The state is not funding its 
statutory commitment to pay for 92 percent of excess special education costs 

Broadband 

 

Support access to affordable broadband service for all Kansas students, 
families, and schools. 

One of the major issues identified by school districts is the lack of broadband 
access and devices by students and families for remote learning. 

Equal Access 

 

Require that all schools supported by public funds serve all children on the 
same basis as public schools. 

Public funding for private school programs that are not required to serve all 
students on the same basis as public schools diverts funding from 
disadvantaged and disabled students with the greatest needs. KASB opposes 
any “school choice” programs which function like vouchers to funnel public 
funding to private schools. 

Early Childhood Expand early childhood education programs to improve student outcomes 
and support families. 

The COVID pandemic and remote learning has shone a spotlight on the issue of 
childcare and the custodial role of schools. KASB has long-standing positions 
supporting increased early childhood funding, including the state’s early 
childhood plan. 

Equity Provide appropriate funding to address inequities in student success. 
There are deep and persistent gaps in student success based on income, race, 
and other factors. There is heightened scrutiny of these differences for several 
reasons: a renewed focus on social justice and race inequalities; the Legislative 
audit on at-risk programs and proposed new requirements in state law; the 
expiration of high-density at-risk funding in two years; and the Gannon school 
finance decision and settlement based on improving student performance. 

Immigrant Education Provide for the education of immigrant students. 

Public schools are required to serve undocumented children under the United 
States Supreme Court’s 1982 Plyler v. Doe decision and are held accountable 
for the education of all students, regardless of their legal status, under state 
and federal law. KASB supports efforts to provide safe, secure treatment and 
to minimize trauma for immigrant children, whether in detention or in public 
schools. 

KASB Pathway: Prepare students for postsecondary education and careers 

COVID impact Address students affected by COVID-related disruptions in learning. 

Disadvantaged students may have fallen farther behind in college readiness 
during remote learning and may face additional economic challenges in 
attending college. School districts, higher education institutions and the state 
should explore ways to facilitate the transition from secondary to 
postsecondary education for all students. 
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School Redesign Support school redesign principles and programs to improve college and 
career readiness. 

Moving many more students to higher levels of readiness for college and 
careers is critical to both individual and state economic success and will likely 
require different approaches to learning. The state should support innovative 
approaches, such as moving from seat time to mastery of competencies. 

 

Supporting Success 
KASB Pathway: Attract and retain qualified, effective educators and support staff 

Staffing Issues Explore ways to address staff shortages and management challenges due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Many expect there may be significant number of teacher and other staff who 
will not want to return to onsite school programs. 

Professional Development Support increased professional development. 

Remote learning, competency-based education and school redesign all are 
expected to require significant professional development for current and 
future staff, as well as students and parents. 

KASB Pathway: Support effective school operations 

Constitutional Funding Continue to implement the constitutionally suitable school funding approved 
by the Legislature and the Kansas Supreme Court. 

This funding plan was designed to restore funding to inflation-adjusted 2009 
funding for school operation and maintain equity in local funding. 

System Changes Review whether changes to school funding and regulations are needed to 
address both COVID issues and school redesign. 

The COVID pandemic may cause significant changes in enrollment, 
transportation costs, staffing and remote learning. These may or may not be 
lasting. 

Capital Costs Ensure equitable and adequate funding for school district capital costs. 

Changes in state law are creating inequities in capital improvement aid and a 
statewide cap on school bond issues limits the ability of school districts to 
provide appropriate facilities. 

KASB Pathway: Exceptional Boards and Leadership Teams 

Local Decision Making Support local decision making. 

To meet the different needs of students, families and communities, school 
districts should have flexibility in using resources, setting curriculum and 
operating programs unless they do not meet standards and there is clear 
evidence state mandates will provide better results. 

 


