
Comparing Kansas 2022
Kansas ranks tenth in education outcomes
based on Kansas education goals

Purpose of Study
The State Board of Education's Kansans Can vision is for Kansas to lead the world in the success of each
student. The focus is preparing students to complete high school and attain some postsecondary training
beyond high school, including technical certificates, two-year degrees and bachelor’s degrees and higher,
because an estimated 90 percent of jobs will require a high school diploma and about 75 percent of jobs will
require some education beyond high school.

This report compares Kansas to other states on multiple outcomes and evaluates how well the state is doing to
prepare its students to compete with other states in postsecondary training and the job market – one of the
state’s educational goals adopted by the Kansas Supreme Court and Legislature. This report also would allow
comparing state educational results based on different state policies.

Focus Areas of Study
States are ranked by multiple educational outcomes to produce a balanced measure of student success:

The most recent national data show Kansas ranks 10th in the nation on a weighted average of
postsecondary educational attainment, graduation rates and academic preparation for postsecondary
education – measures that are part of the State Board of Education’s Kansans Can program and new
school accreditation system. They also reflect the “Rose Capacities” or education goals endorsed by
the Kansas Legislature and State Supreme Court.
 
 
 



The overall state educational ranking is based on 16 measurements using national data in three areas.

First, we look at how well states do in having young adults finish high school, enter postsecondary
education and complete four-year degrees. We use U.S. Census data for the percent of 18-24-year-old
in each state who have completed high school, have any postsecondary participation and have earned
a four-year degree.

Second, we look at how well states do in graduating students from high school. We use the four-year
“on-time” high school graduation rates for all students, low-income students, students with disabilities
and English Language Learners. We also look at each state’s high school drop-out rate for 16-24-year-
olds. 

Third, we look at how well states academically prepare students for postsecondary education. We use
the percentage of students scoring at the basic and proficient levels on national reading and math tests
for all students, low-income and non-low-income students. We also look at preparation for college
based on ACT and SAT exams for each state.

These 16 individual measures are weighted so the three areas (18-24-year-old education attainment,
graduation and dropout rates, national test scores and college prep scores) each carry the same weight
in the final average. Kansas ranks 10th on the weighted average and 12th on the unweighted average.

Why this matters: 

Each of these areas is important to the overall success of students. Test scores are a measure of how
well students are mastering academic skills and preparing for post-secondary studies but are of limited
use if students don’t finish high school. High school graduation is important but limited if most jobs
require some postsecondary credentials. Educational attainment has a strong correlation with income
and employment for both individuals and states but is a “trailing indicator” after students leave high
school because this age group goes back six years.

Kansas ranks highest in graduation and postsecondary attainment, lower in test scores; and ranks

high overall because it has no individual ranking lower than 30.

Most of Kansas’ rankings are in the 20’s, the middle band of states, with a few areas ranking in the top
10 or “teens,” and its lowest ranking is 30th. Some states have much wider variation. Florida, for
example, ranks in the top 10 in some areas and in the 40’s in others. For the overall ranking of each
state, see Table 1.

18-24-year-old Educational Attainment:

For this age group, 88.5 percent of Kansas residents had completed high school or the equivalent,
ranking 18th; 58.8 percent had “some college” or higher, including career technical education,
whether or not a degree was completed, ranking 10th; and 11.3 percent had completed a four-year
college degree or higher, ranking 23rd.(Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
5-year estimates for 2020.)
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Four-year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate. 

For the class of 2019, 87.2 percent of all Kansas students graduated “on time,” ranking 20th, including
80.2 percent of low-income students (21st), 82.3 percent of Limited English Proficient students (3rd)
and 78.4 percent of students with disabilities (6th). (Source: U.S. Digest of Education Statistics.)

Drop-out rate:

The “status” drop-out rate is the estimated percentage of 16-24-year-olds who are not enrolled in
school and who have not completed a high school program, regardless of when they left school. The
Kansas rate for 2015-2019 was 5.4 percent, the 23rd lowest in the nation. (Source: U.S. Digest of
Education Statistics, Status Dropout Rate: 2015-2019.)

National reading and math tests:

The National Assessment of Educational Progress, or NAEP, is given to a small sample of students in
each state at two grades every two years. Due to COVID, the assessment was not given in 2021; the
next year reported will be 2022. Using an average of the four test results (reading and math, each at
grades four and eight), 72.6 percent of all Kansas students scored at the “Basic” level or higher
(similar to Level 2 or “grade level” on Kansas state assessments), ranking 24th; including 60.3 percent
of low-income students (21st) and 85.3 percent of non-low-income students (14th). 

Scoring at the NAEP “Proficient” level (similar to Levels 3 and 4 or “college ready” on Kansas tests)
were 34.8 percent of all students (28th), 21.0 percent of low-income students (30th) and 48.8 percent of
non-low-income students (28th). (Source: 2019 National Assessment of Educational Progress, fourth
and eighth grade.)

