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Madam Chair and Members of the Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 484, enacting the fairness in women’s sports act. KASB 
appears in opposition to the bill based on our legislative policy affirmed by our members in December 
2022, which states, “[r]esponsibility for governance of student activities is assigned to the Kansas State 
High School Activities Association.” Additionally, our legal staff has concerns about enacting a law such 
as the one envisioned in SB 484. 
 
After several months of consultation with our members and recognizing there are wide differences of 
opinion on this matter, our legislative committee recommended and our Delegate Assembly adopted a 
position that the responsibility for and ultimate decisions on disputes about transgender student 
athletes are and should be assigned to KSHSAA, just as other disputes are handled that concern students 
participating in school activities. KSHSAA is the governing body best suited to make such determinations.  

Just as KASB opposes legislative intrusion into the responsibilities of local school boards and the State 
Board of Education, we oppose intrusion into the legal responsibilities of the KSHSAA, which was 
established by state law and is considered the state authority on interscholastic activities. In addition, 
the KSHSAA board is made up of school administrators, educators, local board of education members 
from across Kansas, and two State Board of Education members. It is a body that represents a wide 
cross-section of Kansans and is part of the balance of responsibilities established by the people through 
the Kansas Constitution to improve education. 
 
Our legal concerns with the bill include: First, it appears the U.S. Supreme Court would likely rule this 
law would violate Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972, which would create legal liability 
for school districts if they attempted to enforce such a law. We suggest no changes should be made in 
state law until the Supreme Court has ruled on this issue definitively or Congress has clarified the issue 
through legislative action. Second, such a policy could not be enforced without intrusive violations of 
student privacy. Third, transgender students tend to have much more difficulty in school, and such a law 
would make it more difficult for schools to help these students be successful. 
 
For these reasons, KASB opposes SB 484. Thank you for your attention.  