ACT and SAT Tests:

The ACT and SAT tests both measure preparedness for college but participation differs significantly
from state to state. In about half the states, the ACT is the predominant test; in others the SAT is
taken by most students. Some states require all students to participate. In general, the higher
percentage of students taking each test, the lower the average score. Both participation and scores
dropped during the COVID pandemic. Finally, scores are very different, with a maximum of 36 on
the ACT and 1600 on the SAT. 

To provide a national measure, KASB examined the average composite score on the ACT and the
mean score on the SAT for each state, as well as the percentage of graduates taking the test, and
determined a predicted score for that state based on that percentage. KASB then subtracted the
predicted score from the actual score and ranked each state. For Kansas in 2021, the actual ACT
score on the ACT was 19.9, 0.2 points higher than the predicted score of 19.7, ranking 27th. The
actual Kansas SAT score was 1243, 45 points higher than the predicted score of 1198, ranking Kansas
9th.(Source: U.S. Digest Education Statistics.)
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How these measures compare to Kansans Can outcomes and accreditation indicators.

Educational attainment for 18-24-year-olds is not available for individual school districts. For Kansans
Can, the State Board has developed the “postsecondary effective rate,” which is based on the
percentage of each “graduating class” in a school district that graduates within four years and the
percentage of those students who have either completed a postsecondary credential or are enrolled in
a postsecondary program two years after graduation. Kansas is the only state using this measure.

Kansans Can uses the Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate for each district. This is the same formula
used for the state ranking.

The “status dropout rate” for 16-24-year-olds is not available for individual districts. For accreditation,
the State Board uses the “event” drop-out rate for each district. This is the percentage of seventh
through twelfth graders who leave school and do not enroll in another school or program that
culminates in a high school diploma each year.

NAEP tests are only given to a small sample of students in each state and are not available at the
district or school building level. Kansas Can measures academic preparation based on the percentage
of students scoring at Levels 3 and 4 on state reading, math and science tests. A national report found
that these Kansas standards for “cut scores” are the highest in the nation compared to NAEP results.
For accreditation, the State Board considers the composite ACT score for each district, because most
Kansas students planning to attend college take the ACT. The ACT is provided to all Kansas
students at no cost. 

Kansas’s ranking on these educational measures has not changed much in recent years.

Kansas has ranked 9th or 10th since KASB began using these criteria in 2016. KASB prepared these
reports in 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. No report was issued in 2020 or 2021.

The only difference between this report and previous rankings is the addition of the dropout rate
ranking, which was added because it is included in the school district accreditation and accountability
reports.
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Area Indicator Kansas
All States
Average

Regional
Average

Kansas Rank Weighting

18-24-Year-Old
Educational

Attainment, 5-year
Average (2020)

High school
completion or

Higher
88.5% 88.1% 87.9% 18th 11.1%

Any
postsecondary

58.8% 55.2% 55.9% 10th 11.1%

Bachelor’s Degree
or higher

11.3% 11.2% 11.3% 22nd 11.1%

Graduation Rate
(2019) and Drop
Out Rate (2015-

2019)

Adjusted Cohort
Graduation Rate –

All
87.2% 85.6% 85.9% 20th 6.7%

ACGR – Low
Income

80.2% 78.7% 77.7% 21st 6.7%

ACGR – Limited
English Proficient

82.3% 69.0% 72.3% 3rd 6.7%

ACGR – Students
with Disabilities

78.4% 68.2% 70.8% 6th 6.7%

High School
Dropouts, age 16-

24
5.4% 5.5% 5.8% 23rd 6.7%

Academic
Preparation for
Postsecondary

Success: National
Assessment of

Education
Progress 2019;
ACT and SAT

tests 2021

NAEP Percent at
Basic – All

72.6% 71.8% 73.2% 24th 2.6%

NAEP Percent at
Basic – Low

Income
60.3% 59.5% 60.9% 21st 2.6%

NAEP Percent at
Basic – Not Low

Income
85.3% 83.5% 85.1% 14th 2.6%

NAEP Percent at
Proficient – All

34.8% 35.3% 35.3% 28th 2.6%

NAEP Percent at
Proficient – Low

Income
21.0% 21.4% 21.3% 30th 2.6%

NAEP Percent at
Proficient – Not

Low Income
48.8% 48.8% 49.1% 28th 2.6%

ACT - Rank of state score compared to predicted score
based on participation

27th 8.3%

SAT - Rank of state score compared to predicted score
based on participation

9th 8.3%

  Kansas Overall Weighted Rank 10th  
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Table 1 – Overall Ranking, Weighted and Unweighted
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Table 2 – Educational Attainment
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Table 3 – Graduation and Drop Out Rates
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Table 4 – National Reading and Math Tests and College Readiness
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